Transcript of an Oral Interview with Mrs. Kerry Glass,

Concerning the Past Land Uses of the Sandy Pond Area.

Conducted by JorSpringer, July 31, 1981

Lincoln, Massachusetts.

We began our talk by clarifying the Sandy Pond area of
research interest. This conservation land near Sandy Pond
includes areas south of Rt. 2, west of Lexington Road, and land

east and north of Sandy Pond Road.

KG: The only real interesting part of land abutting Sandy
Pond is the area south of the pond. This area was farmed on
the south part. If you walk around the west side it is rocky
and wooded, and was basically woodlot. The other interesting
area 1s the chestnut field.

You mucst remember that roads indicated early settlement
patterns. If you don't have a road cracked probatly nobody
wants to go there. Today we do the reverse. #®hat we do 1is
build the road then the settlement patterns come. In those
days they built the roads to the guy who wanted it. Prior
to that trhe guy had his farm out here somewhere and he went
any old wzy into town. The town at that time, in the 17th C,
more or lesc bullt all of these little roads going out into the

country. They didn't want to be bothered with laying them out,

D

because 1t was an eXpense %o the town. 3o that if you lived
out, here snd you wanted to go to the center of Concord, or
lived cuil here and you wantasd to go to the center of Lincoln,

until you nad ercugh people settled in an srea, or important
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KG: people, usually you didn't have roéds. The main network
of roads through Lincoln, prior to 1680, tells you which areas
were important. They included Rt. 24, what we call Battle Road,
on the north and on the south part of:Rt. 117, Codman Road,
126 into Concord and then south from St. Anne's church and 126
to Wayland. HNow those were the roads that'linked towns together,
This is all a part of the history of actually Lincoln.

Lincoln did not build from the center out, like most towns.
In other words most towns started on a road and then expanded
out. Iincoln did the revese. They built from north and south
in., This is why the center of town looks like a farm today. In
the Sandy Pond area, the first road appears somewhere around
1691. A road layout indicates ;%ere is a way to Mr. Flint's
farm._. .We believe this is some form of Sandy Pond Road. It

is not what we see todmy, but it is close. In 1726 they
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it 5andy Fond Road., It comes over this hill
to the treook. It does not come around the edge of the pond

as you see 1t today. That part, which you see on the edge
here was filled in, and duilt between 1750 and 1754, by &

N

family by the riame of Dakin who owned this,

Dakin owned ti what 1g Sumner Smith's now, down to what we
know as Natkintosh.lzne up along the brook. This part here
was all one ferm. At one time that Tarm was over 160 acres.
The Zimon and Samuel Dakin farm that 1o, Wy house is on part
of what weo once tn Tarm. . {(She lives nzar fths cornsr of Zandy

ond, Boad ang Tavepr ZE:xid
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KC: Now, let's work up the west side of the pond. There were
big woodlots over here, what you would call just west of the
road. They were owned by: Potter owned one big wood lot,
which must have amounted to 30-40 acres; ¢hen Stratton owned
some land up ih here and then east of the road fhere Wer e
what they called slices of woodlot that ran from the road to
+the pond. To my knowledge there has never been any farming
over in this part, what I call the north west and north side
of the pond. It must have been woodlot.

How 1in hereCyoﬁ'have Brooks' farms. A couple of Brooks farms,
'ﬂky lived here and owned lsad in various places. One farm
owned land all the way down to the northern side of the pond from
Rt. 2 above. That farm was 50 acres, and had a house on it.

The farming land was not on the pond. 3o part of these farms
included land in the woodlot.

There are many different names associated with this woodlo<,
and they are constantly changing hands. John Brooks had a farm
in the northern portion zbove the pond. He sold it in the 1&00L
to Sumner Zmith's great grandfather. This is how Lumner Smizh's
fémily acguired so much land around the pond. They Tirst
bought the Jakin place in 1758, and werc lané eXpanders.

