Interview with Gus Schumacher

Reels
March 13, 1999 C;ZC) N éZJ

Q: -- first to get a little
background on your experience with the
farming.
A: Great. Well, in 1938, my father
met my mother in Skee (?), New Hampshire.
My father was a farmer in Long Island, in WS Blipo] IO
eastern Long Island. So he fell in love, v
and my mother said, "Well, if you want to
farm, come on up." And so he came up to ()] ﬁfffw“i*fzjff%
Brookline, and he lived in Brookline and
commuted to South Lincoln. He found 12 -
acres on 0ld Sudbury Road, and he had a

pickup, and he bought some equipment in
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1938. He got married in December, so;just Of 1014
before the war he started on 12 acres.

Beautiful soils, not a rock in them. And

joined close to six or eight farms along f LAY g
0l1d Sudbury Road. We then moved out to o
near the railroad station in South Lincoln,
where we lived about a year and a half. I
was actually born in Boston, in the
hospital here, but I was brought back, as
they say, as an infant, to that area. And
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then he farmed for a couple years there,



and then bought the main farm in Lexington,
and then expanded Lincoln quite a bit. So
at one point I think he had 60, 80, maybe
100 acres along 0ld Sudbury Road, also near
Hansom Air Force Base, and probably 70 or
80 acres. So he was a fairly large farmer.
200 acres of vegetables. Pretty big
operation.

Q: Gus, how do you think that this
early farm experience of yours affected you
in later life, or influenced your later
life choices?

A: My brother and I worked on the
farm, of course, from a very early age. In
fact, just coming over here this afternoon,
I stopped at the Concord Hill market in
Lexington. Jake Bresglin (?) runs it. He's
about 77. And he worked with my father in
the 40s and 50s. And he was mentioning
that he would put me on the tractor at 4 or
5 years of age, and while he was behind
throwing off beet greens, my father would
come along and say, "Woh! It's a little
too early to be running a tractor." But he
said it was going very slow, and he could

handle it. So it was quite interesting.



He still remembers, in Lincoln, farming
very, very well, working with my father.

And he had a very interesting story.
He said today-- this is now March 13? And
this must have been 1942. He has a good
memory. He said the soils were so good in
Lincoln, and the rows were so long, he
would set a double plow in a Ford tractor,
and put it on slow, and there wasn't a
pebble in it. And he could just walk
beside the tractor, and it would turn over
these beautiful little sandy loams,
wouldn't be distortive (?) at all. And
he'd fall asleep he said, plowing, because
the soils were so good over on 014 Sudbury
Road, in that alluvial plain. So I think
that early on we were affected. And my
brother and I have been in or related to
agriculture for our whole lives.

Q: Okay. I'm wondering if I could
just have you summarize for a moment, in
like one sentence, that your-- Was it your
father or your grandfather? Was it vyour
father that started the farm?

A: Yes. My great grandfather came
from Germany in 1848, went to California,

came back to New York city, actually farmed
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at 72nd and Broadway, which we have the

pictures of, in the 1860/1870s. Moved out

to Long Island when they cut 72nd Street

through his actual house. They took it

down board by board and moved it to

Flushing, where my father was born in 1904.

And then he moved up here in 1938. So we 0 o OF

were actively farming, my father, from 1938

al
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to 1968 in Lexington, Lincoln, and Wayland, { !

during this period. And I still have the ;ifl (5 it Zﬂ .
family homestead, although not too much
- - pLLO Y 27
land, in Lexington. %
Q: Great. Okay, thanks.
_ .t .. (inaudible)
Q: O©Oh, okay, Joan. Would you do me a
favor? Could you--
[break in recording]
Q: -- part of this farming community.
And with your presence perspective, what
observations can you make about agriculture
in Lincoln today?
A: Well, I think, looking back-- I
mean, I was looking at a Boston Globe story
of 1978, where they give a very nice
vignette of an ex-schoolteacher from

Concord who wanted to, in about 1845, do a

little cabin on Flint Pond here in Lincoln.



The farmer who was there said, "No, no, no.

You can't put up this little ramshackle

shack on Flint Pond. You'll mess up the

land." And so the man was sent packing to

another pond. And that was Thoreau. So

Lincoln takes its land very seriously, when

they put Thoreau across the border to

Walden. It could have been, instead of | | _nag/? Vﬁ‘
Walden, it could have been Flint Pond in {
the famous story. So Lincoln has really, I /
think, taken its land conservation very,

very seriously. I remember talking with

Hans van Leer (?), my father talking with

Hans van Leer, and they were talking about

the early congervation, back in the late

50s and early 60s. And Hans was very

involved in conservation, trying to protect

a lot of those good soils at his farm, and

then going over the hill to Drumlin (?)

