ELLEN RAJA INTERVIEW

Ellen: It was something
like 60,000 people that had come
through.

Ellen: Well once you've
gone there, to Maryland,
everything else just takes
second, third place. And for
buyers, they go there and they
get what they want; they go to
Maryland and get what they want.
Or they make other contacts. But
there are still sheep being shown
and fleece is being sold, and
varn being sold. 2And so I'll go
again. But he never wants to do
it again and I think I might. I
almost sold out in Maryland. I
have only three fleeces left out
of 28 I guess, 27, something like
that.

Ellen: We bought the house
from the Williams early in 1960.
And we had one child then. And
we knew that this was farmland.

That's one of the reasons we
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chose it. BAnd it being farmland,
I felt very strongly that it was
incumbent upon me to maintain it
open, as the previous people had
done. And it gave me the
opportunity to do what I've

always wanted to do, to work the

land.! And it didn't take me long

to find out what we needed. We

needed vegetables and we needed

milk and we needed eggs. 2And so

I bought some heng and we built a

henhouse. I bought a baby goat, /;'
which grew very quickly. And we

milked her for milk; her name was

Ginger.

And soon there was another
child and we all drank goat's
milk. And Roy would milk the
goat in the evening, and I would
do it in the morning. And it
worked out very well. He would
go off to work and come back from
work and do the evening milking.

And the vegetables from the
garden, some of which were

preserved for winter use. And it
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was good for us, it was good for
children to see this going on.
And it was good for the land.
And it was thrifty.

Ellen: Well when we came to
the land, there was farming going
on all around us. Across the
street, acres and acres were
being farmed by Mr. Boyce, Manley
Boyce, whom we always knew as
"Mr. Boyce." And Mr. Vanleer, on
our west side, had recently given
up cattle and Watertown Dairy was
using that land. And I am a
newcomer. I was young and
vigorous, and I didn't think that
it was appropriate for me to
come, the first person in, what,
200 years, and change the use of
the land. I won't be here
forever. So it's sort of
like being a custodian. 1It's
mine to do with, that's for sure;
but it's also my responsibility
to maintain it in good order and
open, and usable for the next

person who comes along.’/And I
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feel the same way about the

house. I'm here only
temporarily. The house is old.
Ellen: There are no

vegetables raised here now. I do
a very small cut flower business
and I sell, in the summertime,
flowers to country weddings and
to the West Concord Flower Shop.
And in the past, that has been a
big business. And I've sold to
Barbour Brothers (?) and made a
lot of money. But it's hard,
hard work. And so that is sort
of, not that the children are
gone and there isn't the need for
the food, I've switched over to
flowers and I like it wvery much.
It was an enormous passion when I
first started.

We've always had chickens in
the chicken house. They rotate
in and out. Baby chicks come.
The older hens go away for
somebody's food. And eggs are
sold. And I've always done that

and I have great pleasure doing
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that, selling eggs to my

neighbors, to other people in the
town. Sometimes we have an awful
lot of eggs to sell and sometimes
the hens dry up and don't have IR
. M o5 5811/

We started out with goats,
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we had milking goats. And then [)()T ﬁ(’“fﬁé : @’-}4;27

when Roy went to school, just as

the third child was being born, {Jff GCJ éa%?k ﬁ%ggfff
he left his full-time work and 7 '
— . A 2l .4 (7
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went full-time to school. (;nd I v 7 = T >
IN 0006 2027

was nursing a child and milking a
goat, and filtering the milk, and
nursing a baby. And milking the
goat, and filtering the milk.

And there was a strong smell of

sour milk. And we sold the
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goats. A eo
And immediately, there was 1 00" Ob ' 40 20

grief that descended upon us all.

There was no large animal. And

clearly, we must have loved it a

lot more than we knew because we

— N ’N OO ! C)(:), zi‘)' é g :/\:)

missed it a great deal. 2nd a -

friend of mine called me up and ‘fE;-/

said, "Guess what, I bought a
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sheep for you." I said, "I know
nothing about sheep. I do know

you can't have one." "“QOh," she

said, "it's in my barn." I said,

"No, you can't have one sheep."