They sterded to elther marry into the Tamilies or juzt plein
buy 1it. Thosge are thc only three farms that abutted the Term,

the Dakin farm and tre two Zrooks fTarms.

BB A~ P e < Eopa— . ; T e o s N N e
Selow tne Zrooks' farms we come to what we coll the chectrutl
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flelds. Thig is on the eagt shore of the northern part.

AR was originally olve the town ¢f Toncord In snmull ploces
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the price of
/
than anything over here. (She'

when someo

of the pond.) This was cheap

~
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seemed to have gquite

of the chestnuts, not the tre

down. What killed the trees
"*cut down occaslonal ones for
thn

Woodlots at were valuabl

pine trees, which were used for ships and masts.

here, Pine Hill, just to orie

across from Walden, that was

bit of

Iy

ne sold them was more expensive

S

referring here to the west side

land. The chestnut flelds here

value. We zassume it 1s beczuse

es, They did not cut the trees
was the blight. They may have

the wood, but I do not think co.
e in the 19thC were where you had
This area over
nt you, over here is 126, right

called Pine Hill. I have a2 feeling

that most places that were called Pine Hill in the 17th and

18thC meant that they had the
which would make it valuable.

ATter the chestnut fields,

wae ownec by ithe Zrcoks famil

to them in the 17thC, somewhe

JIES them this land

of Concorc.

to the BErooks family of

would have come out in & narr

description. of what this refe

a big lot of land, sometimes

importance of
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KG: sold this land,

from Redding, the Wessons.

Timothy and Jeremiah.

Edward Flint sold two farms.

or most of it along the pond to two men

There were three brotheres, Stephen,

Stephen's

“was 60 acres and that is an interesting deed,because it talks

v 1§

about drawing water.
here to the pond. Edward Flint

for himself.

Then the other Wesson had his land from

kept a small part near the pond

You had four farms that abutted the pond, Flints, Wesson,

and the two Brooks farms.

Most of this farmland didn't abutt

the pond. The only meadow, which abutted the pond was here,

which is on Sumner's land now.

That would be the only one that

I can think of that would have been plowed.

e

JES s
KG:

they could have, they would have.

What do you think might have been grown there?

They might have put corn there, grain, rye, anything that

This is orchard land here,

right up behind usz. Orchards were on hills. 5o up by the
Pertzoffs that was an orchard too. They liked hills for orchards
At least Sumner's family liked orchards here.

uncéerstand from hr.

B 1

le and peach crchards
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orchard here isn't 19th 2. &
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creat-great-grandfather was a blacksmith.
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KG: He was a joiner and also what you called an early 17th C
miner. He mined the lime kiln over where the Culvers live.
So his living was as a tradesman. He also had a son who was
a cooper, who built barrels. So they were not farmers.

The Brooks owned a huge portion of land all the way down
to the pond. That was granted to them originally by the town
of Concord, jugt like the Flints. The Wheelers got this
hillside here, and the Wheelers had land all over the place.
JES: Do you assume that the Brooks were granted land for their
cervices to the town?
KG: No, usually grants of land\were given to the first settlers,
the first people who came to occupy the town. They were given
either by money, importance, and that was the first division.
Concord divided land in two divisions. The first division
went out to families and later on, the second division which was

more land to important families.

jO7

was called

b2

The Flints, Thomac Flinwt, who came to Concor
a proprietor and had lots of money. He invested in the town
and for his investment they gave him lots of land. The Brooks
also had some kind of money. The Dakins, now they are a funny
story. rne bought his fazrm from the Bulkeley grant. Bulkeley

was the minister in Concord. The town gave him lots of land.