farm, which was bought by Audubon. And
conservation was just starting up then in

the late 50s. I think Roger Begin (?)-- is

it Begin?-- who was very active with Bob

Lemeer (?) and others, to see that the
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farms were kept in conservation.
So a lot of land was put in

conservation, and Hans once said to my



6
father, "Can you imagine, Gus, the
conservation commission paid X dollars for
my swamp." My father came home one night
and he said, "Lincoln paid for swamp. They
gave Hans all this money for a swamp.
Imagine that." Of course, that's now
protected forever on 0ld Sudbury Road, back "
in the maples. I think what occurred was jﬁf Oglfﬁéi g?“’:{b%

that back in the 508 and 60s, the
leadership, the selectmen conservation
commission, Bob Lemeer and others, felt ZhH<
that they needed to conserve the farmland, ¢ o aban @l
because there were so many financial |
pressures on the farmers. One was the
squeeze from cheap produce from California.
And milk wasn't going great either. So —“cu=u&{:,.\
farmers saw either selling for development,
to retire, or selling for conservation.
And farmers did both. My father, living in
Lexington, sold mostly for development.
Hans van Leer and others sold for
congervation, which is kind of a two track.
And then both then were able to retire, and
live modestly, if not comfortably, on the L L ;
sale of their land. 5?@?{ (ng Ozé;?gﬁﬁ:()g3
But I think full time agriculture sort W o). D73 W)z

of ended in the late 60s, and the town



conserved much of the farmland. I think
one of the great dilemmas now, for the
town, is it's expensive to mow. There are
no farmers, really, effectively, to farm
the five or six hundred acres that have
been conserved. 8o really, the test for
the town is, what do you do with the land
in the future? Do you bring the farmers
back? Do you rent these farms out?
Tremendous demand for fruits and vegetables
and other products, nursery stock, and
others in the metro Boston area. Concord
took a very different approach, and they
conserved the farmland, and the farmers on
the land. So you have half a dozen full
time farmers, and their sons, and their
sons again. Multigeneration farmers., The
Verrills (?), the Arenas (?), the Beemuses
(). I could name quite a few that are
actively farming, and farming conserved and
protected land. So it's a little different
strategy that Concord has taken. A
neighboring town of Lexington is much more
built up, but they've permitted their
farms, like Dorrin's (?), Lichten Gardens
(?), White House Gardens, and Wilsons, to

continue as intensive roadside stand and



greenhouse operations. And that adds
something to the town.

So each of the three towns has kind of
tack. Westin doesn't have any farms, but
kind of large, multi-acre homes, rather
expensive. So you really have four
different towns taking four different
tracks. Concord, you've got some pretty
good full time farmers there. Lexington,
you've got some intensive multigeneration
farmers, mostly in greenhouses, which has
been traditional Lexington. Lincoln has
conserved its land, but a little problem
is, no farmers. At least, no full time
multigeneration farmers. And then Concord
has conserved and protected its farmland,
and tried to get the farmers to stay on,
whether it's vegetables or livestock or
nurgery. So you have kind of four
different approaches in abutting towns.
It's quite interesting.

Q: Okay. Lyle (?) I just wanted to
check with you and Greg, and make sure
we're all set on the sound.

Lyle: Looks good. Sounds good.

Q: Everything's okay? Great. We

interviewed Warren Flint, Jr. (?). And it



was a wonderful interview. We did it out
in his pasture, actually, Lyle and I,
fighting off the cow., It was really great.
One of the things that he said in his
interview was that if Lincoln's open fields
were to go back to woodland, it would be a
totally different town. And I'm wondering
if you would agree with the notion that
it's not enough to just save the land, that
you also have to save the farms.

A: Yes. I think that's the theme of
my previous statement. It really is not
enough to just protect the land, and then
have the town DPW mow it, or getting
someone to come in and just mow the fields,
and basically keep them rustic, sort of
English type country parks, with maybe some
edge farming here and there. A few sheep
here or a few vegetables there, but no
multigeneration, full time farms. And I
think that the dilemma Lincoln faces is how
to maintain the five or gix hundred acres
of very, very wonderful soils. Those soils
over on 0ld Sudbury Road in the Drumlin
farm area, it's the geology of alluvial
plain. Those were the most magnificent

light solls that produced thé best carrots
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and the best parsnips grown in New Enéland
for a while. Beautiful, stone-free, light
soils that were extraordinary in terms of
easy to work, and just straight roots, no
stones. It was just wonderful soils.
Those have been protected, but there are no
carrot growers of extensiveness here in
Lincoln. Yet there's a big demand for
those types of crops in the metro New
England area, metro Boston area. So it's a
dilemma for the town, what to do with this
conserved land.

Q: You want to check?

___t That's usable audio.

Q: 'That is? Okay.
[break in recording]

Q: We're going to get rolling again.

