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INTRODUCTION

According to Roderick Nash, an environmental historian,
the land can be viewed as a painter's palimpsest.1 Like
a palimpsest on which an artist paints over the original to
recreate a new scene, the landscape of Mt..Misery has-changed
with the needs and demands of its inhabitants and owners., This
study takes a chronological look at the past land owners and
their utilization of Mt, Misery and relates this to the rele-
vant historical trends of the time,

Nt. Misery is presently a conservation area set aside for
passive recreation with the intention of preserving its
beauty and integrity fbr posterity. Located in the south-
western portion of Lincoln, Massachusetts, it is frequented
by hikers, horse-back riders, bird watchers and cross-country
skiers, 1Its landscape reflects the impact of glaciation
with evidence of eskers, moraines, kettleholes, bogs and
soils of differing depths and quality. The land includes
a natural brock, farmland, some of which is quite fertile,
ané a large knob, Kt. Misery, which is 280 feet above sea
level and rises 110 feet above the adjacent fields. The
remainder of Nt. Misery is "timbered with a magnificent
stand of mature pine and oak. Groves of hemlock and specimen
trees of ash, white birch and black birch are numerous".2

AS the land surrounding Nt. Misery has been passed from
one owner to the next, it has supported an interesting variety
of agricultural, livestock and woodlot operations. Hay and -

corn have been grown in the fields below Mt. Misery for centur- -

ies, while the cash crops of apples, black cherries and eran-




=

berries may have been relatively short-lived endeavors.3
Livestock such as cattle, swine, and sheep grazed in the
area at various times and small businesses involving milling
of lumber, ropemaking, cidermaking and barrel making may have
’ provided the income for those whose lives were closely tied
to Mt. Misery's innumerable resources.,
In the following pages, an attempt has been made to documeng
g’ as much of the transfer of ownership and the records of land
use of the area as possible., This area is defined as the
conservation land bounded south by Route 117, (South Great
Road),east by the Sudbury River, west by Route 126, (Concord
Road), and north by Dld Concord Road.

~ PRE-REVOLUTIONARY LAND USERS

Indians, probably of the Fawtucket tribe were the first

recorded human inhabitants of Mt., Misery, although few of the
Indians actually made their homes here since better farmlands
were available north of Mt., Misery in what is now Concord. The
wetlands and bogs of Lincoln provided rich resources for

ﬁ' game, making the area attractive to the Indians for hunting
and gathering., "Doubtless from their point of view, our
rugged topography of hill, swamp and rocky forest was only

B good for chestnuts, pigeons, turkey, and deer, all of which

were within an hour's lope from their camps along the river."u

Researchers at the Elbanobscot Foundation in Sudbury assert
that the Indians used the Mt. Misery area as a stopping point
where they could rest and gather food on theif journey to

Plum Island. They believe the Indians also used the pine
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or hemlock trees for canoe building, although no evidasce
of canoe building on the land has been fbund.S Thus, on
the whole, the Indians' impact on the land surrounding
Mt. Misery was redatively slight.

The white settlers who came to thie area in the mid 1600'sg
brought a new set of values and a very different lifestyle
from that of the Indians., The fact that there were few Indian
sites on Mt. Misery makes it difficult to ascertain the white
man's full impact on the Indians. The Indians of Massa-
chusetts like most American Indian tribes, first welcomed the
white settlers as allies against hostile tribes.6 After
unsuccessful attempts to "civilize" the Indians, the white
man gradually pushed the Indian tribes westward to less
populated sections of the country,

The geological and geographical confines of the Lincoln
area limited the first white settlers primarily to agriculture.
In an area interspersed with wetlands, and with varying soil
quality farms remained small family operations. Even though
the first owners of Mt. Visery held large sections of land,
the absence of extensive areas with deep homogenous soils
prevented them from growing cash crops. Farms were primarily
self-sufficient and any surplus was consumed locally or sold
to pay taxes or perhaps to buy precious luxury items such as
tea, rum or sugar.7

Primarily all of Lincoln's tillage was devoted to grain,
the most successful being Indian corn, rye, and flax. Until

the 20th century, meadowland (wetland) had agricultural
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value as a source of hay. Before 1750, the only hay was ob-
tained from fresh meadow grass. After 1750, the different
types of upland hay included red clover, bird grass, herd
grass, white clover, wire grass, and redtop, or English
grass, Rye was used in the distillation of whiskey. Apples
were the primary friit crop, and not surprisingly, cider the
favorite drink of the times. Besidesfields of grain and per-
haps a small orchard, most farms included a vegetable garden
of pumpkins, beans, squashes and maize. Women usually tended
the family's vegetable garden in addition to their own special
herb gardens,
A farmer's livestock was perhaps the most vital element
of his farm, and animals were raised "to furnish motive
power for ploughing and hauling as well as to provide meat and
dairy products".8 Farms of considerable size usually had a
woodlot which supplied the family with fuel, and timber for
building purposes.9
The first white inhabitan%s to own Mt. Misery were the
Billings family. Deeds show that in 1667, Nathaniel Biliings

owned 114 acres of "upland and meadow,... both sides of the -

brook below Beaver Dam Bridge,... and up river four score rods".