1]

There could not have been & man more important tharn the minister.
p

[#%]

His land was 800 acres. The Zulkeley grant went on thc west

side of the brook, (Sandy Pornd BErook), siarted a2t the south weest
and
corney of the pond”‘went down to 117:; that was the Bulkelcy

fzrm, The Bulkeley Farm had 750 acres. Then the Flints
hac land over on the cast side of the pond. The RBillings had

POy



KG: Back to the point of the Dakin farm, there is an interest-
ing story to Mr. Dakin. He was the son of the Concord Dakin
family. Somewhere in the late 1600's he took his wife and

his children and he went to South Carolina. His father was
annoyed at him and in the will gave him nothing. He did not
wgive him any land in what we call the nice part of Concord.
Dakin came back from South Carolina and '~ had to purchase

his own farm. So that was a very early purchase, in 1701,

Vost of this other land in 1700 was still owned by the families’
who had been granted the land by the town.

Mrs. Wheeler has a good description of how they did this in

her book Concord: Climate for Ffeedom,. 0f course you have heard

the different names for the pond?
JES: I've heard it referred to as Flint's Pend, Forest Lake

and Sandy Pond.

¥G: Yes, and also Great Lake as 1t wes sometimes called.
Here Mrs. Wheeler explains the divislon of land, "The gtandard

checkerboard pattern of town planning (we're talking atout the
beginning of Concord), was never considered here since the
natural contours provided a better plan. In Concord a second
divisior was planned and promised frem the beginning, but

until 1t could be made, a common pasture was provided on

Great Veadow, between the river and north znd easit running
ridgec.” In other words, they started out giving land in small,

but cerialn manner. The first division went to the proprietor:

P W ey - S A me Al ae Tems ]S b T e ey vyl
and lmpertant people and then zs thelr Jzmilies got bLigprer and

they needed mere land the second division was promised.
The early nis=sory of Sandy Pond is Toncord. “"Concord



KG: was the first town carved put of the wildernesé, every
other town out of all America had been close to the ocean or
tidal river." Now that is another interesting fact. In other
words, it was an inland town.

I believe, if you look at Lincoln today and the way the land

is either open or not has fod@.with the settlement patterns

. b

of the 18th €. I think that the early influence and the use of
the land goes back to the 18th C. We'll go back to Sandy Pond,
and if you walk around Sandy Pond there is nothing there for
animals to graze. The only value was wood, and once the wood
was taken off it then what happened to the value of the land?

JES It went down.

KG: That is right, it went down. Once, and certainly by

1850 or 1860 there was not a tree left., I don't think there
waeo reaily much valus in the land. I think that 1f they coulc
have plowed 1t, they would have. There isn’'t that much

tillable land in Lincoln.
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KG: Aol on this map, (the map that ghe and Mres. “lizabetn

ILittle made showing Lincoln in 17735) most of these yellow

parts, by the cdeeds we know thesc were cultivated. These weres
called thc plains in the deeds. This whole area which you are
standing on, to Taler IDridge Reoesd was a plain. In otheor

S et gf S dne llow areasars opern flelde today, rnd tha<
Lo rno szcident.  Thon were the rezl pood parts, the tillablc
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KG: Lincoln was really tillable lmnd. But in the 17th C,
these, (meaning the green areas én the map), were meadows, that,
Lincoln had a lot of.

JES: Were these mostly fresh meadow or winter hay?

KG: They were fresh meadow. In the beginning these areas,
(meaning the green areas) were more valuzble than the yellow
‘areas. It wasn't until people really started to till the land
and bring in good seed from England, well they had corn and
things, like that, but they planted fruit trees and peach trees,
tut for livestock or animals, the fresh hay off these meadows
was very valuable. What they did was ship it into Watertown.
JES: Why Watertown?

KG: Because that is where it was very heavily populated.

Where you have a highly populated area, you don't have the farms
to support them. A4 loi of the produce that they could produce
coulcd te sold in 3oston or in ﬁatertown’ or in Walthaon. Apsir,
tne same pattern is s1ill here today, in the 20th C.

Feople go to Boston to work and make their money there.

