LINCOLN TOWN ARCHIVES 2019

Valerie Fox, Town Clerk, Co-Director
Barbara Myles, Library Director, Co-Director
Lisa A. Welter, Archivist

Accomplishments

Reference and Research

The Archivist and Reference Librarians answered 130 local history and genealogy inquiries in
person, by phone, and by email, including retrieving archival material from the vault for researchers
to study. This number reflects a 73% increase in patron use from 2018.

Outreach

e Archivist Lisa Welter gave a presentation entitled “Treasures from the Town Archives” as part
of the Council on Aging’s Lincoln Academy on November 18t, 2019.

e The Lincoln Historical Society and the Friends of Lincoln Library donated a display case to the
Lincoln Public Library to provide a forum for exhibitions focused on local history. Local residents
and organizations will be able to submit proposals for exhibitions.

e Ms. Welter partnered with a group from First Parish exploring the history of the church and
provided a guided tour of the Meeting House Cemetery.

Collections and Access

Archivist Lisa Welter continued to process accruals to existing collections, update associated
finding aids and work on the backlog of donated manuscript collections. The Flint-Chapin Collection
should be open early this year for public access.

At the Town Offices Vault, the Archivist worked with volunteer Gary Davis to digitize municipal
records, including Selectmen, Zoning Board of Appeals, Board of Health, Housing Commission,
Conservation Commission, Council on Aging, Historical Commission, Historic District Commission
and Planning Board as part of a multi-year effort to preserve and provide more efficient public
access to municipal records.

Volunteer Pat Hilpert assisted in the processing of Council on Aging records, including making
preservation copies of newspaper clippings that document the Council’s many activities.

Preservation

The Community Preservation Committee approved funding for the conservation treatment and
scanning of some of our most valuable, fragile, and frequently accessed items. Conservation and
preservation treatment has been completed by the Northeast Document Conservation Center
(NEDCC). The item receiving treatment and digitization this year was the First Book of Records,
documenting the history of Lincoln from its incorporation in 1754 through 1806.

Donations

The Lincoln Town Archives received 10 donations of items and/or collections:

Jamie Atkins — documents, and letters relating to the Chapin House (5 Sandy Pond Road)

Ken Bassett — documents relating to the Town Governance Task Force, 1993-1994.

John Cowles — script from a talk given at the Lincoln Historical Society on World War 1.

Chris Langton - materials relating to the research and writing of Strong Hands and a Willing Heart:
An Introduction to the Journals of James Lorin Chapin, 1848-1850 for the Lincoln Historical Society.



Gwyn Loud — a bound set of street listings for the Town of Lincoln

Bob Mason — documents and ephemera relating to the Bardsley House, 132 Weston Road.

Alaric Neiman - A Complete History of Watch and Clock Making in America by Charles S. Crossman
Ursula Norman — various books, leaflets and documents accumulated by Lucretia and Paul Giese
documenting years of town committee participation.

Bill Schechter - Notebooks documenting the life of Lincoln Sudbury Regional High School from
1973-2008

Dennis Shapiro — A letter written by Walter Gropius.
Thomas C. Wang — Original artwork created for cover illustrations of the Lincoln Review.