A: I think one of the issues that New

England faces is that New England has
basically now stable family farming
numbers. It went from 1950 to 1969,
100,000 farmers on 12 million acres, down
to 6 million acres, 5 million acres in
1969, with about 24 or 25 thousand farmers.
But from 1970 to nearly 2,000-- 30 years--
we have about the same number of farmers,

roughly on about 4 million acres. So we
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haven't had the traumatic decline that
we've had before. AaAnd I think a lot of it
has to do with people wanting to conserve
the farmland. The taxpayers of New England
have put up 250 million dollars to protect
farmland. Because they sense that it's not
only good for the landscape, good for
agriculture, but also saves the towns tax
money as well, if you have a more balanced
tax base, because it's a little cheaper,
long term, to protect the farmland than it
is to have the sprawl of development, with
all the problems that brings as well. So
more rational planning. I think towns are
realizing that. And farming, open space,
and congervation plays an important part of
that, in that operation.

Lincoln was quite a bit ahead of the
time. They forgot one thing. Keep the
farmers.

Q: As a matter of fact, I was about
to ask if you were familiar with the
regional EPA's recent allocation of 3
million dollars to help curb suburban
sprawls. And there was an article in the
Globe. It quoted John Devillers (?) as

saying that, quote, "Poorly planned

11
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suburban growth has a spiritual cost and a
psychic cost that is every bit as real as
the environmental and economic impacts."

A: Well, I think what's fascinating
about urban sprawl and suburban sprawl is
it not only creates problems for the tax
town, and the codes, and runoff and so
forth, but I think it's, if you look what's
happening in New Jersey now. The governor
of New Jersey, Christine Todd Whitman (?),
has put a bill through the legislature,
and succeeded, where there's 1 billion
dollars that she set aside, and with the
approval of the legislature, for protection
of farmland and conservation of farming in
the Garden State. Very popular. The vice
president, about five weeks ago, made a
major speech called "Livability." Because
as both Republicans and Democrats look at
the next 20 years, it's going to be very
interesting. Because people do want to
have a little more livability in their
communities. They'll live a little
tighter, instead of on three acre lots or
two acre lots, maybe on a tenth of an acre.
But then the other is a little more open, a

little more livability, where they can go

12
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out and enjoy some of the open spaces, and
enjoy agriculture.

I drove by-- Today is March 13, and I
stopped by Wilson's Farm on the way out to
buy some tools to take back to Washington.
And the place-- You could not get in. You
could not get into Wilson's Farm. They
were all coming out to buy some of the new
plants, new spinaches. And so that's a
major cultural thing to do. To go to
Wilson's Farm. Go to Dorrin's farm. Go to
Lexington Gardens. Go to Verrill's Farm.
And buy, year round, fresh flowers, potted
plants, spinach, carrots, parsnips. You
just could not move in Wilson-- There must
have been 300 people at one time. They
really needed two policemen. But that's
part of the culture. People want to go out
and buy their fresh vegetables, fresh
flowers, fresh eggs-- he has about 1,000
chickens there-- and be active. Lincoln
misses that.

Q: What would you say that a town
could do that was interested in preserving
agriculture. I'm going to ask you a three
part question. If you want, I'll remind

you what the three parts are. The first

13



14
14

being, what are the benefits to preserving
agriculture? What would be the steps? And
who would they turn to for help? “\} 0) . |é it é) ’ /3
3 y ¢
/

A: Well, certainly-- Let's take it in

three steps. What are the benefits for Lidl s # / J
having an active family farming economy in
New England? I think the voters in all
legislatures have spoken for farmland
protection. No question about that. The V?V{?f“d' ;/};;;5
voters have also spoken on the regional P
dairy compact. They've said, "We don't
mind paying an extra penny or two for milk. J
And we would like to see the dairy farmers
in New England stay in dairy production.
We don't want our milk to be sent all the
way from-- stuck in a storm in Buffalo on
the New York Thruway. They'd probably have
it stuck in a storm in Montpelier, but a
lot closer. Or coming in from Carlisle,
where Duffy has a nice farm, dairy.

So the voters have spoken on farmland
protection, 250 million dollars. The
voters have spoken on regional dairy
compact. But also, the citizensg have
gpoken in the demand for fresh local

produce by the roadside stands that are so

popular, like Wilson's Farm in Lexington,
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Naplee's (?) Farm in Acton, Valentit's (?),
and the enormous growth in local farmer's
markets. In 1976, they had four in
Massachugetts. Last year the figures show
123. So that means 1,000 farmers can now
sell at a roadside stand, or-- sorry, at a
farmer's markets and 500 roadside stands.
So a tremendous increase in direct
marketing. But that's because the
consumers demand it. They want to go on a
Saturday and buy produce. That keeps

active farming. A lot can be done.