Iio Tarmer of zhis arez and certainly in the 18th € made any
moéey. Norey was made by tradesmen. Noney was made by doctors,
lawyers, and merchents. The Lincolr farmer had £o have somethinﬂ
other than his land to make money. If vou trace the history

of Lincoln anc I've talked to Warren Flint about this, people

gsay, "Ch, we've got to brirg moderate income people into

“rhe town, because that 1g very good."” The people that are tilk-
ing afout this Jdo not understand the history of Iincoln. Why it
nes toer. 2tle te De Kept the way it is was by CHIY, wondthy
pecple fow, 1T you wanil to czll = Tlascksmith in hie day, he
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KG: still here in Lincoln today were people whé made their
-money not through flarming. Sumner Smith's family, the Bemis
family, Bemis was a blacksmith and lived here, he came from
Watertown, all these families made their money ok,

through farming. Tarbell was a doctor.

There was a tremendous exodus after the revolution of these
‘Parmers. This 1s what is so interesting about Sandy Pond is
that those woodlands in all of the will or divisions of land,
of people buying land after the revolution did not really want
this land. Nobody really wanted this land near Sandy Pond, you
kind of got it in a will.. It really wasn't worth very much.
I'11 now get out some of the deeds.

JES: What caused the exodus of farmers after the revolution?
KG: They could not make enough money. Their families had
expanded and there was mnot enough land left. Betty Little

and I figured out, to be zble to have & farm of = decent cize

53

to support yourself and your family and your animals and get
enough milk, or sheep or meat and also ic raice Frain, and corn,
you needai in Linclon, at least 100 zcres. We're talking about
farﬁSJuﬂ'%vsupport the family, we're not talking about ferming
from & profit point of view. We're talking about just Fetting
by.

In the course of this you hazve to realize that the western
frontiers were beginning io open after the revolution. There

waes better 1:
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nd in New Yorg)there wos better land anywhere.
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érmer who wanted to be a farmer and make enough
money was noil going to make il in Lincoln., You see I come from

the mid-west, and 1'11 show you & picture of what I consider
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KG: a farm, a 500 acre farm and them is not one swamp on it.
Every field can be put a plow into it. We have two woods, one
we saved 1o the north and one to the south. Those are not saved
for wood now, they are just saved for the woods themselves.

Now, that was a farm. If you go through the Midwest or upstate

New York or even Vermont you will see today the difference from

a farmer's point of view.

Now, & merchant here in Iinclon, could sell his products
to the populated zreazs, but he could not make @ living on a
small farm.

Now, returning to the deeds. The Flint family which has
remainecd here in Lincoln)basically,at one time or another, were
given a lot of land and the were able to maintain it and
keep it. They were the exception and nd& the rule of farmers
in Lincoln. Fere's the deed in 1724 from Zdwerd Fiint to Stephen

wesson, It gives the bounderiese,

G 13 this the one thei mentlons rights for water for &
mill?

KGy Yes.

coZi Where was that mill?

KG: It was on Pierce Hil1) Road.

CI3:  The Flini's ownel it velfore the AdAarrington's?
EG: aell, the Flints ownel 1%, then Lathen Brown owred it.

It went through many owners. That particular farm, the Nathzarn

£3

Brown rarm, once.wag gulte profitable. lNathan Brown, who

< 4- 3 3 —
S CunNer Tningrs

- - 3 b - SN I RN S, LY : rem
Cought thisywuas s cordwzirer snd ne did vanou InNgs,
He was g miller too, re awned the mill. This pine hill nad

beautiful pines, ond once they ook the pine off this, you
) P

couldn't make much money on that €3em. Onte the mil1 cleosed
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KG: down, once the pine trees were gone, that whoie farm
was mor@pged heavily. At 3t one time the Browns - had lots
of money. The Carleys own that house now. Have you read

my book, The Hathan Brown Farm?

JZS: Yes, 1t is interesting.
KG: Well you see, there you are. It is a case where the land
no longer provided something to make money. The same thing
happened to the Dzkins. They had lots of meney. They made
money on their . lime, from the lime kilns. Cnce the better
lime kilns and better places were erected, they couldn't
sell it what use was the land? They sold it to a blacksmith,
(Zackariah Smith), not to a farmer. This piece here was owned
by a cooper. Again it was owned by somebody who ws&s not 2
farmer, rather it was owned by a tradesperson.

