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Staffing Changes 
 

• Susan Brooks retired from her Town Clerk position at the end of fiscal 
2018. She brought the Town Offices archive and library archive together 
in 2008 as the Lincoln Town Archive. Since then the LTA has received 
grants from the Community Preservation Committee to make unique and 
irreplaceable items in the Town Archives accessible on the internet. 
Susan also created the Town Archives Advisory Committee comprised of 
members of organizations in Lincoln that have an interest in preserving 
history and experts in their fields. 

• Marie Wasnock resigned her part time position in March to take a full 
time job. Marie oversaw the archive moves for both the renovation of the 
library’s vault and the renovation of Town Offices. She did a terrific job 
with records retention at Town Office and wrote finding aids to make it 
easy to find documents for public records requests. In her ten years 
working in the archives, Marie became the expert and answered the 
most difficult local history questions. 

 
Accomplishments 
 

Reference and Research 
 

• The Archivist and Reference Librarians answered 46 local history and 
genealogy inquiries in person, by phone, and by email. They retrieved 
archival material from the vault for researchers to study. 
 

 
Collections and Access 

 

• Archivist Lisa Welter has been processing backlogged accruals to 
existing collections and updating finding aids to reflect the additional 
materials. In addition, Ms. Welter is currently processing recent 
donations, including a large collection photographs, negatives, 
publications and ephemera from the estate of Sareen Gerson, editor of 
the Fence Viewer, with the goal of creating public access in the summer 
of 2019. 

• Ms. Welter is currently updating public records inventory of the 
permanent public records in the Town Hall Vault, restoring intellectual 



access to the records with an updated finding aid available to the public 
on the town offices website. 

• Personal letters and correspondence from the Isabelle Peirce Collection 
that were conserved and digitized through Community Preservation 
funding, are now available to researchers through the Digital 
Commonwealth repository.  

 
Preservation 
 

• The Community Preservation Committee approved funding for the 
conservation treatment and scanning of some of our most valuable, 
fragile, and frequently accessed items.  Conservation and preservation 
treatment has been completed by the Northeast Document Conservation 
Center (NEDCC).  Among the collections treated this year were: 
 

o Assessor’s Valuation Lists, 1861 
o Assessor’s Valuation Lists, 1865 
o Plan of the Town of Lincoln by John G. Hales, 1830 
o Plan of New County Road from Lincoln Meeting House to 

Watertown, n.d.  
o A Plan of the Road from Concord to Cambridge by Peter Tufts, 

1801 
 

• The Sophia Adams Family Register needlepoint tapestry is currently 
being conserved by Deirdre Winsor of Windsor Conservation. Donated 
by Lincoln resident Cynthia Williams, the funding for the restoration of 
the sampler is through Community Preservation funds. 

• Ms. Fox, Ms. Myles and Ms. Welter participated in a disaster 
preparedness and response workshop hosted by the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners in conjunction with statewide cultural 
heritage emergency network partners. Funded by a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, “Finding Common Ground: 
Collaborative Training for the Cultural Heritage and Emergency 
Response Communities” included a controlled live burn and a simulated 
disaster response. 

• An intermittent water incursion in Town Hall Vault was successfully 
repaired in November. 

 
 
Donations 
 
The Lincoln Town Archives would like to thank the kind donors who have 
entrusted valuable documents and objects in our care.   
 



• Ruth Ann Hendrickson – Documents associated with the Lincoln League 
of Women’s Voters. 

• Martha Lufkin – Additional documents, photographs, film negatives, 
ephemera from the estate of Sareen Ruth Gerson relating to the Lincoln 
Fence Viewer. 

• Jonathan and Carolyn Dwyer – 4 bound volumes of various town reports 
collected and bound by Charles Francis Adams, 1892-1911. 

• Donald Hafner – research articles on local history, predominantly 
focusing on Lincoln resident and events that took place during the 
Revolutionary War period. 

• Dan Fedock – framed print of the Lincoln Public Library 

• Katherine Hall page – DeCordova artifacts and ephemera. 
 

 