So, the benefits I think, are clear. d K [ O (S OO

You have a fresher local produce that has “Tan , J/,;.@
some protected landscapes that go with it. | |
But you cannot protect a landscape unless
the farmerg make money. So I think another
area that, again, needs to be done is these
vouchers that are directly available to buy
fresh fruits and vegetables low income.
That's really booming in New England, and
it's improved nutrition. So there's a lot
of public policy that can be done at the $%Jﬁjw}@§ ]%ﬁ et )
state level. some at the federal level, a f?;"}ﬁég
lot at the local level. Concord, for

example, has put in I think between 3 and 5 N

v [
million dollars to protect its working [ {
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local farms. So you have multigeneration
local farmers there.
And then for the future, one, I think,
where are the farms going to come from? If u;'r!

you don't have farmers in Lincoln, where

e

are thogse farmers going to come from? OUT O] H ’
Well, Pat Graves' (?) project may encourage
some people to take up farming. Certainly [N &’ 19 e
in Lancaster and Bolton, there are a lot of
the new immigrants coming in from Asia.
Hmong (?), Laotian, Cambodian, Hispanic
from the Dominican Republic, from
Guatemala. And they're interested not so
much in working in factories, but they're
taking up agriculture. And we hope in two
years time, there will be three or four
hundred new immigrants on land in eastern
New England, producing things that we
normally don't consider in our diets, but Jropl
we are very imaginative in our diets, and
it's coming in in pumpkin vine, and special
peppers, and new types of tomatoes, to
enrich our diet and help diversify ...

. o AT i 19150016
(inaudible) diet with our culture. e -

So I'm sanguine about the future of

New England agriculture. If we step back a | ) Dl B 2T

bit-- We started farming in New England in
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1621 when the Pilgrims landed. So we're
now two decades short of four centuries of
farming in New England. The question is,
what is going to happen in the next two
decades? Do we go through the traumas that
we did in the 50s, when we lost 75,000

farmers in 10, 20 years. 1970 to 1999, or

nearly 2,000, we've stabilized that at
about 25,000, stabilized the land base.
But developing pressures with this
tremendous economy continue to boom, and
are we're going to see more trophy houses
on five acre lots, or are we going to see J j ' / J
some of the farmland that's been conserved ’ |
go into more intensive use, and long term
leases, perhaps with a house and a barn ) ?‘L»? ﬁﬂfg{)
provided, to allow farmers to come in for ﬁ!jf%; ;f;quQﬁAC)‘J
20 or 30 years, and do a multigeneration ///f h
farm. TIt's a real dilemma, and it would bef
interesting to see what the citizens of_'f/ g ol ;gﬁ
Lincoln do in the next 20 years. - -

Q: Great. Thank you. This is a . .QJ 3
question from Karla (?), that she passed o .
along. She said, "Will the new
technologies-- for example, biocengineering
of farming-- make small scale farming

viable again?
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A: Will the new techniques of
breeding will enable small scale farming to
expand? I think we'll take that in two
parts. One of the issues is that New
England is not exactly Florida. BAnd we
have a climate that is basically five
months, if you stretch it, for agriculture.
Dairy, of course, all year long, and
livestock all year long. But the boom is
in horticulture. And so you need two types
of research. You need the protected
agriculture of greenhouses that are energy-
efficient. And a lot of research is being
done, and some of it very successful, by
Arthur Wells (?) at the University of New
Hampshire, and being adapted and adopted.
So you notice if you drive around New
England, every roadside stand is a
greenhouse. Everyone has it. 2And they've
extended the seasons, with early tomatoes,
or late spinach, flowers. So that's an
integral part of their operation, is a
greenhouse. So that technology needs to be
pushed and expanded.

The second one is, how do we reduce
chemical use in agriculture, especially

with new immigrant farmers who really
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aren't skilled in managing and taking all
the fancy tests, in termg of getting their
certifications. 8o I think the new types
of breeding work, where you build in the
resigtance to drought, or pests or
funguses, . into the plant itself, and it's

477 ; $
/ /
A
7 17 47 ¢

hybridization. That has real promise for NG 2L S €

just a continuation of traditional

small farmers.

So for small farmers in New England,
extended season types of greenhouse
technology, some of it based on Israel.

And then new varieties of seed that can
stand the heat in the greenhouses, or stand
drought better, or are particularly
resistant to potato beetles or European
corn borer, some of the bugs and funguses
that have been introduced here, from
Europe. We need to find a better way than
spray and pray.

Q: You're doing terrifically well, by
the way, time-wise, I think. Would you
agree, Betsy (?)°?

[simultaneous voices]
If you notice I've missed anything, just
let me know. We have a few alternative

types of farming just right here in

0()T 0143: )‘-}jfdi
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Lincoln. 2and one of them being organic
farms. That's Eric Hurtz (?). There's the
Codman (?) Community Farms, which is not
privately owned, as you well know, and
Drumlin Farm, and the food project. I'm
wondering if there are other alternative
types of farming or alternative structures
such as the ones I mentioned that could be
utilized in a suburb like Lincoln, where
there's a high cost for land.

A: Well, I think some of the other N @)'241)5% /0O
towns-- In Dracotte (?), Chelmsford,

Westminster, Bolton, and Lancaster, some of oSS o

the farmers are subleasing their land to
new immigrant farmers. One acre, two
acres. And it looks like the highlands of
Cambodia. But they're very interested.

