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Warren Flint, Jr.

Q: The first question I'm going to ask you,
Warren, is what your earliest memories are of
growing up on this farm when you were a youth.

A: My earliest memories are somewhat
limited. | can remembﬂone of the memories | have
is my grandm_oth"er v:/r;o was a small and short, very
wiry woman. She used to go out every morning and *
help sweep up behind the cows. Back then we had
the Guernseys, milk cows. Another memory would
be that in the summer when the pastures around the
barn here were eaten down we used to take them up
to Wheelers. And the whole hillside up behind the
two Wheeler houses we used to run our heifers and
dry cows all summer. And basically growing up on
the farm, it was a lot of work and very little time for
free activities.

Q: You want to talk a little bit about what some
of the specific chores were that you had as a boy
growing up?

A: My younger brother and |, younger brother
Ephraim (?) and |, during the school week we would
generally go out and help with some of the chores.
Father would do the milking. And in the evening we
would help out with all the chores, including | can
remember back in the 50s before we had a barn

cleaner we had to shovel the manure out of the gutter
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Warren Flint, Jr. 2

by hand, put it in a wheelbarrow and then push it out
where we stored it in the winter. And | can remember
one Christmas one of our Christmas presents to
father was to go out and do that all by ourselves.

And we were quite small. |think it took both of us to
work the wheelbarrow.

So our chores on a daily basis when we were
in school, again in the morning it was somewhat
limited. But in the evening we would help feed the
cows and clean up. In the summer things changed
dramatically because that was a very busy time. The
hay crop had to be brought in. And we put up, oh,
roughly 7,000 bales every year.” And in the 50s in
order to raise additional income father was one of
two farmers in town with a baler. And we used to
bale for Drew Doherty. | can remember when Pierce
Park was a hay field. And we used to bale it. And |
can remember he'd bring a wagon up behind a team
of horses and get two or three kids and he used to
drive quite quickly over that field and scream at the
kids to get the hay up quickly. }

We also did all of Sumner Smith's haying or
baling. And we also did Drumlin farm. | can
remember going over those steep hills. ) And one of
the problems with the baler we had at the time was
the knotters (?) were, shall we say, less than reliable.

And we used to get paid, my brother and |, ten cents
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Warren Flint, Jr. 3

an hour to sit on the back of the baler and all that
dust and check every bale as it went through and if
the knotter hadn't tied it, it was our responsibility to tie
it quickly before it came out the back. We spent
countless hours sitting in that awful heat and dust for

ten cents an hour.WThat's just one very vivid memory

“Thave.

Q: I'm going to jump ahead a little in your life
and I'm going to be asking you about your decision
to take up the farm. And | wonder if you could set the
stage for us. I'm aware that your father had sold off
some of the dairy herd at that point. Am | correct
about that? I'm not sure what year it was or exactly
what the circumstances were that preceded your
decision to take the farm over. So if you could just
set the stage and tell me what the circumstances
were.

~ A: Sure. In the mid 60s agriculture had really

- more or less died out. We were the last dairy farm in

town still going. And father became the first
executive secretary for the town of Lincoln and he
worked part time. | think originally two days a week
and then on to thquJMy brother and | were both in
hlgh ééhobl ;nd so we shared a lot with the chores
and did a lot more. And it was actually one year
when father, one spring, when father was

hospitalized for quite a while. And | can remember
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that Eph and | had to get up in the morning, milk the
cows and we were getting into the haying season.
So one of us would milk the cows, the other would go
out and start cutting hay. And then after school we
got home as quickly as we could. | was excused
from sports. And we'd come home and bale the hay
we had cut the day before and do the evening
chores. And this went on for six weeks, | think. It was
a rather busy time.