(Little, 1970-1975) Nathaniel's many offspring developed into

a large clan in the area over a period of generations. 1In fact,

by 1744, a school was built at Billings End, now the corner of
Codman Road and Rt. 126, for the education of the expanding
Billings fami ly. (Little, 1973)11

Nathaniel Billings had two sons, Nathaniel and John. John
Billings married Elizabeth Hastings in 1661 and had five

children; John, Elizabeth, Mary, Sarah and Joseph. Nathaniel,

10
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1llings Jr. had two sons, Nathaniel, born in 1688, and

tJ
[

niel, born in 1650, the latter inheriting the bulk of the
family land. The Zillings land ownercship exemplified the
common hew _relicnd partiftioning of land. The first grant-
ing of land frow whe Creai and Cenersl Court was to a towri,

-

whicnh tnen granted land Lo individuals on the basis of ;

o

wealth, rank and & person's invesiment in the new settlement.

"sSubsequent divisions were based on the acreage already

a .
« L =

cand weo the Zamily's treasured inheritance and

13

owried" .

was thereiore carefully allotted, Nathaniel Billings

divided his land vetween his two song, Kathaniel and John.
The two brother: srgued over the apportionment however,

as they believed that their Tamily holdings might contain
valuable minerals such as lim stone.l[4 Consequently, there

are many excavated areas on Mt. Misery that could possibly

L - &

be the resultl oif taeir search for thece treasured resources.
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Lhey linail, sevilcl thely gquarrel by separating their
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propervy ty o Jooo.e wall, wniceh 1o s3ill intact across the
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I granved lu hls son,

0orm e

“unliel, “"ZID skuen aplanc, impreved paslure larni, meadow and
swamp land and some wasicland and bulldings and one half

my rlent Looth. Lawrill.ttY The remain: oi @ sawmill site
2re 8141l chvidenl onidway bewween the upper and the lower
ponds where the brook comes to a natural drop. Here the

brook was dammed to store water which provided the power

to run & iv blaode. Although the process was slow, it
ceri=lis, wal nLoro eificlent than whati could be accomplished

Syotwe Ui wiih Lend saws or a pit saw., The dam here was
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commordy referred to as Beaver Dam and as a séaaaﬁéﬁf%ﬁégﬁfidn,l
the mill was at its peak in the late winter and spring.

Frs. Tittle asserts that sawmills were essential to the
early settlers and she has found evidence of numerous
sites throughout Lincoln. It appears that the members of
the Blllings family owned the sawmill mutually, as different
sheares of interests in the mill were passed on through the
Tamily with repeated references to the mill in various
wills and Jdeeds. In 1722, Nathahiel sold 40 acres of his
land near Fairhaven Bay to his cousin, Samuel Billings, who

ater ueeded it to his son, Timothy in 1739. 'The land

]

included, "one half of the said mill, 14 acres lying near my
séwmill, and six acres both bounded north, east and west
by Daniel Billings and south on the brook".16 Records show
also that In the late 1700's, Nathaniel 5illing's freed-
slave, william Fillis, worked ihe Reaver Dam Brook mill. It
le protable that he cut the 1052 feet of lumber that was
Gund to Jonn Codman in 1737 for ine construction of part of
odiren farm, now owned by the Jociety for the Preserva-

. e S o I 17
vedl: 01 New Ingland Antliquiiies. ‘

<

aniel Billings and his wife, Anna, had a daughter, Eliza-
Letr, who married Amos Heald. DTaniel gave Amos, his son-in-law
one hel?l nis right in hig proper'ay.l8 Ior a partnership
1o & land bank scheme called the Vanufactory Company, Amos
morﬁgased’the north 80 acres of his land in 1740, This acreage
conskeled of plowland, meadow pasture and woodland and was
Loundea ag follows:

"South east on Daniel Billings land so far as to

]

mols U0 @cres, then coutherly on Timothy Billings'
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éland and . northeasterly on Ministerial land nortitmly

on Charles Chambers 1and northwesterly on Faftha#én
Pond and Concord River to Nacors point w1thvhguses.
outhouses, barns, edifices, buildings, stone walls,
fence ways, passage waters, watercourses, profits,
etc.”
, The agreement for the scheme stated the following:
“Amos Heald shall at the expiration of every year
from this day annually during the space of twenty
years pay to the said (directors) five in the hundred
of the Principal sum now received and three percent-
interest for the principal injoyed in Manufactory
bill or in merchantable Hemp, Flax, cordage, bar
iron, Cast iron, Lined, copper, nails, tallow,
lumber, viz shingles, staves, hoops, white pine
board, white oak plank, white oak board,.
and ship. timber, barrel beef, barrel:-pork,otl
whale bone or cordwood of the kanufactores or produce

Eal

of the province or logwood or the Manufactores
or produce of the province or logwood at such
prices as the directors shall judge they pass for
in lawful ﬁoney...then the deed to be void...,

if any one payment shall be behind in the whole or

in part or unperformed by the space of one manth

after the time dbove set for it then to rsmain
in full force." January 20, 1740‘30 - ,.g
For his payment in the scheme, Amos Heald received 1@0:Tm

in bills of credlt.
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1750-1900, MT. MISERY, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY

Lincoln was incorporated as a Town in 1754, with the new
Township being "nipped” from the easterly portion of Concord,
the westerly portion of Lexington, which had formerly been
part of Cambridge, and the northen part of Weston, formerly

part of Watertown. Due to grievances and distances from

.existing churches, the inhabitants of Lincoln strove success-

fully to form their own Town. Lincoln was naméd’ by one

t=i

of its inhabitanis, Chambers Ruseel, Esquire, whose ances-

N
[

tors were from Lincolnshire, IEngland. Kt. Misery, of
course, was included within the new Town's boundaries.