And the US Department of Agriculture is
supporting that with small loans,
equipment, and marketing assistance. 2and
we hope to have 400 of these up and running

in two or threg_yea;s times. They're very

enthused. ar-s—o if Lincoln would consider N IN Q ), ;23—)-', ‘f'7' O 7
taking maybe 50, 80 acres, and dividing it y
out into three or four acre plots, and &
doing the initial plowing and manuring, and

then providing some access to water, I
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think you'd find a great demand by people
who would come out from Boston, or from
Fitchburg or Lowell, to take up intensive,
more diversified agriculture, especially in
horticulture on those farms. They're a
great success 8o far in some other
neighboring towns. And Lincoln may want to
look at that as well, to get a little more
stability and a little more intensity.

Because the markets are very, very
good in Waltham, and in the Boston area.
Simply these products are not available.
They're flown in from California or even
from Asia or Dominican Republic¢. They all
can be grown here, these new varieties.
The Dominican community, the Korean (?)
community, the Asian new community, Korean
community, want these products, and they
could be grown here in Lincoln. So it's
one thing to consider. It's working in
other towns.

Q: Another one of Karla's questions.
She said, "I know this sounds crazy, but
the answer might be interesting." Can an
area that has lost its farming recreate it?

A: That's the dilemma I think Lincoln

faces. Sure, the land base here-- and

f &5
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there are farmers who would like to come
back into farming. For example, in
Carlisle, the state park in Carlisle,
Carlisle State Park, has leased on a long
term lease it's dairy operation, including
the house and the fields, to Mark Duffy
(?). 2And he has his 100 cows, Holstein.
He's milking, runs an ice cream operation.
And that's a long term lease. So that
seems to be quite working, in a state park,
which is rather unusual.

[break in recording]

What people don't realize is, in 1847,
Lincoln had some very entrepreneurial
farmers who grew cranberries over on the
Sudbury River, and made enough in one year
to pay all their taxes and buy additional
land. So it's quite interesting. Also,
Lincoln, traditionally, back in the middle
of the 19th century was known for its
peaches. Concord was known for its
cucumbers, but some entrepreneur in Lincoln
decided they'd put a pickle factory up. So
Lincoln got all the value added, Concord
did all the work. So again, you have the
land. The question is, what does the town

want to do? Do you want to sublease it?

IV

22

e



23
23

It has to be more than one year (?). So
with Mark Duffy, I think its a 30 year
lease, with all the equipment. And all he
just did is provide the cows, and he's

doing quite well. He's become a leader in

dairy. [ Some marvelous Holsteins, and he
also has the equipment to hay and do corn
on other fields. So we shall see. It's
going to bée very interesting to see what
Lincoln is going to do in the last two
decades of the fourth century of
agriculture here in the town.

Q: I guess, ig there anything elge
here that--

[break in recording]

E ? 7 "‘7
A: -- look at the four centuries of ?Lﬁ @’ 4 2‘8 : @2’/ ,@ 4

New England agriculture, and Lincoln, which
played such a major role in the first three
and a half centuries, until the 508 and
60s, when you decided that you would
conserve a good part of the actually
productive farmland in this-- Because
really, the pollen (?) has been keeping the
tax bill low by not having the DPW mow
them. The town of Lincoln brush hogs (?),
or a local farmer coming in and just

cutting hay, and selling it off maybe. | Can v ol 228 e
' {/ f g
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Lincoln find half a dozen farmers who would
like to, on a long term lease, including a
house and a barn-- These would be 30, 35
year leases. Maybe a five year lease to
start, test it out and see if they're
comfortable-- to produce for the Boston

. ’ ’
markets, including dairy, which under the OUT ol ‘;Zﬁ ’ C) *"OO

regional compact is a bit more stable. (EZT—EK;# Al 29 o400

can Lincoln attract some of the farmers
from Pat Graves' project, or from U. Mass
Stockbridge, or some of the new immigrant AV f 2’
farmers? When the market is there, when
the land base is here, you're just missing
the tractor and the energy of a working
farmer.

It's going to be a fascinating g @
digscussion. Will you continue on to brush
hog 550 acres? Or will you intensify and Alr 29320 ( Y
have active, working farmg? So you have a | '
Verrill farm, or a Beemus Farm, Or a Wilson
Farm, or a Dorrin farm. AaAnd when the
fourth of July parade takes place, you
have, like in Lexington, four or five
farmers marching in the parade. Or the
April 19 parade. 8o that's going to be
interesting. Lexington is very proud of

its farming. Concord's very proud of its
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farming. And Lincoln is very proud of the 7;< I
work that the Flints are doing, proud of é;Al

the work that has been done at Minuteman
National Park, to lease farming there.
Proud of the work that the food project,
Codman Farm, and others have done. '
But there are people interested in 0' ¢ 20 :65 "Lf
taking up farming. The question is, they
need tenure. They're not going to come in, I Yo *
buy all the equipment, and then four or 11.r5jfj e
five years, oh, we\?o?fp'think we want that
farmer. The gegéjé5;%;; gets a little
smelly. Oo. We've been there, So people
have to be welcomed and supported. But I
think, with demand for product on a
regional basis, I think it's a wonderful
opportunity. And we shall see what
happens.