"Well, then I'll go get another

I said, "There's no fence.
You have to keep sheep in fences;

you can't put a collar on them

e

one." And she did. Qgrﬁo 0 7,'/5}'(,

I,

like goats." I;Well,“ she said, |N HO 07 L2l 2D

"T'11l keep them both 'til spring,
and in the meantime, you can put
up a fence." And those sheep
were thrust upon me.

And once they were here,
Suzie and Baba (?), I believe, if
I'm remembering correctly, and
we're talking about the early
708, it was a wonderful feeling.
And I asked my mother, "Were we
shepherds before we came over to

this country?" "Certainly not,

my dear. We hired shepherds; we

hired farmers.® iBut I am so sure

that somewhere in the past,

there's strong, strong heredity
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there of animal tending. And I ij C)ﬁ f(ﬁéﬂ Igf&qu
don't feel the same way about
cows at all. I have no affinity

for cows. But sheep, yes. They

are infinitely useful. — QouT D6 OT 28° 28
oo 0% 29410

So it's been sheep ever iy O

; i il §57
since and I hope it will be _ - R~Y, 1/

=5 _ _ 5 - ;
forever more.é We have some geese

here that will bite your kneecaps
and nibble your shins. 2and
they've always been here. 2and I
sell their eggs, so they're not
freeloaders.

What else is there, dogs,
working dogs. And when the o )
working dogs get very old, they ' 00+ O :‘: :L{ i{(?ﬁg
are freeloaders. Meg is very old ;ﬁ_ )
now. And useless.*”Fég allong A)f'ﬁe
time, Meg was given to me as a
five-year old, and not trainable.

I used to say that I have some [

working dogs and a dog for whom I

work. And that was Meg. But

she's mine, all mine, until the

end of time. 00T po" 0 R 0 27
Ellen: Well, farming in the . [N ' Op 4 £O9) ey

town of Lincoln, I just would /V( Uv'/i;



never think of Lincoln without

farming. It was a farming

community. 2aAnd we have a lot of

open space, and the space needs _f ,.._ LS
to be used. And since it's been | x\{<"”-””
used for agriculture in the past, fjf'
it should continue that way. I'm

not saying that there should be

farm families here because you

can't make a living that way

anymore. But surely, the land

can be used for everyone's

benefit. , OUT Qf)fféfl(aib

I used to work at the
Waltham City Hospital, and I was
roundly accused of being a "snob"
and being exclusive, because we
had two-acre zoning in Lincoln.
And we had all that we just grew
corn on, and that there should be
houses for people who would like
to move from Waltham to Lincoln
but can't because we've sewed up
our land.

And I asked these people,
"Do you ever eat corn?" "Sure.

I got to the store and buy it."

-
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"Where do you think it was grown?
And if it wasn't grown around
here, you wouldn't have it. &And
your sguash and your peas and
your carrots and your turnips,
they all came from right across
the street from my house.
Because I see the truck coming
and T see the truck going to
Waltham."

And it was hard for them to
grasp that. The people that I
was associated with there think
that it should be housing, that
it should not be tied up, either
legally by the town or by

anybody, any one person. That,

to me, is wrong-headed. _i think
Lincoln has done a fantastic job
in maintaining the two-acre
zoning, and to maintain their
land open.

Now there are lots of places
where it's grown in, all that
umbrella land across from Bull's
Terrace (?) was all wide open.

Fields and a large pond, do you
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remember that? I watched them

fill that pond with dump trucks.

And bit by bit, that land grew //
in. We used to harvest pumpkins
off that land. They culled
pumpkins that they can't use
after Halloween, and feed them to
our sheep. There's nothing
better for the sheep than
pumpkins and pumpkin seed.

But that's what happens when
people are not vigilant; the land _ NO 12
will grow in. [Zhaﬂéhen, if Qou
try and clear it, because it's
lowland, conservation is going to
say no. The conservation
commission is going to look

critically at it and say, "No,

you can't do it." [But it was N .\ OO 2440 1]

always wide open. Across the
street here, it was open from the '7ff£5ﬁ{;fr
road to the top of the Druml#ké. )
Ellen: All the way. You
could stand right there at the