At 'the time of the Town's incorporation, one third of
its land’was pasturage,... or native grassland. (Presuma-
bly low wetlands kept open by periodic controlled flooding.)
Finally and most valuabde, were the smaller areas given
over to "English mowing' planted with seed imported from

abroad.”zz

v, Misery romeined under the Billings' ownershilp and
two years aftc: tne Town's lncorporaticn, av the time of
Jahiul Zilling:' deainh, records show that nis property
5till encompeseed mesi of the south-westerly portion of the
present day TL. Jisery parcel. It included:

"The one half of a dwelling nouse aprized at fourty

pounds; the one half of a barn aprized at fieve

pounids, six shillings and eight pences the.one

half oi a dwelling standing near Falrhaven Pond

so called, aprized at two pounds, the one half of

two hundred and two acres of land wherecon the above

sald bulldings stand lying in Iinceln afeoresald the
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whole bounds as follows viz; Easterly by the highway
. |
leading from Concord to Sudbury, Southerly by land
o+ Hziheniel 31llings snd Josepnh Adams, then {
Lorthwes terly on Concord River and Fairhavenr Pond,
Northerly on a brook which parts the premiseés from
land of Silas Fay, s5till bounding on said Fays'
land ¢ & heap of stones then Lortheasterly on Jacob

Bakers land to a pinc tree stump the south easterly

or. Tamothy Billingo land nortn Lagcterly and Hortherly J
or: said Timothy Dillings land then gasterly and ;
northerly by land of 3Jilas Fay to the way Lirst

|

mentioned said heire nalf containing 101 acres
apraised at two pounds, firTteen shillings per acre ,

2
o

amounting in the whole to 277 Pounds 1% shillirigs."
An inventory of his belonglngs upon nis death included,
among: other things; a plgeon net, onc 0ld horse, SN0V 3L08E, ...
- e swine wits zeven smull ples, sii glass pottles, onc

-

ater, nine sheep, thoos lambs,

| b peey S AN - B e e - 3 \ -
pillion saddls, plotol and hio

3
v VY Coay
i

paiows, LOOK., warrels and persolial clLouning. "

hinle wo ihe land thavl onco SNCOMPECSSBEG Dani®l »11lings
“arm passed through the hends ol several owners lrowm 17805-
1200, many of wholn were woalthy merchante or mariners in the
Losion arca. fThe land transactions during this period
were as follows: In 1765, amos Heald sold to Jonhn Whitehed,
the house, barn shop and 92 acres, the east part, plus
25 acres of woodlot, the land west of Mt. Misery. Whitehed, in

17773, sold this land to Captain William Brown, a ship owner

and master cf the schooners, Bethiah, 1795, Ship Five Brothers-
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1795, and Three Brothers, 1793, -all docked in Bosten. Tm

1777, Brown sold the south 132 acres, with the house to

3 1
s

derles Williamg of Bogsten, ,who in turn sold the north 75

worec with twe dwelling houses, cone barn and a shoemaker's
shop to & Boston shipwright, Gibbons snarp. In 17383, Williams
scld this to Banjamin Phillips, a Lynn ship owner, but records
»3late the Tarm was still "occupied by steph Fletcher".25
Tenjanin rhiliips, in 1792, solé his portion of the land to
~wamuel pabson, excluding onc and three-four<hs acres which

he gcld to Thaddeus Garfield. Benjamin Hough bought Bab-
son's right to the land in 1303. Three years after, in 1806,
Hough s0ld the land to William Hayden, a merchant from
Richmonéd, Virginia. The property at this point included

4 dwelling house called the sixty acres squair, thirty acres
pasture land leying west fror said dwelling.housg and fourty-
wwic o acres of woodland laying otill further west from said house."26
4o appreys o Ll ihlas serles of swiers cougho and scld the

1w Jd1d et make thelr homes here.

Land v de inveowinent ai
~iaOUgIlOUL the latier hall oi the 14th century, the land-
OWnLEIshLip Li tno liorthwesterly portionm of Lt. mlwery did not
change au rapicly as its southern counterpart. In 1768,
sothanicl Zillingo gave to his slave, Willlnom Fillis, two
recorded deeds. Cne gave him his Ffresdom,,the other +the

Title to Zathanicl's real estate, "...because he has behaved

towards me and my wife with distinguiched care and tenderness

- .27 o .
in my. old age” .’ Tigle to the land wasg contingent upon

continuea care., Boih Nathaniel Billings and his wife died

the next year, leaving him their estate.
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Timothy Billings, who owned the easterly portion of Mt.
Misery, died in 1701. His will is interesting in that it

Suggests many iwnd use:s on his farm., Timothy willed to his

son, Timothy ¢i., Lis land, cattle, horses, sheep, swine,

9]

husbandry tools, carpenter's tools, and rope making tools.