Q: Well, Betsy and I were--
END OF SIDE 1

A: One of the things that I think,
over the years, certainly in my memory, was
farming in a suburban neighborhood. Not
easy. I'll give you a couple of examples.

In Lexington, my father, in 1938, '42, 45,
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had pigs. When he bought the farm, there
were pigs on the farm. 2And every spring,
we'd spread pig manure. Well, that was
quite aromatic. The neighborgs had been
there for a long time. It was the
Schumacher's sign of spring. It went on
for a couple days. But as new neighbors
moved in, they weren't quite as generousg
with their reaction to the Schumacher
perfumes of that era. 8o often the police
were called, and finally the piggery went
the way of the Edsel.

But I think, again, egquipment starting
up. You start up early, and often farmers
work seven days a week. And for example,
in the farm in Lexington, when I was
Commigsioner, one or two of the neighbors
complained that they were woken up early on
a Saturday morning. They wanted to sleep
in til 10:00. Hard day at the office
during the week. But that farm runs seven
days a week. Has to go do the composting,
get the tractors rolling, and they
complained. And we had hearings, and it
was quite a to-do in the town hall on the
right to farm. And so this is a very

important issue, not so much on spraying,
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but just the normal day to day activity of
the tractors starting up, machinery moving,
workmen in the fields. It's a twelve hour
day during the season, seven days a week.
So in the winter, it's wonderful to
look out on snow-covered fields. But come
July 9, when the lettuce harvest is coming
in, or your carrot digger starts up, or
you've got the machinery out there, it's
not a whole-- You have to have machinery.
You have to have people working in the
fields. You have to have a packing house
(?). Or if you have cows, you have to
gspread manure regularly back on the fields
to refertilize, put fertilization back in. fﬁ/
So, neighbors have to recognize that. And 0z 02, 85 /1 §/
if you've moved out from Cambridge to

Lincoln, and the bucolic scene next to

‘,.:’:-;‘ 4 .-"rf;". { F%Z(’Z; ﬁ»? »,‘; //7 ﬂ { . ‘ C

. xi_fﬂﬁﬁf@H(
Codman Farm or Drumlin Farm or Flint Farm, ik g

when they c¢rank up the o0ld manure spreader
on a Sunday morning at 8:00, and you have ,
pp s e ’,-' , s f? .“’/} w""‘ )//J
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the machinery and then a little bit of S

aroma, that is part of supporting the full

time farming activity in Lincoln. It takes

education, It takes education. Not easy.

But it's worth it. Because I think

the towns that have active farming, that
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have supported active farming, not only by
protecting the farmland for multigeneration
agriculture, but patronizing the farm,
whether it was for milk, eggs, or fruits
and vegetables, or flowers, there's a (Q()?4> 0% &?ﬁf;y(?;ff3
tangible benefit. Because more and more of '

our supermarkets are being owned by

overgeas companies. They're buying in

large volumes, not rnecegsarily the small

types of products that you would find at a

local farmer's market or roadside stand.

You can't really go to Stop-n-shop and say

you want that particular variety of pepper.

Go to Steve Verrill. Steve, would you grow

that little Cambodian variety that I saw up

in Lowell farmer's market? Would you try

that out for me? 2And he'll try it./ﬂéét

some seeds, try it out. That occurs.

Farmers in Lowell have asked the farmers to

grow different varieties, provided the

seed, and that changes the balance of their

production. And they do quite well with

these different kinds of-- You can't get

that in the supermarket. If you want a

wider variety, if you want a MaCowan (?)

apple, or a Bosc pear, or a special peach,

yvou could ask the farmer to try that out.
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Or, in western Mass, they're coming in with
new bottled milk. It costs more, but with
this economy, people will pay a bit more,
because they like the taste of that milk.
It's not quite as processed. It's very
safe, but not quite as processed. So there
are benefits as well as costs. But by far,
the benefits outweigh the costs.

Q: Betsy just was asking me, did you
want to speak to some of the, what I might
call the aesthetic and the spiritual
benefits of having agriculture in a town

like this?

A: Well, certainly Lincoln is a, as H\) OZ:OL/", 55 35

I've noticed over the years, 1is a

prosperous town. I think it's the second

most wealthiest town in the state. People,
husbands and wives, do rather well in thisg 4
town. The homes are well maintained. :4f*ff? J;
There's enthusiasm about living in Lincoln.