, -
edge of the road and see all the /L//(jf%’

way to the top of the Drumland.
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And no trees, nothing. And it

was lovely, that sweep of land. — OUT A0 13! C)"‘{-'f 27

Ellen: Back when I had N OO0 /'Lf: OC) .y
young children, it was a
timelessness. It was an extended
timelessness. There would be,
after lunch, a whole a time when
nothing happened at all until one
had to get around to fixing up
some supper. And that lovely
expanded timelessness, we could
get together and take a blanket
and walk with these babies and
young children, carrying babies
through the fields, and quite
often, I'd go out into Boyce's
land, being careful never to walk
on his crops, always through
paths, and because it was so
clear and open, there's a broock
that comes through. Tt comes
down from the Drumlggd into a
pond, and then out of the pond,
along a channel, which was dug.
It's a dug way to keep the land

from being so wet, and it comes

]



out and meets our brook that
comes through our land.

But in those timeless times,

we used to go over here and lie Y, ;ff/,, tf

on the slope of land that slopes

down to the brook. And we're f (e L'(wﬁ?ﬁ

below the wind level, we're ppd oleleclic

below. And these wold be spring ; i; 17
and fall days, the sun would be ‘;;f/ﬂ /
lovely. And you could hear the _g /

water, just at your feet, just
below you. And you're lying
there in the grass and you could
hear the wind above you. 2nd
there would be just nothing
there, nothing else around. We'd
have such fun doing that, you
know, watching bugs and chewing
grass. And those times are gone.
We don't have that extended

timelessness that we used to

N

have.
Bllen: I'm glad you
children aren't here to tell you,

... (laughter) because sometimes

it's not easy. | If there's a lot IN 00461712
of heavy, hard responsible work
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to be done on a farm, it involves

a lot of people; the farm grew as

I had more children. some Yy
children were interested in the |
farm and some were not. But as I

became more involved with things

that involved the farm, there was

less and less time to do indoor

work. But there were plenty of

people. 8o we simply parceled

out the jobs, parceled out the

workload.

And I didn't require
children to work outdoors; just
those that wanted to do could.
But they were required to make
that choice. And I can remember
having a very bad time with one
of the girls who didn't not wish
to work in the dirty barn, but we
all needed lunch, and she was
very young. And I said, "You
have a choice: Either you do
this job here in the barn and
I'll go in and make lunch, or you
make lunch and I'll stay here and

do this dirty work." BAnd at a



very young age, she same in and
made peanut butter sandwiches for ‘ ) .
us all. oUr | s O
But it becomes a necessity
for them to work with me. If
we're going to have this
lifestyle, then you have to work
too. You have to come along,
either beside me or Roy. 2and the
boys, typically, Jonathan, the
young one, worked day after day
after day with Roy, putting up ‘
this electric fence. e OUf 00/ /7; 5%; v
Ellen: That's right, that's
right. And it's still working.
And Roy got all his little notes
this morning. The farthest one
on the right.
Ellen: I do. And the last
one is a foster child. Four
children, you see my name on
there, second from the right.
And then four children, and then
we've had a lot of foster

children, so that last one is

generally for foster children.



I think it's important for
children to understand that I'm
not a slave. 2And I don't get
paid for my work. And they
shouldn't be either, that we're
part of a unit, we're part of
living together. BAnd I've given
my family, my children an option
to leave this unit any time they
wish to. And before they were 12
years old, they did choose to.
But because we have this
incredible neighborhood
relationship, they could leave.
And so could my neighbor's
children leave their families and
come here. "I'm not going to
stay in this family for this
whole weekend. I'm going over to
Aunt Jane's," and pack a bag and
leave and go over to Aunt Jane's.
Or go to Evelyn's or go to
David's. And it was a
relationship that worked because
it takes the pressure off. It

worked awfully well.



Ellen: Partially, but it
could have been anything. It
could have been industry. It
could have been something that
we've built and marketed
together. Whatever the choice
ig. But I have a very strong
feeling that children should be
needed for more than just because
we love them, that they're needed (8
in ways that make it possible to :
live together. If we have three ¢
bathrooms in this house, and
Betty once said to me, when I
said to her, "Oh, I've got to go
home, I've got to clean house.
I've got three bathrooms to
clean," "Oh," she says to me,
"are you the only person who uses
them?" Arnd that made me stop and
think. No, I'm not the only one.
So there has to be more sharing
there. There has to be more
dispersement of responsibilities.
And there was, and they were at a
very young age, those children

had a lot of responsibility.
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When there was any kind of
emergency here at the house, and “» ) _r o
in those early days, in the '70s, ' |
we had problems with dogs, and
I'd have to rush to the school
and get my helpers back here. OUT— DO"Z“ /% "C) ﬁ
And I'd snap them right up out of
class and I'd get Jonathan and
I'd get Victoria and I'd get
Rebecca, and I'd get whoever else
wants to come with them. Because
I need help right now.