__But as father went to three days a week the
herd was cut back, | remember, to ten cows. And
then eventually the cows went. But we all felt
strongly about the land and father held onto it. |He
leased to a couple farmers for a number of years.
And | was in college and then went into the service
for four years. And when | got through | finished my
college education and actually went out to Northwest
thinking it would be fun to work there for a while. But
that was in the mid 70s and the economy was
atrocious and there was no work available. So my
wife and | more or less migrated back here and | got
a job in an architectural firm in Cambridge.

And then after two years with the firm | went
out on my own. | had done a lot of work with Bob
Lamere (?). And it turned out | was working 40 hours
for this firm in Cambridge and 40 hours for myself.

And | can remember going into my boss at the firm
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and announcing one day that our first child had been
born and that | was also giving them my two week
notice. And we ended up in the cottage north of the
barn, on the other side of mother and father's house.
And once | had gotten back here in the area | started
working the fields, putting up some hay and selling it
locally to the horse crowd.

And then for father's 75th birthday | bought two
beef animals for him. | thought it would be nice to
have some livestock back on the place. And now
we've got 28 of them and a horse. It's basically a
hobby. The family has owned it and worked it for a
number of years and it's sort of fun keeping that

tradition going. Some people have sailboats or go

Q: | guess you did tell me about the livestock
that you brought in, the cattle. But how many acres
were you farming at that time? How did that change
from earlier days? Was it the same size as it had
been? When you took over the farm what was the
situation?

A: The original farm that father owned was 54
acres, 17 and a half acres up in the field and | think
around 35 back here. And there are about ten acres
of open pasture and the rest is wooded. In addition
to this land there are some other fields that father

used to farm when he had the full dairy herd. As |



W 60:)]: 4P

Warren Flint, Jr. 6

mentioned earlier, the Wheeler property, the hillside
was used as summer pasture. And the Chapin (?)
field he hayed. And I'm trying to remember, there
may have been some other fields that he also hayed.
And right now we still hay the same fields, including
the Chapin field. And | use the land back here, the
35 acres, as pasture for the cattle. |

Q: As | understand it Lincoln was primarily a
farming community for centuries really before it was
in a sense discovered by some of the urban
businessmen and their families who moved into
town. Can you tell us a little bit about when this
transition really began to happen? Did that in
particular have any effect on farming in Lincoin?

A: Lincoln, as many know, evolved from the
corner of three towns, Concord, Watertown, | think
Lexington. Mother and father would know this. For a
number of years it was known as nip town because
there were little nips from three communities. And it
was set up because of a parish. The people in what
is now Lincoln back in the days of horse and buggy
just didn't want to travel so far to go to the
neighboring churches and so they wanted set up

their own. And that was basically the reason for it.

-And the town was incorporated quite late for this part

of the country, in 1754. And it's my understanding it

was primarily an agriculturally based community.
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It's obviously changed over the years and now
| guess one could classify it as a bedroom community
of Boston.]_lﬁﬁk there are several major factors that
(I:_h_a_r'i-g’e;d ;he town. One was the introduction of the
rail service in the 18-- latter half of the 19th century.
And that provided direct service into Boston. And |
think that then there were a number, a few prominent
Boston families that had summer homes out here.
The Storrows, the Codmans and others. And that
probably established Lincoln to some degree as a
summer estates or some of the land was devoted to
large family estates.

And then after World War Il when route 2 went
in | think that became a major route of access from
Lincoln to the east towards Boston. And so | think
those were the two major changes. | And obviously
what Lincoln has done with its land use in the last 25,
30 years has affected, I think, the type of people who
want to move in here now.