Reading from the Flint deed to Stephen Wesson, "Wesson for

improving higz lands, in other words, he can use the trook,
. )

thet Wesson hes the liverty o ucing the brook for sawine
Iiig wooc and forever his heirs..." llow wesson 1lc¢fi vown very
ezrly, ne went to Iudbury anc died. His brother, Timothy

Wesson qupd, but he <=o0ld out, I suece to his son, phrelm.

‘hese Tarmg asbtuited the poné and ir this deed the pond iz culled
e — T and R Rrield Tw e, e N = e = e . r

GrezT Fona, in 1724, i wEeEsTonT were housewrignto, They

were not farmers,. Trey ouilt homes.

perts of their Ierr und sold off the parts thet ithey conuldersd



KG: coculd really make a living on 15 acres. You could

keep cows, a8 few sheep and kind of support yourself on 15

acres, but not without additional income. This plece of
property was this slice where today there is a driveway that
goes down to the pond, and comes down te the Perftzoff’s driveway

from BEedford Road. On the other side of that was the Wesson

o F

property. The Wesson property sort of came around behind
Sumner's.

JES: So you are saying that by 1755 all the land that the
Flints owned abutting the pond was sold ? Then they did not

own the land here in the 1800's when Thoreau wanted to build

his cabin on the pond?

KG: No, they did not own this land then. Thoreau is referring
to Flint in his journal in general. The pond was called Flint's

fond anc¢ meybe Flint still had the say of who could build

there. Thet is why I've zlwaye wondered what Thoresu is talking
abouvt., Flint did not own land on this pond 2t that time.

JZ5:  He must nave had conirol over 1t somehow then.

KG: Well, this is it. Warren Flint was asking me when did the

Flints lose the control to the rights of the pond. I don'?t

know., I suppose, scmewhere in the legislature, there 1s an

act called the CGreat Ponds Act. All the 3reat ponde &re ownea
.

oy the gstate. They heve the right to zzy what you are going (o

ao with them and thet means 2 pond over £o many acres.

BN Do you know when that act was passed?
¥C:y Your guecsg if as good az mine. I would gusse somelhere
aftor 1975 and somewherce tefore 1890, I think the Crezt Fondn

Act, I think the staete decided to own 21] bodie=z of water over
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KG: a certain size would be called Great Lakes and they would
decide how the water would be used. I can not document it.
That is just a feeling, because we know Concord made it a reser-
voir, when, do you know?

JES: I think that piece of legislation was passed in 1872.
KG: Okay then by this time the Flints certainly did not have
énything to say about it.

KC: Let us go into the Dakins. This is the deed of Nathaniel
Hobbart to Simon Dakin, vol, 14, p.55. Hobbart sold to Dakin,’
77 acres @f‘upland, meadow, and swampland. That is exactly
what describes this. In other words, from the pond, here is
your upland. I like that, swamp, there sure is plenty of

swamp here, they call it swampland and meadow. Swampland

is about as bad as you could get. I wonder how much they paid

-

©. Hobbart had bought this from Prout, who had bought i+

— = L

from Peter Sulkeley Jr. low,

ct

here is an indication.

)]
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Tne Bulkeley grant, which was owned by the Reverend Zulkeley,
in his will he says, hic zons had 2 choice of this out here or
land in downtown Concord. One son got the first choice and chose

11 land, what

oF

the downtown Zoncord land. The other son ot

i

they cezlled remote, undivided, unimpeovesd land.. Theyv had not
done anything with it by 1758. It just sat here. 3o Peter
Zulkeley, Jr. sold i< 1o Prout, who was guite wezlthy znd who

70 ne bought the whole thing for z very
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small emount. This land cazme all the way up here to Zandy Fond,

)

vut 11 wse only this little part here from here to trhe brook

=nc everytihing else wac woodloi. S0 that iz the Tekin purchace.
I3 i® ZJescribed zm veings north westerly Irom the great pmA
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KC: So there it is again, in these very early deeds it
is described as Great Pond. It was the biggest body of
water in the whole town of Concord.