And I'd haul them home and |N OO; Al: 297 o7
we'd solve whatever problem it
was, fix the sheep, put the
iodine on, sew them up. If it ;f,'fm-L?gf
was a lambing problem, they'd
help me with that. 2And then
they'd wash up and I'd take them
back to school.i'f_dénjt thiﬁk
that's done anymore. I think it
doesn't necessarily mean that it
has to be farming, but it has to

be a cooperation.

» # i O
Now, I don't think any of my ,“ Ooegl ¢ 5q d “3
children will farm. I think my /L} dj/ fron
r & - 5 2

oldest daughter, Rebecca, will

f /

(7



come closest to it. But even
still, when we have a tremendous
load of hay coming in, those
children are called up, and back

they come to unload hay. They

P ——————

know how. | And at shearing time
at Betty's, Betty always says,
"You're sure Rebecca can come?"
Because Rebecca is one of our
very best sorters. She can sort
guickly and efficiently during
shearing. And she knows what
she's doing. --

She learned to spin wool.
Somecone asked her. I was at a
show or a fair with her once.
And someone said, "Well, dear,
when did you learn to spin?% And
there was a complete blank loock
on her face and she said, "I
don't remember." She learned
before she remembers. She's an
excellent spinner, but she
doesn't do it now.

Ellen: Well, the Vanleer
land was always full of cows.

And they must have been brood

/3.
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cows because we would watch to
see if the birth was normal. And
occasionally, Jane and I would
scamper out their and break a
sack to get a calf out. And that
was Watertown Dairy, and that was
going on for a long time, many
years. And all the Boyce's land
was being farmed, and that was
squash, carrots. And we'd always
hear that old tractor going out.
And my eldest son, Randall, used
to ride with Manley, Mr. Boyce.
And he would go and ride that
tractor with him. BAnd it was a
very relaxed kind of thing.

Mr. Boyce came over and
plowed my first garden, and he
said to me, "The first time is
free." And I appreciate that.
But it was a big expanse of land.
The piggery had gone, the Boyce's
piggery, which was all up Boyce
farm road. That had gone. The
big barn was there, and I'd hear
the vegetable washing machines

grinding away. And the Boyces



would be farming, and that was an

old tradition. -~ o0
(tape cuts) We very often

tell our children, "That room is

yours. You can do what you want

in your room." And then by the

end of the week, we often say,

"You've got to clean your room or

you can't go to swim or vy

whatever." Now that's a double
message. So how do you
compromise on that? How do you
deal with this? So if your room
is such a terrible mess that it
bothers me, that becomes my
problem. So I'll close the door.
And there are all sorts of
things, at some point in your
child's life, you begin to
shuffle this out. I'm
responsible for washing the
clothes, washing and drying the
clothes; is it my responsibility
to go and find the dirty clothes?
Perhaps not. But if the dirty
clothes don't arrive at the

washing machine, where along that



step is my responsibility and
where is theirs?

So we set up a system of
boxes in the laundry area. And
the boxes have names: Victorian,
Jonathan, Randall. And the
laundry has to come to me. So
we've got a laundry shoot, and
it's easy. All you have to do is
lift that cover and drop the
stuff. And then the clean
laundry is folded and put into a
box. It's not my job to haul
that box upstairs. and if you're
missing your clothes, you've got
to go and look. They are in the
box. I'm not bringing them up;
I'm not putting them in the
drawer. If you want to store
them under your bed, that's your
business. If your room smells
terrible, that's my problem.

I'll close the door. You can
live in that terrible mess if you
would like. ... (laughter)

And we heat by wood. That

is our central heating. Now



everybody has a day in which they

are responsible for the wood.

And if there is no wood, it isn't

there to put it in the stove.

The temperature is dropping.

"Jeepers, it's cold." I put on a

coat. And the kids say, "I'm

freezing." And they go to the

list and see whose job it was.