Q: When you were growing up and maybe in
your teen years-- | don't know exactly how old you
are-- it seemed to me that that was a period of time,
like maybe in the 50s or 60s when a lot of the very
large farms in town were beginning to shut down
their operations. Like the Boyce farm and of course
the Denormandy, some of the other, more large, the

larger farms that were in town. | was wondering how,
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as a child having grown up here and particularly
having grown up on a farm, how that felt. What was
that like for you to see these farms disappearing?
A: | was born in 1946 anq i_r]jthrough the early
/A 40! /14, /9. 15 50s and mid 50s there were_”a”h-t.meer of farms in
" town. You had the Denormandy farm, which was
/ ? 505 v & %s /7 AN also a large dairy operation, or relatively large. Hans
Van Leer over in south Lincoln also had a dairy farm.
And there were several market farms.y The Boyce
ovr 00/ i'““ Lf ‘27 farm, also ih south Lin;:o.lﬁu,- ;n& -;[—h-; Rickeys had a
large market vegetable operation up in north Lincoln,
although they were based in Lexington. |
vy Y 5 90 L ... And as we went through the 50s into the 60s
those farms basically went out. (I think on
Denormandys, who were jUSt down the road, the
biggest factor there was the big barn fire which |
a 20/ ]85 )b - R0 _believe was in 1954. \And on the western end of our
house on the second floor is a porch. And it has
screens on three sides for summer use, in the winter
we put windows up. And we all used to sleep out

. there in a row of beds to keep cool in the summer.

And | can barely remember father waking up about

1) 001534117 .

3:00 am in the morning and looking off to the
southwest and the whole sky was just lit up and
[ | brilliant with terrifying orange and yellows. And he

said, "That's Denormandy's barn." And he got
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dressed and started running through the woods
o towards the barn

vr 007 5:57 2% - And as kids we obviously wanted to go see
what was going on. And mother eventually let us get
up and drove us down to the ... (inaudible) cemetery.

And by then the fire department had been there and

_. i . - Jim Denormandy and his helper and father were
‘W A0 16202
) able to get a number of the animals out, but they lost
; . /
N L as ann ot EULE FAAR a good number. It was one of these tragic situations.
"{'1;' | i

And it was a beautiful barn. And Jim Denormandy
rebuilt the barn and put up a new silo but it was a
smaller operation. And just a few years later he
QUT 00 /6] 3750%  discontinued farming. )
And | don't remember when Hans Van Leer
went out but | think it was, again, in the 50s or
~ certainly by 1960. {And so it was a change. |can

remember in school being the last member of a

,_ _/,_1 ColA 'S SCHmn family farm. And | at times felt out of place because
1 / e : ;.L-.;". most of the kids, their parents were more, shall we
/ -y )
<r / say, from a professional background. But | also
p Seh

remember back in the 50s and 60s every car you
saw on the road you knew who was driving it and
you waved to everyone. And certainly that has
% changed dramatically today. |
| Q': Would you say then that maybe the fire in
the Denormandy barn might have been kind of the

pivotal moment when everything seemed to change?
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A: It could ng It was obviously based purely

on economics. With the increase in transportation ...
(inaudible) railroads which had come in in the latter
half of the 19th century, but also trucking after the
war. That crops could be brought in from a further
distance. And with that transportation at work
communities closer in to Boston lost their agricultural
use because the land became more valuable for
other uses, predominantly residential. And that's
basically what __haplpened in Linco_ln.j Again, it's just a
matter of the economiés..-ALrl;jﬂihat's what drove the
farms out. But certainly the Denormandy fire could
be taken as an indication of what was happening to
agriculture this close into Boston.

Q: A dramatic moment, | guess.

A: Yes.

Q: | know that gradually these farms were
being converted into residential land. And yet how
would you say that Lincoln was able to keep its land
open? What were some of the organizations and the
devices that were put into place to make this
happen?

- A: 1think the reason Lincoln has so much
open space today in comparison with a number of
other similar towns is that there were a number of
people involved with town government who felt very

strongly about the character and also had the vision
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to anticipate where we would be today 25, 30 years

BOT 107 )50 00 4 ~ago. And took action. |One of the pivotal events that
triggered that was the Wheeler property. 109 acres
up on top of the town hill. And when the last Wheeler
owner died it was left to some cousins, | believe, in
New York City who had no interest in coming back to
the town.