CL particular inierest are ihe rope-making tools. Rope

is made from ihe inner bark of stems or main stalks of flax
and hemp. I1 1. documernted chat both flax and hemp, (€annabis

sativa) were grown in the 4. [iiszery area in the 18th and 19th

<

centurles, and that it was then used to make rope in the
Lincoln area.EQ The sailing shipg in Boston provided a
ready market for this product.

Obtaining tue fiber from the plant strucwure of hemp
entails separating it irom the adhering planttissue.

This is accomplished through a fermentation process called
retting. The flar lg dew roited,when it is leit in an
open field exposed To the weather afler being cut, cr it
1s water revied, whorn itv is limerscl 1ln a tody of water

to accelersie 7 srocess.

Ditches which seem to serve no obvious purpose are
found near ‘the pond and brook. Frs. Little believes
that these dilches may have been used Tor the retting of
hemp around the reveolutionary war period up until sometime

in the 1800'5.29

One of the first English conservation laws
restricted the retting of hemp within a certain distance:

of running water due to the polluting qualities of the waste
produots. Both the retting of hemp and the "Nacor" (a knacker

being a processor of dead farm animals) would have contributed
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to a more polluted scene than we would toleraté:iéangap'
Ditches used for other purposes are also found in the
small valley tchind the foundation of the old Garfield home
¢ Lelieved tc be toundary warkers. "They go
zlong the slope of the steepest face of that hill and are
about on the boundary line of the property."31 According

"to Mrs. Little the Mt. Misery area, in comparison with most

O

as in Linc

I3

ar 1n has relatively few stone walls, because
‘here are, thanks to the last glacier, fewer boulders in this
area than in east Lincoln. Thus, Mt. Misery is an example
of an area where early American farmers may have substituted
boundary ditches for stone barriers.

in 1788, Timothy Billings sold two and one quarter acres
of nis land to Thaddeus Garfield. Nrs. Little proposes
that ir. Gerfield first came 1o Kt. Wisgery to become the

repenaler on the 3illings' larm. The land that Mr. Garfield

purciaued frem Timothy Zilling. wos tounded as followss  on

in. argl. by Bl PRillipe, 18 rodz, i the Zast by TimoXhy

£2illings 174 rods to ine widdls o sawiill brook, south

wam s i e WY ety e oy 3 S ctoorn ~oes north 16 rods
Jil LIwln L0 AUprréy rolrlidl Laiie, LD £Lch Nnorthn O XOOS,y « v

Fite. wa priviledge of bringing walter ivrow my watering ditch

oo Les wwld lﬂnd”.jh Trne Zorflelds and the Billings had

i

{

croesvensive irrigation ditch system, & section of which

can 3till be cecn easily todasy leading from the upper mill
pond down e what were once the fields below. According

to . Johi qulncey Adams, o Lincoln resident and past

owner o. ithe MNi. lisery arcea, all ol the area on both sides

¢f the brook was farmed at one time. This would have included

the scoation now covered by the lower pond, which he recalls

..



was planted to winter hay or fresh meadew hay.

b -

#ithin tweniy-one years following Timothy Billings'

sale of his land to Thaddeus Carfield, the latter increased
nis land holdings in the area. From Benjamin Phillips,
Carlield bought ons and tarce-fourths acres. It was tounded

or. Zawmill Zrook to the "counly roac near @ bridge, then

scuta and west by couniy rowads, 23 rodeg, then three

o
&)
[
=
-
1
m
[
Ui

rods norTi gast o the “eginning”.“j In 1804, Kr. Thaddeus
GLriiceld boughe Iive acres frowm Z1i Jenes. This lot,
vtensively cuw, 1s describted as being soutn of & counwy
road, presumably present day 3outh Creat Road. In 1308,
Garileld obtalned eight acres of meadow and upland from
Amos Bemis. This was bounded, "north of county road west
or. sawmill brock, west and north on the river, east on
wWwilliam Hayden's property and south on county roai".35

From Nehemiah Farrar, Thaddeus purchased 3% acres ol swamp

anid upland in 1&02. This land was brunded, €&st orn property
L0 W. Farrer, &y & diwelt, snd norih oo land alresd) owned
by Thaddeus. TFinzlly, in 1809, he buought one acre of meadow
end upland lewr wls nouse fvom Charles 4. Wheeler. Thus,
nic lend sollings in 1809 appeared 1o enccmpass the area

whlzii L& presenily <he lcwer pond, tre parking lotw, and the
land where the old Garfield sold to his son Thaddeus Jr. in
1812, with five acres of land. This home later burned

~

and was replaced by a Victorian house.jo The GarfTield

properiy coniinaesa to be passed down through the family
untll Zuepnorns UL Zarfield inherited the land‘jf Charles

s}

Frencls Adams oought the Garfield farma in 1894 and eventually

acquired surrounding pileces of property from Holden Baker
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and B

H

lgham Baker. Charles Francis Adams allowed<sfe§heh
Garfield to live in the old Garfield home and suppofted
nlm wntil his death. TFollowing Carfield's death, the
cirucsure was weri: down as it had become dilapidated.,