And then they beat up on the kid

who hasn't brought the wood in.

I don't have to say a thing.

Ellen: Well, Mr. Boyce did Y 6}§; :1?N
plow my first vegetable plot, for
which I am very grateful. And
Mr. Vanleer and Mrs. Vanleer
helped me a great deal with farm 7]
information, particularly with : ‘/"’“
chickens. Because I didn't know
very much about them. f#f could @{“H“-
read a book, fortunately, and I

read a lot about goats and then I

S IK) 0(93 2&8
read a lot about sheep. ,But in

-ﬁ(‘"k (:( FUMA 244 { u’(

Lincoln, there are a lot of
people you can ask. I can go to
Mr. Flint, Warren Flint, and ask

him questions. I mean he doesn't

L aNeNd
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know about sheep, but questions
about land or land use and when
to lime and when to fertilize and
what kind of fertilizer and that
sort of thing. And they've
always been around, these people.f‘-'QJV.i ?ﬂ)”)
But most of all, Betty Levin
and I work together. (_rd because Our o0 c«;hc:; ik L :y;:fﬁ/
we're both interested in the same
kinds of things, we're interested
in the same level of care for our _&{%¢?/?555C HAL
sheep, the same exactness, and :%f;?’:;~-,“lgig?t
we're both very professional at
what we're doing. And we do it

——— o 28 57y
very well.]ﬂgaapggﬁhelp each %FJ CD ﬁ%

other. If she has a serious

/a:;' :"J

1iming problem in the middle of s - / A

the night, all she has to do is g-ded 4 /

call and I'll be there in about

Six minutes. | {Q G g ere ,,g..;;,‘_,\:’
And there have been many a ]f&/ QO+ &1 O 1 e

time when she has called me and
said, "I've tried and tried and
tried, and I cannot get this
animal's leg forward. And I'm
going to lose the lamb and the

ewe. Can you come?" And I won't



have been lambing for a couple of
weeks, so my hand is stronger,
because I haven't had to go in
and work. And I can put my hand
in there, and many times, I can
bail her out in that situation.

And she helps me in
innumerable ways. And we simply
have become very, very
interdependent.hiis_my spouse
says, "It wasn't a marriage made
in heaven, but boy, it works."

Ellen: Roy says that
Betty's and my relationship is
not a marriage that was made in
heaven, but it really works. It
works well.

Ellen: Yes I am, but
because when Armand Huff (?) was
here on Tower Road, I wasn't the
least bit interested in sheep.
But I think he had sglf « @oubts_.'f\-"
And I don't remembefhwhere it
was. I think Betty knows about

it. Did Betty speak about it at

all? Yeah, there were sheep on

U )
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Tower Road. But it was, you

know, a long time ago.

Ellen: A typical day, we're /A/ OO ! 2. IGI ”7

in May and we are half way
through our wool sales. So wool
is very much on my mind and in my
closets, in my space. So
tomorrow I will go to the New
Boston Fair and sell the rest of
the wool, and then, after Betty
and I make a trip to the wool

mill, wool will then be packed

f—

away. ' The wool that I'm going to

time of year, I get up about six.
And it's light. And as we move
into summer, I'll get up earlier.
I like to utilize the daylight.
And the first things I do is take
care of the lambs, those baby
lambs, feeding, cleaning, and
making sure that the mothers have
their food. And the feeding
actually takes a very short time.
The cleaning takes hours. And
that means that all the manure is

raked and shoveled out everyday.

s

=
a LN

o AN
et N

\ .

]

W_g/\,.. "

oUT 0o 23155 ,073

N po, B2y 110!

v,



And their accommodations are kept
clean.

This is the only time of
year that the sheep are allowed
into the barns, with their babies
into the barns, is lambing time.
We keep our sheep in the fields
and this makes sure that the wool
is ¢lean. They don't have any
straw to lie in, and they don't
have any manure o:; mud to lie on.
It's the only time that they're
allowed in. -

So by, maybe, 10:30 or
11:00, I'll be through with that
part of the day, and attend to
some household stuff. I eat
breakfast about 9:00, 9:30, sort
of breaking that morning work.
And after that, I do whatever
else needs to be done, whether it
be spinning or to progress in my
knitting, or to work on the bone
jewelry.