Q: Tell me that story in a little bit condensed
form because | need to tighten up some of this and |
may not have time to use the whole story. You were
talking about the Wheeler property. | was asking
how the land stayed open.

A: 1think the reason Lincoln has preserved so
much of its open space and agricultural heritage has
been because of a number of dedicated citizens who
had the foresight 25, 30 years ago to anticipate what
was going to happen in this region. .] And one of the

/A) 0o 7 20! 55: 10 plvotal moments and first ones probably was the
Wheeler property. It was a 109 acre farm up on top
o of the town hill and the last of the Wheelers had died
’{ er / o and it was left to some cousins in New York City.
ﬂcﬂ/ﬂj} ¢» And | can remember Ken Bergen (?) coming down to
o N the barn early in the morning when father and | were
| doing the cows and mentioning the situation. He just

said, "We just can't allow that 109 acres to go into

houses."
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And so the Rural Land Foundation was formed
with some private citizens. | think there were about
25 or 30. The purchased the property, sold off the
two houses and then developed nine lots and
protected the rest of it. |think 60 plus acres were

protecteq.JAnd that was one of the first

organizations. Then there was the Land Trust which

Bill Preston (?) was very active in.

e A S€CONM Organization was the Land Trust

which Bill Preston was very active in. And the
Lincoln Conservation Commission also did an
excellent job and made many large purchases were
made beginning back in the mid 60s and carry forth
to this d_a;_r‘.“_J\There hasn't been much activity in the
last ten, 12 years but there are still some key parcels
that need to be protected and hopefully those will be
dealt with in the next few years.

Q: I'm going to ask you two things. First
maybe you could tell me about how you persuaded
your parents to put this farm, or at least some of the
fields, into, | believe into conservation trust, is that
correct? I'm not sure what the exact details were. |
know your mother had mentioned something like
that.

A: What's happened with our property here,
the 54 acres, is I'm involved with my private practice

in what | call conservation land planning. And we do
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a lot of work with land owners and helping them
establish a conservation future for their properties.
And | had been talking with father for a number of
years and he just kept saying, "l want the place to
27 5402 stay the way it is.j'J He grew up in the depression.
N And | spent a number of years, along with Ken
Bergen, trying to convince him that land values had
gone up a little bit since the 30s and that Uncle Sam
would insist upon a rather significant portion of the
value.
/ N 001 2%' /5 'O ————— And so eventually he ended up protecting the
farm. And basically what happened, when the
cousins across the street wanted to sell their land the

town approached father and he agreed to sell the

development rights on his 17 and a half acres for a

fraction of their fair market value in order to keep the

e 2e)0 & U ok two fields _prote_c_teg_.__l And then the following year he
o0 = restricted voluntarily the rest of the property over
here, the 35 acres, reserving out the possibility of two
OUT 00245 7. 29 house lots in the future. But the land is all protected.

And so that's where it sits now.

And then just as part of an estate planning tool
he set up a family trust for future generations. And
the land has been transferred into that over the years
so that it's now out of his estate and there will be no

estate taxes due.
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Q: I'd just like to ask you, and I'm not sure |
know the answer to this but I'm hoping that you do,
would you say that the conservation of land the
preservation of agriculture are the same thing? And
if they're not, what are the inherent conflicts that you
see between these two perhaps divergent interests?

| e B ’,»,yﬁ e At Consetrvation of land generally | view as
/N 00 AS ST keeping land in its current generally undeveloped
state. Agriculture, or preservation of agriculture, can
be totally different._)lﬁény people view land
conservation or conservation of land as preserving

N PO 26,05 100

(;D Leagleewe of Coneint st wildlife habitats and keeping development out of

5(77 ﬁ@ ; ;M b ,.fé; __mé!_f_e__%g_JAgriculture can be quite different. Now, the
two can be the same. It really depends on the piece
of land. But a lot of the conservation land in Lincoln
is set up to protect habitats and provide recreational
ffgge’s._jAround Sandy Pond it's watershed

protection. But that would be, | would classify or

categorize as conservation.