Wher Charles Francis Adams bough® hie land the soil was

depleted of natural minerals and suffered from years of

abusive farming practices. This 1s not surprising when one

conslaers the land eihles ol tne 179th century. When it was
chieaper to clear new land for cultivation than to fertilize
existing farmland, the land specifically suffered from
successive sowing of grain crops without sufficient amounts
of manure. The general practice aftar exhausting thewland
was to leave 1t fallow, allowing weeds and shrubs to flourish.
Lfter a perlod of a few years, it was thern recultivated.
"Chers was rno regular sbserved succession of grain crops.
whieat, malite, ryce, and other cereals were alternated on the

Varger Zlsids, sharing the lang occaslionally with small

T oy 10 3,:’

PN Tiiae 80 onNG, Wl Gt EFG g,

the eeriy L7 o0 conmtury narked ihe helgnt of cleared land

o
L LIRRel.., 7 YRESL produeTs fouhd & ready market in towns
1oy
- 3 4 5 i ot A e oem
S IOW Ll Wp dround local ladustries.” 'Y As long as there
& (2 1S

WAE 1o outside competition, zhe fapmers prospered and
ilable plecc of land. The eXtension of

SEREd every Gl

wroan society invo rural areas, such as Lincoln, caused

7

~

a recrientation of the local economy as farmers began
procutiiyg & surplus for market in contrast to their past

- . L1 . N
farming. "The end result was the

conversion o3 the yecoman farmer into a small buszinessman
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or a semi-artisan.” Lincoln's farmers took advantage

of the risirg demand for agricultural produce and gquickly

(W)

i
v

alaptei to tac chnanging times.

The complexvlon of the Erie canal, in 13825, facilitated

.

e vrancportation. of products from the fertile Mid-west

voonew Ingland wmarketis. Lincoln farmers had a difficult
time competliinn witn this new fo0d scurce and many Taraos

iy
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however, adjusted to ihe changes by macs producing
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certain crops. "Teks a few homely eramples, artizles known

[$9]

tiuce and cucmbers, Lelore the

LI

- . . ) - . ke Lo . . o
railroad were ralsed only ITor nome use,' 2 After the railroad

)

as garden truck; asparagus, 1

Thiey were grown in greennouscs in large cuantliles for
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Crudig g oL tLpelugals and straweerry beds have displsace
the Jield ol Indian corn, just as wheaten bread has driven
out the loai oi meal and rye. "’ Tnus the railroad allowed
the ILincolr farmer to take advantage of the urban demand for
s iding an eidiclent transportation route

- y oo . o B I
PO S U N - Ve o OO EYSeRIE,

licoes livdde wes ten yeuars after the introduction of the
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railroad, agriculiural produc{ivity in Lincoln substan-
tially increased. Although part of this increase was due
v oUile Fact that more land had been brought into tillage,
Tarmlond may Luve decr used more efficieﬁﬂy. Prior to the

evelution, Lineceln farmers produced in quantities below

s

subsistence level, but by 1655, grain production had nearly
doubled.” Kuch of the new land that was brought into tillage
Wl pluiied wilh roct crop: like potatoes and turnips.
chere wen alue an lncreese in the productivity of hay.
"I 1vY1 0 an acre of EZnglish mowing land in Lincoln yielded
G057 toneg of hay. By 1855 output had risen to 1.00 tons
pPer acre and total annual production had climbed from 276 tons
to 1,08%.%7

The following inventory gives one a sense of Lincoln's
preducie end thelr monetary value in 1855,

1

"Flrewood prepared for market, 1,173 cords valued

St 9%, 22205 horses, 122, valued at 312,925; oxer,
Lvel Uiree jear. oid, 105, and steer, under three

yeary old, two, value of oxen and steer, ¢6,650;

mllx cows, 532, ard heifers, 59, value of cows and N
nellove, $21,028; butter, 6,680 pounds, valued at

~Laur<; cheese, 1,35C pounds, valued at

©10%; Indian corn, 335 acres, per acre, 30 bushels,

valued at $10,050,wheat, one acre, 294pgshels

per acre, J40; rye, 45 acres, per care, 17 bushels,

feluitd ot $4,02C0; barley, eight acres, per acre,

o busnele, valued at $100; ocats. 52 acres, valued

a1 $1,108; potatoes, 114 acres, per acre, 56 bushels,

valued at $5,609; turnips, 15 acres, per acre,
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317 bushels, valued at $1,l89; English mowihg hay,
1089 acres, 1089 tons, valued at $21,195; wet meadow
or swale hay, 809 tons, valued at 38,050, apple

» valued at $7,084; pear trees

treeg, 12,17°% 1tres
’

-1

@
w

cultivated foe their fruit, 2,283 trees, valued at
$349; cranberries, 52 acres, valued at $1,325;

swine raisec, 138, valued at $1,31}” value of milk

sold, [13,727; asparagus 23} acreg, value of crop,
5580; sirawberries, 1wo acres, value of crop, 3600;

pickles, 17 acres, value of 3,;1.510."50
Although the Fitchburg railroad made possible the rise
in cash crop farming, it also had the less desireable
efiect of causing the demise of those farms which could not

Cliiptit on a casgh crop bacis. The completion of the railroad

&liv vpened up & new territory for lumbering which resilted

i recxless cutting of ths forests.51 Civen the American
LooeLnile we lad dhine, the philosophy that our natural
LesDAr oy velo s..liuic oanl ghat there were boundless fron-
Jigrr rooewplels, Lt ois onst surprisiné that gome reckless

cutting of the forests resulzed.