™

JES: What year was the deed written?
it

KG: I will get it in a minute. (She thinks thatdis 1701)
Now Ephraim Flint inherited land in the second division of land.
lIn the town records of Concord, the pond 1s referred to as
Mrs. Flint's Pond until her son Ephraim moved here and then it
was called NMr, Flint's Pond.

The Flints owned the rights to Bezver Pond at one time,
Their farm went all the way to Beaver Pond at one time, but they
did not carethat much about it, because I never see it mentioned
when they sold land. The only reference I see in that deed to
Stephen Wesson is about the farm and there is no mention of
the rest of the land.

I think the Zz7e on thst l2ct deed is going to be 1704,
cZZ: I wse curious &t to the decsde it was written 1n g0 that
g€ives me = rough idez.
FG: <ell some of these researchers if you meke a mistake

of three yezrs they say, ah ha, vou are wrong. That was

C)

v

volume 14, and volums 5] ks 1y
Let's see nere ...Trout sol

d it to HobtYart in 1701-02.

Now, this ic funny, when they are selling this plece of land

of Frout's T¢ Hoobarl they don't menition the pond. That iz why
I dor't thirk ere was much Ifrontage on the pond., I think it

was Jusl thic 1liitle portion here of the bulkeley Crant.

Sl Where woo Flimtis nilale
ey It was «own here near Zcaver Fonl. iow, Flint owned
1l tThile down here znd &ll the way u» te Ri. 2 and Leyond, north
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KG: of Rt. 2. He owned this whole tract of land that came
down and around this road over here. It was sort of in a
backwards I shape pilece of lénd. It did not gquite reach Rt. 2A.
Okay let us see how much Hobbart paid Prout. Peter Bulkeley
of London, sold the Bulkeley grant, .750 acres of farmland, the
Goble farm, (the Gobles leased it, but I don't think they farmed
puch of it), for 45 pounds, 750 acres for 4% pounds. That is
’not much. It was not what they called very valuable land.
The Flint grant was always valued at more money than the Bulkeley
Grant and yet they were both the same acreage. The Bulkeley
Grant, hzd all of this swampy area in it, which was not as
good as this meadow. This, Flint's CGreat Neadow was pretty
valuable land and thal is why the Flints kept this. They sold
off the northern fringes and sold off this gleng Bedford Road tog,
in 1785. What they were keeping was the fertile land. They got

rid of the hills, and Xept Fierce Park area and the entire plain

S

along Iexington Road where you can. still see the bezutiful land.
Timothy Prout in 169C, got 2 mortgage. He mortgaged the

Goble farm for 320 pounds. Iow that means the land has bteen

improved. They evidently can not pay it back, in 1701,sc Nathan-

iel Hobbart of Hingham, he is not even from this area, graciously

gave the mortagage tc him and he pays it. In December, 10,

1702, Nathaniel Hobbart sells to Simon Dakin, for 85 pounds, 77

acres, which sbutted the pond. That is the beginning of the

pakln farm. DJakin is referred to here as & joiner, in other words

he is not a yeoman.

Let ug look st some gther deeds. In 1217 it savs who the
abutters zre. Remember, I said the Weston Jand and then this up
here hud been Lawrence land. Hzggar bought the Timothy W sson

€ e TE wwe called Fhie Hanalr farm Then Halo marf KReoece ki a
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KG: is now Sumner Smith's land, you know where Sumner Smith's
house now is? That had previously been Cole, Stearns, Adams,
and Flint. 3o Haggar owned Phe Iimothy Wesson farm.

(Reading bjits and pieces of deeds) Rounded by the swamp that
runs through Mrs. Flint's Pond to pond meadow on the north, that
would be Obadiah Wheeler. He got three acres, that is an
Qriginal grant and is woodland. It does not say how much it ic
worth. He also got six acres. They were giying cut this larnd
in small pieces. Thomas Wheeler g€ot nine acres of upland

near the chestnut field, bounded on the south by Mrs. Flint's
Pond. Somebody else got three acres, somebody else got six
acres, and those are both on the pond.