It's a beautiful town. The home values

are-- I can't afford to live here. Let's

put it that way. 2And people come out and

they ride bicycles, and they look at the

fields, and they enjoy coming out to the

Dakota (?), or coming out to some of the

events here.
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But there is a missing element.
There's no Verrill Farm. Yesterday, we had
a meeting here in the Lincoln Library, one
of the largest farm meetings since 1966.
We had people from all over the state, f{
looking at a new project called "New
Beginnings, New Farms, New Markets.®* BAnd
Pat Gray (?) hosted it. But the food came
from Concord. Because there's no farm
here. It was wonderful. Stee Verrill (?)
makes these wonderful vegetable sandwiches,
and so she went over and got cider there,

and went over and got sandwiches. But that

is not possible in Lincoln. So it's sad //

/Vﬁﬁj

that you have all these farmers come in
from all over the state, and we've got to
go to Concord to buy our food at local
farms. It would be nice to have a Stee
Verrill or a Nat Arena (?), an Alan Wilson,
or a Guy Dorrin, or an active operation
here in Lincoln where people could
congregate.

Then the third thing is, what I
noticed today when I was over at Wilson's
farm, or any farmer's market, the
interchange among people, the townspeople.

They go to Wilson's, or they go to the

30
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Cambridge farmer's market, or Brookline or
Newton farmer's markets. And they talk to
each other. Whereas, you slip into a local
supermarket, and you're trying to get out
of there. You get in, get your cart, you
run out. You might grouch at the produce
man because the tomatoes aren't all that
good, or the meat man. "Can you cut a
little bit different?" You might have
three or four quick conversations. But if
you go to Wilson, people are talking to
each other, talking to the people. 8Sal is
there greeting everybody. Tony is there.
Tony, how are the mangoes? Tony, what's
coming in this week? Try this peach. Try
this carrot. Special carrots. Just
wonderful carrots. Take a taste. You
don't get that at supermarkets.

So that's, again, the socialization
around food is a very important issue,
whether it's growing it, whether it's
packaging and processing it, whether it's
buying it, and then when it's cooking it.
And so I think we're missing that. And
that's something that could happen here in
Lincoln, But it requires changes. I'm not

sure the Lincoln fathers want two or three

Seeccalip
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big roadside stands here, or a roadside
stand, or equipment. It takes education.

Q: You wanted to be out about 5:00°?

A: Oh, 5:00 is fine.

Q: Yes. Okay.

A: Can I talk a little bit more about
the history of 01ld Sudbury Road?

Q: I'd love to hear about it. As a
matter of fact, I was going to say, let's
get back to your family's farm. Actually,
before you start, if you could just for the
record, in like one sentence, just say that
in-- was it 19387

A: Right.

Q: My father started--

A: Immigrated from Long Island.

Q: Immigrated from Long Island, and
started a farm here in Lincoln.

A: Yes. Again, my name is Gus I\
Schumacher. I grew up on my family farms 02 / 08 ”9/‘ 02‘
here in Lincoln and Lexington and Wayland,
lived in Lincoln when I was one and two )
years old, don't remember that part of my \i}ffffﬂ¢?25b¢€/ ‘%fﬂ

.. /0 1)

life, but do remember very much working

7

. ,'r M
- 4 # I{. // % /.I
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with my father, my brother in farming here

in Lincoln, when these were the best soils

on 0ld Sudbury Road, absolutely superb
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soils. We would then take the parsnips and
the carrots and lettuce back to Lexington,
pack it, and store it. Now, the parsnips

. . . /" ) f f ~\ .f: .' .-J ( /
in Lincoln were some of the best parsnips / _-gﬁ{?/-w-‘ |

in New England, because the soils were so /( P(r.n _K?Fﬂ:ﬂ
K‘,?' | { A

alluvial, so free of stone. &And the taste & L)

was better. So my father gradually shifted

to more parsnips, and he grew them in the

summer. They take a long time to grow.

Harvested them, some in the fall. Left

some in the fields for spring dug. And

then the ones he harvested in the fall he

put in his root cellar in Lexington. And @Lfr J?ejﬁﬁgﬁ'F};j)

all through the winter, every day he would

go in and take out 20, 30 bushels, wash

them in sand ... (inaudible) make them nice

and white, package them in one pound cello

(?) packs, and then take that to the Boston

markets. And that became his specialty, %ﬂ) ()2t /-

was Lincoln-raised, Lexington-packaged |

washed parsnips. He became the largest

parsnip grower in New England, because of

these soils in Lincoln during the 50s and

60s. It was very interesting to see those

varieties being developed. AOT gﬁﬁiZ'CV7Q‘LF?:ZZL/
Then Robert Young, who is still alive

in Westin, and it would be wonderful if you

)
L

ot
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could interview him, was the scientist in
Waltham field station. And he developed
new varieties, testing them on 01d Sudbury
Road, with some of the farmers, and that's
where the Waltham butternut squash comes
from. It was hybridized in Waltham, but
tested in 01d Sudbury Road, over time, on
Manny Bois's (?) fields, my father's
fields, and the Sherman fields. It was
very interesting to see him develop that.
Also, the color in carrots, tested and
developed in Waltham field station, but the
testing took place on 0l1d Sudbury Road. So
the color in all your carrots came f£rom Bob
Young. And some of the famous tomatoes,
Waltham broccoli. So this was a very
vibrant, scientifically based agriculture
back in the 50s and 60s. And then of
course when the housing took over, it
further went into decline.