L. disery itsell was used as a woodlot, although pri-

dellly wur small fesne rather than for large scale lumbering
vperevions.  Thoreau, in his journal entry of !ovember 8, 1860,
desei.vel & young forest at Mt. Misery, suggesting its past

use Lo U owoodlet; "Ldward Hoar's pltch pine and white pine

1ot o <he sovtl side of tihis hill, (It. lMisery), (Krs. Little's
e aticn and parentheses), is evidently naw wood.

fou see the green moss, the cladonia and birches, (which
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I thinx do not spring up within an old wood), (Thoreau's '
parentheses) and even feel with your feet an ©ld cow path

and see an old apple tree enclosed in the wood. Are not

cirches inverspersed with pines a slgn of a new wood?'52
Thoreauls entry suggests that 1. Flsery was still being

used as a woodlot in the late 1800's, and was correct in the
assumpiion thav virches interspersed with pines are indeed
eviderce af-new wWoods,

In 13474, Howard Znelling uought Samuel H. Hoar's property
which included the "Hayden Woodlot, so called."-° Nr. 3nelling
@ water commiscioner from Boston, putl part of nhis land into
a pond, but due to neighbors objections, the pond was
drained.iu He planted most of his land to hay and corn,
tut in crs. Elizaveth Snelling's words, her husband's

cranélather "wss not mucn o7 & farmer”. In the late 13870's

Lov Blasilin, after hils desil, nhls remaining land was divided
Loy tud Jhelllisg children, Joward Ji. inheriting the farnm

S el nouse whlch later turied. A second house which
remaired intact throughout the years is now occupied by

iy
r. Jonn Crawferd's family of 0ld Concord Road.-””

TURN OF THEZ TWEITIETH CINTURY TO PRESINT

Crnn the other gilde of the Mt. Misery knob, the old
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which Charles Francls Adams bought from

Stepnen Garlicll, was gradually turned into a tree plantation.




The soil was old and abused, and Mr. Adams, who was an
amateur horticulturist, decided to return the land to a
forest cover. With a special fondness for evergreens, he
planted Scotch Pines, European Larch, and White Pines.

Of great concern to citizens like Charles F. Adams, wasg the
introduction of the chestnut blight at the tufn of the 20th
century. First discovered in New York City, in 1904, the
chestnut blight spread rapidly into surrounding states
and by 1919, was extremely ncticeable in the Lincoln area. N

The blight is caused by a parasitic fungus, ZEndothia parasitiea,

which has spores that lodge themselves in any wound in the

bark of the American Chestnut, Castunea dentata. Here they

germinate and send out tiny threads, the mycelium, which
thrive on the nourishment derived from the living tissues
or the bark. The fungus grows, increasing in diameter
and eventually girdling the twig, branch or trunk, but it
does notaffect the root system.ic Though the chestnut
has the ability to coppice, i.&., to send up shoots from
the roots, theze new shootis never becone very large and rarely
exéeed a dlameter of four inches.57 The blight destroyed
virtually all the adult chestnut trees in the Lincoln
area, dealing a severe blow to the lumber industry. Chestnut
wood was valued for‘its durability, straightness and resis-
tance to rot, which made it particularly useful for tele-
graph, ~  telephone poles, and railroad ties.

The gypsy mcth caterpillars have also taken their toll
on the forests of Lincoln. The moths were released by

mistake from an experimental station in Medford, Massachu-
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settc in 1869, where scientists at Tuftis were breeding them
in an atiempt to produce an improved strain of silk worms.

vhe moths, first observed in significant numbers in Lincoln
]

(&9

in 1896, caused great damage to the hardwoods, particularly

]

to oak tre The main methods of dealing with the pests

[)]
4]

included the placement of burlap bags around the base
of the tree to stop the caterpillars. Substantial areas
o Zincoln werc alszo sprayed with arsenzte of lead. The
moths continue to destroy many treec during years of heavy
infestations.58

The hurricane of 3eptember 21, 1%23€ also had a devastating
impact on Lincoln's forests. Nr. J. Quincy Adams points
out that after the hurricane passed through, "...the high-
lands and the roads going to Mt. Misery were deep in blown
over irees..., wmosi of these werc pines. However, the Pines
downn in the hollows where the wind could not get to thenm
survivad. . aind zpré the bhue of & good stand today. On the
SUwth 2ile of . Licery, the hurricanc passed over the
va}leb containang the Lrook and left the nearby larch stand
relatively intac:;."59 The hurricane blew in a northwesterly

direction, leaving many ol the pine trees on the back side

.-

ol Tlt. rlsery, which were protected by the xnob, untouched
. o . 60 . : .
Ly the devastating winds. ZxXcept for protected valleys

and lowland area, the tremendous winds from the hurricane

2

eelt & blow to the Lincoln landscape unequaled in the
previous 100 years.
AT the

tirme ol the hurricane, the ownership of the western

half of Nt. lMisery remained in the Adamg family. When

e e




Charles Francis idams died in 1915, his wife, Mary Ogden
adams, neld the property as an esitate untll World YWar II,
whner kr. John Jquiney Adams and his wife, Lucy Adams, acquired
’ he entire estate. It was ai this time that ir. James
~enovrnandie acquired the Garficld estate, southwest of the
T, lilsery }:nob.61 |