Now we move farther into the
season, and it's garden. All the

geeds which have been planted

OUT 00:32.54 0l
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here on the kitchen table and
germinated up on the barrels, and
have gone on to be kept in the
greenhouse across town will have
to go in the gardens. 2and by the
first week in June, all of that
will be planted, both the garden
down at Codman Farm, and will be
planted here in our garden. Then
it's growing time for June.

July, we cut flowers and
deliver, and I have to cut either
very early in the morning or very
late in the evening because of
the heat. We don't cut flowers
in the heat. However, we weed in
the heat, we do the weeding. And
that's hard work. And all
through the year, in between the
seasonal jobs comes the spinning

and the knitting of the products
that are sold in the fall., ——————- QOUT 00! 34 SHL07

After the first frost, I IN 00! 34 S (&
begin to bring the bones up from
the forrest and clean then and
get them ready for sale. And

those are skulls, sheep skulls,



for the most part, horned sheep
skulls, and they are meticulously
cleaned, bleached and re-glued
together, and prepared and
labeled for sale.

The Christmas Store begins
in the November, the first week
in November, and it occupies an
enormous amount of my time and
energy. And it's very profitable
for the farm. (iﬁd the Christmas
Store is a crafts cooperative in
Cambridge. And it is a very
successful cooperative, not only
for me, personally, but for all
the people who belong to it. [and
I sell my wool things and yarn,
and the goose eggs, and the
skulls and the jewelry there at
that store.

Lambing, of course, take and
unbelievable amount of energy,
takes a huge amount of energy.
And that occurs five months after
we breed, after the rams have

gone in. We take the rams back
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of course, is a tremendous fun

time, high stress. The first

weekend in March, we shear the )
‘J(‘\ (. j

sheep, Betty and I. We're

together. She helps me here and

I help her there. We have a crew

of people that work with us. We

have a scribe. Because every

fleece has a label that goes into

the bag with the fleece. We have

a professional shearer, whom we :é)g;CL
{
sign on with a year in advance.
We have another professional who C<ﬁf-?¢ [
lips the feet de ‘WV‘"AV{C
clips e feet. rd s
4 nett

And we have people to sweep
the mat where the sheep was —
sheared, after every sheep. And
we have sorters, sometimes four
at a time. And these are people
who come together and work,
usually, every year, the same
people. We have a huge meal in
the middle of the day, and a one-
or two-hour rest in the middle of
the day, where we all get
together and tell sheep stories.

And the shearers tell us all the



stories from up country. And we

LY

have, really, a marvelous time. — OO; 37. 34: /d
And then we get back to work and
finish, maybe, 4:30 or 5:00, and
will have sheared, maybe, 80 - 90
. nOT oL 37.43.03
And all those fleeces are
brought into their appropriate
places, and every single one has
a label. And then the process of
re-sorting and weighing and
labeling and getting them ready
for sales is something that's
done between March and the first
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Lambing is intense. Lambing ||\ - 00! 3% 01 Oq

of May. e
is a time when the intercom is on
all the time. And listening is a <2/L)

24-hour job. And the mother

sheep will generally let us know ;/ﬁ' 2 .
S WAL TS
when she's come into labor. And (o / )
v T r A
it's my responsibility to be X/ QC{ geCt !

there. I think part of that is
because she may need help; part
of that is because if anything
goes wrong, it might not be her

fault. It might be mine for not



being there. 2And there are loads
and loads of things that can go
wrong. And if I can prevent the
wrong turn, then that's good.
That's good for me; that's good
for the sheep; that's good for
the farm. ( And it's a
responsibility.

Ellen: Well, Mr. Catoni's
(?) piggery was still here and we
would chat. Of course, he's at
the other side of town from us,
and we had sheep and he had pigs,
s0 there wasn't a great deal to
chat about, but we knew one and
other; we knew that we were both
involved in hard work

And I watched the town, and
probably governed by the state
law, having to put out garbage
collection to bid. And Mr.
Catoni lost that bid. So here
was a farmer that belonged to ug,

belonged to this community, and

- i
i { J

unable to make it.; Because the
laws or the process had changed.

