
 

 

 

 

 

Materials Selection Policy 

 

 Our materials selection policy is guided by our Mission Statement and our Values 

Statement, which are based upon the Library Bill of Rights. 

 

 

A. Criteria for selection of materials of all formats.  

               Criteria governing the selection of materials shall include: 

 

1. Recognized merit; 

 

2. Permanent or current interests of the community;  

 

3. Authoritativeness, including the reputation and significance of author and 

publisher; 

 

4. Clear presentation and readability /ease of use, technical support and training; 

 

5. Political and social significance; 

 

6. Breadth of information and opinion; 

 

B. Collection Development Policy 

Emphasis in collection development will be on providing a strong, balanced collection, 

to meet most recreational, informational, literary, and reference requirements of 

Lincoln residents. Requests for books and materials in greater depth or number than 

may be appropriate for our collection will be processed through the Minuteman Library 

Network or inter-library loan network; the Library hopes to respond to requests in a 

complete and timely manner. Because of space and budget considerations, the 

collection of the Lincoln Public Library cannot strive to be comprehensive in any area, 

except for Lincoln history. 

 

C. Censorship 

The Board of Library Trustees asserts its right and duty to keep on the Library shelves 

books on all subjects of interest to readers if not prohibited by federal or state law. If 

the materials meet the criteria of selection, they shall not be restricted or removed from 

the collection because of pressure by any individual  

              or group. 

 

         D.  Gifts 

Gifts of books and other materials are accepted with the understanding between the 

Library and the donor that the disposition, including the possibility of deacquisition, of 

any gift will be decided upon by the Library Director. Materials will not normally be 
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accepted with restrictions. Donors to the Library may expect acknowledgement of their 

gifts. In no case will the Library make a monetary appraisal of the gift. Donors wishing 

to take advantage of income tax benefits are urged to seek independent appraisal. Gifts 

received by the library that are not added to the library’s collection shall be forwarded 

to the Friends to sell for the benefit of the library.  

 

E.  Withdrawals 

Systematic removal from the collection of materials no longer useful is essential in 

maintaining the purposes and quality of resources. The Library has a regular and 

continuous program of systematically discarding and replacing damaged, worn, and. 

obsolete material. Space limitations of the Library will also influence withdrawal 

decisions. 

 

F.  Materials Selection Responsibilities 

Library Trustees formulate policies for the selection of materials within the framework 

of the Library’s objectives. The selection of specific materials rests with the Library 

Director, who is governed by the policies determined by the Library Trustees and 

whose interpretation of these policies is subject to their review.  Any individual or 

group seeking the reconsideration of an item in the library’s collections may submit a 

Request for Reconsideration form to the Library Director. Reconsideration forms may 

be picked up at the library. 
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