’ ' br. John Quincy Adams remermbers much about viae rarming
pracilices on [Lt. kisery, & e we. a small voy when nis
Yamily moved to Lincoln. iic remembers hearing that vefore

==

role trook was dammed around 1200, to form Jarrar I ond,
e area was used for Iresh meadew nay.  l.uch of tiic nzy
crown in Lincoln was consumed by the local catile, with
any surplus sold to dairy farms, which supplied milk for
teeh) = N 62 5 = = -y % . A e & 1. e ™ . .
Bosiol. Marsh hay, which grew LiCng ralrhaven Day was
cleo used for feed, but wis wore labor intenzive aw 1v nad
te Ve nand cux with scythes.

g e B = ) PN I R
woomlallny el SlGL GLoL. Luooole

zve gathering cranverries
allig < alriavel Zey using o Llo% Lo.t and Craniolry £L3opi
1 the bars. Irew the time they were

©3
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tnat had ceen lelt

N

Cranberrliec were a large cash c¢

H

used by the Bakers. op

’ in the Lincoln area and were sold primarily to the markets
in Zogica.  In zddition io those which grew naturally in
the Lay, cranberries were actually cultivatecd cn lit. biisery

’ in the kettlenole near the sudbury Kiver. The kettlehole

provided the wet sandy bog environment necessary for, the

(

ultivation of <his crop, which requires proper water levels

at various tlmes ¢f the year. 4 large ditch, which spilled

out into the river was dug for the kettlehole on Mt. Misery,

o e
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znd 1s still evident today.

N, ¢, Quincy Adams recalls that hay, corn, and asparagus
werc the maln cash crops grown in the ILincoln area, and on
the I't, Nisery farms in the first half of the 20th century.
Manure was the main source of fertilizer and was brought in
from Ecston horse stables by train and unloaded on the sidings
at the Lincoln station. In the days of carts and horses, '
the manure was hauled to the fields and distributed over the
Teng. Yt ilost farms had their own apple orchards, which
provided spples for cider making.

I:- 191%, the area where the nursery now exists was the
Zunsces's farm.  This included a little farmhouse, presently
ihe red parish house of St. Anne's Church. As Mr. Adams
remembers, "There were two boys, Foster and Elliot.

s el B

colevuowag inomy grade in the public schools. Their

F

fer wos a coaster schooner capiain. He was injured

ir e Jall Zroi the west head zo Foster ran the farm for

SOV yetinet Whe Zunkers' rarm was small, but they grew

L2y Ior ¢ osmall, bul excellernt nerd of Guernsey cows, and

sud olack chesry trees which provided them with a2 eash

CLDy LY lne wsrkets 1n Zoston. ihls farm was added to

v eew pLiEIny ract togeiner with the back lands of several

fouses o6 Concord foad through purchase by lir. Janes DeNormandie,
4 produci wih.ich was made on Mt. Misery that was not

sold ir ccoommor: Boston markets was whiskey. Stills near the

sartc on Concord hoad provided a place for the

67

il i ee @Rt @08 production of whiskey during Prohibition.




accordlng to Ir. John Quincy Adams, ice cutting on
Fairhavenr Zay was a big event supplying the Adams family

and oliors with ice throughout the spring and summer. Ice

.

was cut Jan the Zay wntll the late 1220'z and early 1940's when

cherealter the practice was discoriinued because, "...the
increased war production of facloricz upstream began to

aflect the 1laste of the ice. sl o> Adams recalls, the

3¢ L fhe Zay woo aw much arjoyod for skating as 1t was
rogeration.

Dorth of the adums proper: , Lo Znelling's property,
wee 0old e the Zowens 1u the 172C0'.:. The Bowens used the
ferm primarily Jor agricultural purposes and they built

a small getl-away cabin near Fairhaven Zay noticeable at
present as only a wooden foundaticr.. One ol the Bowen sonc
at cne point planned to make his fortune raising asparagus.

Unfortunately, he overlooked ilc fzeoi that asparagus is

o

e @t Tli o Teuder, oo thoroefose regualen @ great deal ol
Tamt il e e L T metver el e e Nl o “O0D 5 and ho'\'\e“
S, Ul U S oA e cLeldl seVelal yealll Ll Ui Nds Ck Pos dnd £es

ci forTune were los

"
“

.....