He won the bid, I think, it was

v
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in Wellesley. And he had to
travel to Wellesley for his
garbage to feed his pigs. And
that was very difficult for him.
And then times changed and
he could then collect garbage in
Lincoln again. I don't know why
or what the process was that
changed, but I don't think many
people, during that time, gave it

much thought, which was kind of

too ??d.” - | I\ 4 0 (Hf
lThen, of course, the laws ’

change again about processing the

garbage, and that's what really

broke the back of many, many Z{'“ _{

piggeries. The garbage had to be
cooked, and then the inspector
would come. And it was
difficult, and impossible for the
small piggeries to continue
working. Viﬁd, in Concord, it was
the same. It was the same
everywhere. (tape cuts)

Ellen: --the farmers when I
came in 1960, what it looked

like.

32.



Ellen: Okay, yes. The //U;' 00,’ #/fﬁzé;O/

DeNormandy's (?) barn had burned

and he lost all the cows. And

he'd lost his spirit. Mr.

Vanleer had been offered a job in

Boston with soil conservation. 2/
And he had left the milking |
parlor. And Mr. Boyce was

ageing, and he was still on his

~

tractor, going back and forth,
but his children did not wish to
farm. The Shermans had girl
children, and they went off and
were school teachers.

So that takes care of,

really, all the neighbors. ~All

the Boyces had been farming for
several generations, and if there

were any younger children out of

that group, they'd gone on Ray 'Baw{es
Puelts—(?) who was our fregquent
visitor down here, had been

milking cows and goats, and was a

very interesting man. But

unmarried and no children, so it OUT OO ; ‘1“2? 35: ,g
wasn't passed on. ! And I think IN 00, Y42 25 19
nowadays, both adults in a family
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have to be employed to swing the
mortgage.

So farming in Lincoln is
really not a reality, the way it
used to be. But there are ways
around it. There are ways like,
as we are doing in Lincoln,
renting out the agricultural land
for conservation, which is very,
very important. It keeps the
land in production, which it was
intended to be, always. fg;g’£hé-
rent has to be low enough, and
the contract long enough so that
the farmer can make a profit, SO
the farmer can use it.rJg;cause
if a farmer has a lease on that

particular piece of land for only

a year or two years or three

. OULT COiH3. 15722

oUT 60 431 26 09

years, he's not going to do vexy/ OUT 60: Hz:37" O Z

much in developing that land. —
Because he may not get it. And
if he's going to put lime on it,
which takes a year and a half,
perhaps, before he's going to get

a yield, and he's certainly not

going to do anything to change



the drainage, that kind of
restriction is going to be too
restrictive for a farmer to make
a profit, particularly, if
something happens and he loses

that crop, or loses one crop out
of three. |So we have to be very, y\) HOLH3E 590l
very flexible when we use our

land for agriculture. We have to

think carefully; the conservation “ d{

and other people who are leasing
our land have to think very
carefully, "What does the farmer
need? What does the down of
Lincoln need to do with the wy o il g )
UT 000 HY T 2E
land?"

I'm very pleased that

Audobon is continuing using the

land. I'm very, very please that \\/
P )
Codman Farm is using land, and I v
think using land appropriately. ,;Cbr_‘f(
And that needs to continue, and I i
(?519 C{t44 vt TS
think, as all farming operations, pfﬁ«ﬂf(rl %

they need to focus strictly on

S Bgrpieu-ERsgl SEEERE OF Hics o _, :
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(tape cuts) (end)



Ellen: I don’t know whether I know what
farming means to me, because I don’t
think at this point I know anything else.

I would not like to have my life depend
upon farming. It’s too precarious. It’s too
unsure. It can only be indulged in, I

think, as long as there is a secure

financial background. And I don’t think

that many farmers would have
that...particularly in this area.

And therefore farming becomes

something else. I wouldn’t say that it’s an
indulgence, I can’t say that it’s a hobby.
But it certainly throws it into a whole
n’other frame of thinking...frame of

mind.

It’s the only way I know of that one can
become bonded and close to the land, to

the Mother Goddess, to Mother

Nature...whatever you want to call it. But
it’s becoming rare...and it is a privilege.

I can only describe it as a great
privilege...a privilege I’ve had.
(Room tone) )¢, 24707

Section of Ellen spinning.

“Once we shear the sheep...,” ...etc.

g

(she describes about the wool and

spinning)
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