y U 50 RTINS A . Agriculture can be quite active land use.
Crops, hay crops, are harvested three times a year.
One has to fertilize, reseed, etc. And so the two are
different. In Lincoln a lot of the land that's been

conserved or protected is agricultural land. And way

by o
T

back in the 70s when the conservation commission
developed a five year open space plan they

established five criteria for land that should be
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protected or goals they were trying to achieve. And

one was to preserve agricultural lands in town.| And

it's my understanding right now that there's more
acreage in Lincoln under active agricultural use than
there was say in 1960. Which [ think is phenomenal
and something the town should be very proud of. |
Q: We interviewed Betty Levin (?) and as you
probably know very well, much of her land, the
pastures that she uses for her sheep is actually
conservation land. It's not her own private land. And
I'm sure she's very happy to have it that way but she
did say that there were some difficulties with her
operating her farm on conservation land in that it's
open for recreation so that people can walk across
(simultaneous conversation) with dogs that aren't on
leashes that of course can be in fact fatal to sheep
sometimes. And also that they come over a fence,
unwittingly knock the fence down or weaken the
fence and then she loses animals and so forth. So
there are some inherent difficulties with these two

interests kind of--
[end of side A]
Q: --inherent problems in trying to overcome

maybe some of the regulations of the conservation

commission that monitor the land versus the needs of
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the farmer in terms of keeping his land going and his
crops growing and so forth.

A: | don't believe that there's a major conflict
with recreational use of the town conservation lands
and the agricultural use on some of those acreages.
Occasionally there will be a nuisance. I've had
people ride through. There's one individual ride
through a new seeding when it was wet and tear it
up. And | spoke to him and he's done it again but |
think that's an isolated individual. For the most part |
think there's little problem. The conservation has
been very active in controlling trail bikes which
potentially could be a problem. The people going
through our fields, with that one exception, have
been wonderful and very respectful.

And I think from a farmer's perspective that the
rental rate for the fields are quite low and it's quite
reasonable. And there's a fair amount of paper work,
but in this day and age there's always paper work
when you deal with a governmental agency. But my
experience has been quite positive and | think most
of the farmers who lease land from the town or the
Land Trust would say that it's been a positive
experience and certainly critical to their agricultural
operations.

Q: Do you think that it is possible for

agriculture to remain strong here in Lincoln? And
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that despite the pressures, the financial pressures
and perhaps pressures on the land-- | mean we all
know what a house lot costs these days. | mean it's
phenomenal. There's a lot of temptation, | think, for
people who do own large tracts of land to make that
kind of profit on it. Very difficult to try to preserve this
rural character. | wonder if you had any comments
about that.

A: The future of agriculture in Lincoln, | think,
is somewhat two fold. The land that is undeveloped
now that's in agricultural use is somewhat limited.-
Most of it has either been protected through town
efforts or has already gone into houses, housing
development. | There are some key parcels still
privately 0\;vned where there's no restriction and can
be developed. And | think the economic pressure for
the families to go after that money are emphatically
there. And I think that most of the families will at
some point feel the need to realize that value. And
so that's a major threat to the town and | think it's
imperative that the town become proactive and they
do it now to identify these parcels, which have
already been done, but to work with the land owners
and try and protect them. ",

The other side of the coin for agricultural future
in-Lincoln is the economics of it. There's Drumlin

farm and Codman community farms which are both
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(’?’, i / WA nonprofits. And although they have to watch their
Loy 0 e income there's a lot of, shall we say, non
7. agriculturally generated revenues that support those
operations. And | think they're key to the town and
0y OL{, 2%, ,5 A the character of the town.| As for the private farmer,

: : there are only a few of us left in town. | don't believe
A / oA any one of them actually makes a living at it. There
| y may be a couple. Some of the market gardeners
from out of town who lease land in Lincoin do make a
living at it. | think the potential for livestock to
éé) e é) i ,Q@ -~ become to support a family in town is very limited.