Witn the advent of the Dcoosevelt administration and the
iiew Jeal policies, however, government attention turned to
Taraing. Ihe aew adminisiration encouraged contour farming
metinods and suppied lime and fertilizer to farmers. Kany
Zincoln Tarmers benefited from this aid and were thus
2 STORE T AR e improve and augment thelr farming practices.
Lana Tlelds thaetl had turned o near wostelands were returned

7
: . . 2 . ) 69
to nay racelis witnin a Tew years.
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‘) During the 1940's Mr. James DeNormandie purchased the

central portion of Mt., Misery including the o0ld Garfield
and 5Snelling farms,(Bowen). He wished to preserve the
' integrity of the area and prevent it from being purchased
by a developer. He gradually acquired surrounding property
including the land behind St. Anne's Church, (%he Blrker farm),
’ ‘whére the nursery is now. JNr. DeNormandie grew hay and
corn on the farm to supplement that grown on his Trapelo
noad farm and the Codman farm to support his large herd of
Guernsey cattle and also built a "dandy get-away cabin" on
the top of the mountain, which suffered Trom vandalism and
eventuaily burned.7o The threat of fires on Mt., Misery was a
constant concern, so he improved the wood roads to make
™ it easier to gain access in case of fire, and ﬁﬁiIf‘ﬁeﬁ
roads to make a cornecting road system,
hir. DeNormandie's love for ponds was not lost on Mt.
siecry. Cre of his ilnitial nanagementy projects was 1o
Lrndwaice e ares with Tive ponds., It is interesting to
note that ir. the process of rebuilding the upper pond and
dam, severel large pines were removed from what was once
D vhe votvom of the sawmlll pond. The pinee were approxi-
netvily 100 years irn oge indicating thal the sawmill had been
seandoled Iov nearly = centary. During construction of
’ what 1z new the lower pond, the removed gravel was used
for wepalring Route 117, Aside from the two pohds adjacent
vo nouve 11Y, Mr. Dellormandie also built two ponds near
the prezent day nursery off Route 126, or Concord Road.

- "We put those up thefe, because there was a Lot of swamp

B S Rtk
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on the edge and we dug them out In.erder to get to the ends

of the fields go that we could plow them."71

Another pro-
ject was the filling of one of the two ponds in the large

Tield and the deepening of the other.

11 18973, the upper pond was emptied to enable Mrs. Elizabeth

Little and her siudents to study the area. They discovered

limestone in a portion of the pond that when drained is

covered oy a stagnart pool. Thig limestlone is in line with
a Tawlt that runs northeast .through Iincoln kxnown to contain
The Town of Zincolrn, desiring to preserve this unigue
srea for posterity, purchased the kt. Lisery area in March,
1969 and was reimbursed for three-fourths of the purchage
price through federal and state grants. This included
235.50 acres from the DeNormandie, av 3$640,300, 127.77
acres from the Codmans at $500,500, 116.40 acres from the
rendersons, ati 430,000, 61.10 acres from the Van leers, at

S29%,000 and 24.71 acres from the Sandy Pond Trust for

PR

34%0,0

(@]

C. The total purchase, approximately 570 acres, which
included the NMt. Misery area discussed in this report
along with adjoining portions of land came ito approximately

4
L

million dollars with the federal government granting

[@%]

'
e

2200,000 in reimbursement through the Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation's Land and Water Conservation Fund. In addition,

the liassachusetts State Self-Help Fund paid 3430,000 of the

+)

a

purchage price.’'~”

The Mt. Nisery acquisition links together 300 acres of
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lhassachusetis Audubon land, 300 acres of Walden Pond Reserva-
tion, 67 acres oi Adams Woods and 5,800 acres of the Sud-

1L
pury .liver National Wildlife Refuge."7I
SUNNARY

Since ito- use by the Indians, the face of Iit., Misery
has convinued 1o change. Cnce timbered, highly cultivated
and used for small industrial purposes, it is Nnow a recrea-
tional area enjoyed by the public. The present study
attempts to relate changes in land use practices while
highlighting ihe impact of majoreconomic factors and natural
forces.

Through the dedication and hard work of Lincoln residents,
I’t. liisery has been retained for posterity. It is hoped
Jwt owadles ouci as tndle will adé to the xnowledge and*\\
apwplEcraiien L0 Lhe area, and ennance Juiture hanagement
Plocie sal. indormavion may alsc be usciul to present
Lo the public in brochure forw for .educacional purposes.

Che envircruaent veguires & delicate balance; the more we

anow abouv 1t, the vetter we can Hmrngcgwd preserve its

pgrecisus rosources.




Parking area ~ hh'hlﬂ
Route 117 3
7 Lower pond e
Beaver Dam Brook
Upper pond
Old well
Highest point, remains of DeNormandie cabin, buillt - 1952
T Agricuttural tieids
Ponds near St. Anne’s Church
| Kettlehole, used at one time for the cultivation of cranberries
/JKnacker's Point
J?oo plantations, planted by Charles Frances Adams - 1900
"_5t. Apne’s Church
In:qm\).._. ,:,m:‘mu of z_’_.s,wm_é. Adapted Zom?/m map by E. A. _,.:tm. .
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Billings Farms and Houses at B.Illlngs

End, Concord [(now Lincoln, map predates

Lincoln’s incorporation in 1754]. ——
/'John

A
s2° .
x House sites 3o i . ’
— ROads !
-= =Property boundaries @ dJohn
Do *
Fairhaven Bay
N

Figure 2. Adapted from map by E.A. Little, 1973.
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Daniel Billing’s Farm in 17586.

______ e

Fairhaven

Bay

Adapted from a map by E.A. Little

Fiaure 3.

and student, Kate DiNotmnﬂdlﬁ.
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