Also, these fields were wonderful for
the cukabits (?), the squashes, not only
the aforementioned Waltham butternut, but
the gourds. For some reason, the softer,
cooler summer evenings, plus the heat in
the day, gave extra color to ornamental

gourds. So, better gourd growing in
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Lincoln than it was in Lexington. So my
father let me have three or four acres, and
I grew gourds for four or five years, and
made enough money to go to college.

Because the gourds were just more colorful-
- we don't know why-- in Lincoln than they
were in Lexington. So it was very
interesting. 8o we'd pick them here, take
them over to Lexington, wash them up,
package them, varnish them, put them in a
nice box, and take them around to roadside
stands and at the First National Store. So
I'm thanking Lincoln, because it helped me
get through college. OUT é 2 2 4

Q: Would you like to talk about
farming as a way of life? For you,
personally, what that was like.

A: Well, my brother farmed over on
01d Sudbury Road on some of my father's
land. Before that, we'd broken up for
development. And he thoroughly enjoys it.
He's in the horticultural business, in
landscaping and trees. His career has been
in that, and he'll continue. His children
are in it as well. So again, three

generations of farming and horticulture.
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But it's different than working in M) Yy i/g M)?% . =
officegs. There's nothing like getting on
the tractor for the first spring plowing,
breaking ground. It's you and the weather. ii%;ﬁﬁffff;*fﬁﬁi}
You and the soil. 1It's your skill, and no ) g/

one's going to say, because that carrot

didn't come up right, you can't blame

anybody for it. You hope the good Lord - _ . f
will give you the water and the climate to _;#*_“*;h“__l
do it. But it's up to you, as an
individual. And I think that's what--
There's a lot of independence in New
England farming. People who are in it love
it. | And people want to get back to it.

But it's hard once you leave it, and you're

out a generation or two, for farmers to
take up new farming, from the university.
If you're not from a farming background,
it's hard work. BAnd it's not five, six,
seven hours with two or three coffee
breaks, and getting in at 8:30 and quitting
at 4:30. It's intensive during the time
you're working on it. And in the winter P )
. | pLT 021226
time, you have more time. ... S
And that's why, another reason for

active agriculture is in our system of

government in New England. The 25,000 farm
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families here are very, very active in
their local towns, many of them on boards
of selectmen, boards of planning, assess.
They volunteer, because they have more time
in the winter time. They can't during the
summer, but in the winter when all the
meetings take place, there's a
disproportionate contribution by farmers to
their local towns. It's very interesting.
Certainly in Lexington, many of the farmers
there are very active in their local town
boards. Far disproportionate. Seven or
eight families. But they're probably 10,
12% of the ward appointments when they only
count for seven families out of 6,000
families there. Because they take the bZ i 74“,”{5
time. They care about the town. They know

they're going to be there for

multigenerations. So they care that that

farm is going to be protected. Or, that ()7 7 « 7'+

neighbor is a bit grouchy, and maybe that
neighbor could find another place to live.
Freedom to farm, so to speak. If they
don't like living next to a farm, they
could probably find an alternative spot to
live, which would be more in keeping with

their sleeping in on Saturday mornings.

37
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Most people love living next to a O :,2 »{ / }/ J ;x' g :;:Kz
farm, love the joy of the seasons. The |
planning of the first plowing. The
greening up of the fields. The first

harvest in July. The harvest season, the

frost, and then putting down the cover :;:7
crops. And then the opeunness of the fields v
sleeping during the winter time. As trees /K?,ﬂ,ﬁﬂ  ~“;?§f7
grow up, they kind of miss that. They like h“./f;.,g_,fﬂ?:? 
the openness, but they like the working /, - 7 A
;§ndscape as opposed to the passive , o
landscape. I think that's more what people
like. They like animals. They like
fields. They like tractors. They like
people making a living on that farm. OVT 02 | 50 1B £
That's why I think Massachusetts has
done very well in the last 20 or 30 years.
They saw that the destruction of family
agriculture by unplanned sprawl in the 50s
and the early 60s, and said stop. And then
they had farmland protection. 2and then
they developed that with marketing. So you
protected the land, but you provided the

marketing outlet. And that was a pretty

brilliant strategy done by the legislature
and the various governors. And the result

is you have more farmers now in
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Massachusetts than you had in 1970.
Seventeen percent of the farmers are women.
Seventeen percent, which is very-- People
find that extraordinary. But women love--
Because they care more about the machinery.
They don't rush around with it. They take
a little more time, a little more caring,
more gentle.

Thank you very much for having me here
today.

Q: 'Thank you. This was wonderful.

Yes. I mean, we feel very privileged.
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