Today one has to get into specialty crops and

Ay - sell to a specialty market in order to be economically

sound. And | think there are a couple organic

operations in town that bear this out ,where people

%
> .

pUT 00:0571% 122

may abtually be maki_ng a living on a few acres,
organically grown or specialty crops.

Q: Talking about specialty crops actually |
meant to ask you this earlier. 1 was wondering if you
could farm just for a few minutes about your choice of
the belted galways (?). They are, | guess, what you'd
consider, that's a minor breed. Is that correct?

A: The cows we have here are a beef breed.
And they're called belted galways. They're a
Scottish breed. The reason | bought the two of them
g for father back, oh, a dozen years ago is that Bruce

/& Bergen, a son of Ken Bergen who we visited at one
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point, had a few of these. And there's a wonderful
gentleman up in Maine who brought some over from
Scotland back in the 50s and developed a herd of
over 100 head. And they've caught on as a minor

breed and a specialty crop. They are noted, they're

__\\

alad basically all black with a white belt around the
( / > 2 bellies. Kids call them oreo cookie cows which |
ad / think is a very good description.
N /A They're a docile breed. They're smaller than
the Angus or the Hereford which are the predominant
beef breeds in this part of the country. They're more
docile, as | said. And they have two layers of hair, an
underlayer and an outer and so that in winter they
put on less body fat to keep warm. And | just like the
looks of them and the disposition. And been very
happy with them. They're fun to be around. Any
livestock coming from Scotland thrives on thistles
and rocks so they do quite well in harsh
environments. We have an area under one of the
barns where they can go in out of the weather in the
winter. And most of the time, even in a snow storm
when it's ten degrees above zero they'll stay out
under the big pine because they like the outside.

Q: --take over the farm when you retire?

A: There are three of us in my generation and

) . vf // 2/, we're the tenth one on the farm, tenth generation. My
£ v'fl} ! ) :
) children and nephews and nieces are the 11th.
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Right now we're the only ones in my generation and
my children, the 11th generation, actually living on
the farm. |don't know what the future will be.
Obviously with that kind of heritage it would be

wonderful if one or more of them decided to come

 back.| There are a few houses on the property and so

there are houses are available. And mother and
father set up the trust so that descendants can

certainly make use of those houseg,JAnd | would

love to think that one of the next generation, one or

more of the next generation, would actually maintain
some kind of agricultural use of the farm.

Father having protected it, it would always be
available for agriculture. So at least we know even if
we miss a generation or two, who knows, maybe in
the 13th or 14th someone will come back.| But
personally | would love tc;sele tﬁ_at _unbroken chain
maintained.

Q: Certainly the trend, the somewhat alarming
trend, is the people buying up these house lots and
turning them into mansions in town and putting even
more pressure, | think, as we were talking earlier, on
people that own large tracts of land. But I'm
wondering also, the other financial pressures on
farmers that we were discussing, whether eventually
there might ever be that time when there were no

more farms in Lincoln. And I'm just wondering if you
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think that is a real possibility. It seems like it's a fairly
vulnerable industry, not just in Lincoln but certainly
/f{ 4 ok / A f (@ ‘9 é | all of New England.
! | . e A: The future of agriculture in Lincoln, I think
there will always be some farming activity through
(AL LAAKANL (- Drumlin and Codman community farms. | see both
| those institutions as being around quite a while. The
Codman right next to the Codman house | think is a
beautiful marriage and a wonderful way of
maintaining some of the ambience of the 19th
century at the Codman house area.