These are the original divisions. You have Thomas wheeler,
Obidiah Wheeler, Geovge Feriam, five acres of woodland bounded
upon the south by Frs. Flint's Pcnd, on the north by John
Farwell, wcodlar?, uplzng, woodlaongd, upland,...let'c mce vlusd
else So they call 117 Jeszhuz Axcowe, TH wcres, iz Jow- non cay
whnat it i1s. 7illism Veriwell £Cv three z2crez in the chesinut

leld. Those ere just samples. TFRat is how they gave them out,

- TaT i o3 - = L P
JIl: “heri were those first diviziong?
ol 5 [ I~ E H Ay I 4 p GIy E——
KC. Ltioce would have been in 1404, These 1o in the Concors

Records, volume one page 1704 and pags 45,

Now, here is the Flini's farm snd here ore all the abutiers.
~ome of the namez in the chestrut field were the early Joncord
names; Lamtson, Taylor, Brooks. Nheeler, etc. e tried to Slrure
Gut once how many people owneld the chestnut field 2% one ST .

R
S

e . l 7
2L WOUL U

four families. Ilow ihe Flints never owned any land ir. “h:

<

chegtnut fields., They dil nos T=2csusc they hod 212 this other

]
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KG: land so that the ones that had the smaller’farms could get

these small pieces. ZEleazer Ball sold to Fletcher eightl

acres near the chestnut fields. The abutters here are: John
and

Jones, Christopher Woaolley,, Johnathon Prescott. This gives

you a pretty good idea there were & lot of people owning little

pieces of land here. So you did not have a big chunk of land

,pwned by any one idividual in the chestnut area.

Then you have thev& “he road layout down here, the 1735
road layout. It starts up here and does not come down through
the chestnut field. That is the discontinued road now, on the
east side going in from Bedford Road.

In this deed, Daniel Brooks is going to sell his farm, 50
acres, house and barn to Cyrus Smith. He is one of Sumner Smiths
relatives. Now thig&._Smith married the daughter of Daniel
Erooks. In 1826, he sold 50 acres for 32,500, deed number 26349%,
Thi=z deed is interesting tecause it talks ebout other pilecec
of land rorth of the pond. HYe i going to sell &1l of his
real estate in Lincoln, which crosses tne turnpike, (Route 2),
and rune north west to Timothy Brooks, and comes down and touched
the pona.

These are some of the names of the abutters: on the east,
Timothy Brooks, in 1726, Jones, the heirs of Joshua Brooks,
Thaddeus Hunt, Zdmund Wheeler, Johnathon Smith and to the pond
by the land of Zbenerer Wooley.

JZ3: Do you feel that the swamp ares on the north east side of

o]

} -. I e B - - . Sy ., PR SO
the pond was over used for the cultivation of craznberries

o "o, I dor't think zo, because the Zroocks owned it and
they only referred to it as a mesdow. There 1z no mention in
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KG: origimal land settlers Kept this laﬂd in the family

since it was so vauluable. However, around 1722 Benjamin
3rooks began buging portions of the chestnut field and thus
expanded his farm to the south. His land started right where
Rt. 2 is. His father, Noah Brooks gave to Benjamin, 54 acres
of land which was near Noash Brooks fields and housegé. Benjamin
bought land from: Zdward Flirnt, & acrec, from Noah Brooks,

17 zcres, from Taylor, 9 acres near the chestnut field, 5%
acres fromlJune Wesson, 12%¢ acres fpom Ebenezer Flagg, 10
acres from Benjamin Stowe, &€ acres from Hoar, in the chestnut
field, and 4 acres from Jack Taylor.