As for private agriculture, | think that certainly
for the foreseeable future, at least 25 years, there will
be market gardeners who will be able to use, and
need to use, some of the local fields. As | mentioned
earlier specialty crops and people's desire for
organic foods and what have you, that can be grown
locally as well as being shipped in. People do like
fresh produce. \One of the biggest areas the
Department of Agriculture in Massachusetts has
been pushing in the last few years is the pick your
own. And a lot of people, Steve Earle (?) in Concord
for example, has done extremely well with that.

And he used to have a huge dairy operation.
And he told me the year after he gave up the cows
and went into market gardening and a large pick

your own operation he said, "The biggest mistake |
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[}

made in my life was not doing it 25 years earlier."| So

- | think égriculture has to respond to the local market.

And I think that there is that niche available and |
think it will keep agriculture around for quite a while.

From the economic point of view I think there
will be a few fools, such as myself, who, instead of
skiing or boating, as | said, will throw money into an
agricultural hobby. And we keep things going with
bailing wire and chewing gum. We have a 1946
tractor that still we use every year. It's the same age
as | am. But there are people who have come into
town or will come into town who will have the
economic resources to put into an agricultural
operation without the constraints of worrying about
every dollar. So bottom line is | think agriculture will
be here in some formL for a long, long time. |

Q: Warren, if you were advising a young
person who was really wanting to get into farming
what would you tell him or her about farming as a
way of life?

A: For anyone who wants to enter farming
now, someone entering college or coming out of
college, | think the most important thing is for them to
understand what's really involved. The hours and
the dedication. | can remember years ago when we
had the last of the cows there was a Harvard student,

a young man who had read Walden and who wanted
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a change of pace. And father hired him to do the
morning milkings and he lived in the little red house
right behind us. He lasted a week because he
wouldn't get up in the morning, 5:00 was totally
unacceptable. And wouldn't wash the milking
machine so our bacteria count went through the roof
and the state inspectors spoke to us, shall we say.
So agriculture takes a lot of time, it takes a lot
of knowledge, and an understanding of how things
work and how to keep things going. | think obviously

the operation we have hereé ghrsting up | had a

different lifestyle théh rhost of the kids in school.
Because when | wasn't in school, and the same for
my brother, we were generally back here on the farm
working. And so it eliminated things such as sports
and evening activities to a large degrqu= Right now
the operation is a hobby. lt's part time. | can do the
chores morning and night in 45 minutes total each
day. In the summer it's a different story.

.. S0 anyone who wants to go into agriculture, |
think it can be a fun profession. You have to have
the right personality. One needs to fully understand
what they're getting into and what kind of
commitment in time and money is involved. And also
to choose a crop or agricultural activity that they
enjoy. And as with any profession, if you enjoy it

enough, somehow you'll make it work.
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Q: There is a lot of hard work in farming but
obviously there was something that brought you back
here, something about the way of life that brought
you back.

O0 ., 1€ , 09 A: Obviously growing up there were times |
{ was embarrassed to be a farmer's son. Again,
LA AL '~ especially when we were the last ones in town. And
; some of the kids would make derogatory comments
and all that. And | can remember in my later teen
years resenting the fact that | lived on a farm as
opposed to parents doing a cleaner profession, shall
we say. But | got over that with college and service
and all. And the same has happened with my
brother and my sister. We all are very much devoted
to the place. And my professional practice actually
centers around preserving land which | think is very
much a part of my background and evolved from that
AOT  00: YRV ()A closeness with the earth and working it.

Q: What do children really learn growing up
on a farm? What do you feel a child gains and learns
from growing up on a farm?

- Al Growing up on a farm, | think, for children, if
they're involved with it, can come out of it with a
number of wonderful life experiences and skills. One
learns responsibility immediately. Or the livestock
dies or the crops fail. One also learns to marshall

one's time and effort. Where to put the time where
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it's most productive. One learns hard work. That
when there's a task even if it seems endless if you
take one piece at a time eventually you'll get through
it. || remember in the 50s father went through with a
load of hay the second story. And we spent the 50s
in the winter cutting trees out in the woods, towing
them up, taking them to a mill and replacing the floor.
And that took a number of winters but it was
something that had to be done.

And fortunately, because of his efforts, the
barn was structurally sound. So it can be here for
another 100 plus years__{ So | think there are a
number of things that one learns from growing up on
a farm. And many of those skills and way of looking
at things have been important in my life. And | hope
my children have picked up some of those better
habits associated with the farming activity.

Q: There was only one last thing which is
Joan reminded me it would be nice to have a quick
description of, you have so many acres and how
many barns, so many buildings and so forth. Just of
the propenty itself, just as a record. Describe the
property.

A: Our farm right now consists of a 17 and a
half acre field which we call the big field which is in
hay crops just across Lexington Road. And | also

grow corn silage for the cows. Then the main farm
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itself is 35 acres, is roughly ten acres of pasture land
and the rest is wooded. There are a number of
buildings on it. Closest in to the center of town is the
house that mother and father are in, built in 1901 for
my grandparents. Then there is what we call the
stone block garage, also built by my grandfather for
the repair of equipment.

Then there's the main barn which was built in
1870. lt's approximately 40 feet by 80 feet and has
hay mounds on either side and in the center up
above. And the cattle, father moved them down in
the late 40s down below to the basement. There had
originally been two silos. | can remember those.
They both came down, because they were wooden,
over the years and | put up a new silo which is
currently in use. And then the last building on our
side is the old bull barn. _\Father used to have two
Guernsey bulls here for breeding purposes when he
had the dairy cattle.

And he had a rather traumatic experience with
one bull one winter. He was taking water out and
slipped on the ice and fell. And that startled the bull
and the bull charged him and gored his leg. And he
almost lost his leg. |think he was around 20 or 21
but they were able to save the leg. EMother and father
can tell more about that. }'\cross the street are our

cousins. And that is the older Flint house. And also
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the barn over there is quite old and that used to sit
right where | am now. And father says he can
remember it being moved across the street on rollers
with a winch turned by oxen. | The farm was split
between his father and hié father's brother. And
when it was divided, since there were two barns on
this side they moved on over to the other side. |

Q: Is there anything you want to add that you
think would be of interest to people knowing?

A: What's your audience?

Q: We're hoping to appeal to the
townspeople, to in a sense raise their consciousness
about agriculture in Lincoln and the value of
supporting agriculture here. And also to give them
some historic perspective. We're really looking back
almost on the last century of farming. And here we
are about to go into a new century. So it seemed
appropriate that this was a good time to look back
and do a retrospective of farming here in the town. |
mean we'll probably give it some even earlier historic
perspective but we're going to concentrate primarily
on the turn of the century and how it evolved and
changed and came to what it is today. Obviously you
gave us a very good perspective today on the kind of
transition period.

- A: I'll just say something and do with it as you

want. | think Lincoln, what it is today is, | think many
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of us don't realize the role agriculture had in forming
what we are as a community. And one of the
Contt reasons people come to Lincoln today obviously is
schools. But | think the open space and the way
people view the community, not just the land but the
people also, has historically been very tight knit. And
| think even today with the increased population we
still view ourselves as a community. And agriculture,
| think, has played a key role. And | think it still does
today. lAnd if you took away all the agricultural
activities in town, although they are somewhat minor
from an economic perspective, or actually
insignificant I think most would argue, the land use |
think is absolutely critical.
The day | can't drive down a road or two in
/ ' Lincoln and see livestock is the day | pack up and
leave. |And | think a lot of people feel that way.
:Lmhout the open fields, if it all were to go back to
wood land Lincoln would be a totally different town.
Or if the large fields went into golf courses, totally
changed. And so | think it's imperative that people,
f whether they've been here 50 years or came in
¥ yesterday, understand the role of agriculture and
support it and help maintain it so that Lincoln will be
as it has been for 300 years and hopefully will
continue for another 300 years.

Q: Thank you. That was well said.
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[end of interview]
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