In 1739, Hugh Brooks sold 20 acres of woodland near the chest-
nut field to Job Brooks. This acreage was bounded by Benjamin
Brooks, Zphraim Flint, and John Stowe. Joshua Brooks owned

58 acres south of the Qhestnut field. 1In other words, by the
end of the 18th C *he Erocoks owned much of the land on the oot

o~ -~

nd and the major portion of the chesinut ficld.

O

side of the p

=io

[

in the first grante and first div 1+ of Concord land, the

woodlots on the west side of the pond were divided into small
portions among many families. If we start at the south west
erié of the pond and work ocur way around the pond we would

£ind the following people owning land: Eubbard owned 15 acres
of woodland, which was later sold to Dakin, Potters owned

50 acres; Flethher owned 50 acres, 2rooks, Scotsford, 3% acreo,

¢bidianh Wheeler, € acr rim, & acres, Ceorge Nerlam, [

1t9]
n
i
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S
acred, =s you reach the north end we have Timothy Wheecler ol
Trooks, =nd theon on the east side working our way south weo

T -

cercs o7 thin to Lawrenco.
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The tape ended and the following ## notes_from our discussion
that followed. Credit for the information goes to Mrs. Class.

In 1666 a deed shows Joshua Brooks owning 58 acres of land
bounded: on the south by Mrs. Flint's Farm, on the west by
Frs., Flint's Pond, on the north by the chestnut field and
on the east by Timothy Wheeler.
, Luke Fotter's land, which was near the present day pump
stetion, included 40 acres of woodland. Luke Potter is & gocd
exzmple of the wealthy, early Concord settler: who had little
portions of land in many different places.

In the 1740's, Dakin bought land on the socuth west corner
of the pond. 1In 1746, Fubbard sold 12 acres to Samuel Dakin
for 140 pounds. This area was described as woodland and is now
open pasture that goes between the pond and Sandy Pond Road.
This land was later bought, in 1786 by Zackariah Smith. Nr.
Smith begarn acquiring much of hig land through mortgages.
rer;mers  were not buying lanc ir Linccln after the revelution.
Iredespersons began acquiring wortgaged land from farmers whe
couls not pay their bills.
Lincoln wes shaped by her terrain, which

initially staerted the peitern of roads going arcundé the town.

__J

Celcom dlc people want fto fo to Iinrcolrn, becauze the roals werec
not as efficient 2 the roads of the surrounding towns., The

] ATy - A~ e + Y e D A~ QA A s+ ~ e S T e ey ~1 -
wealthy people that Iived nere, d1id not want to bring weople
+ ot ' & s

through their land, sc they cié not want to donate the money for



she velleves that Lincoln is still influenced by the mother towns
For example, the road system as it is now planned makes it
much easier for many Lincoln residents to do their shopping
outside of Lincoln. HNany still make their money outside of
Lincoln. It is still the wealthy families. that determine
the look of Lincoln today; without their money Lincoln could not
have preserved the town with so much open space and conservatlon
land.

In 1821 a man by the last name of Hales conducted a survery
of roacs in the Boston area. Hales, unimpressed with Iincoln,
cescribed the roads leading to Lincoln as existing in poor
repair. He mentioned that they were little traveled on.
He sald the soll was coarse and rocky with great portions of
the land covered with woods and that less thah one third of
the land was cultivated.

A comparison of the roads on the east side of the pond
with those or. the wesgt side 9F the pond hints

land on the eest and west sides oi the pond. 1In

S P Bl o S ey = BT NSl S S AT o L P
1732, the boundariss o the roads on the eazst gide of the pond

NUR— NVopves g wre Tl - ~ Qe ) . 3 . .
much lesc valuables., The road here was marked by rocks, many
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pires were ziready itz2ken;, great
¥ paks, and oy white oaks., The 211l on tho south west
corner of the pond was marked by 2 tlack cak and does not yet

rrs ot o Y A‘:r’\ %"("l sk af l’\ w 1< /;’7 /1" Vv Bl ’ T 41’ d h ove .



-22-

A survey of the pond, in 1795, shows the pond covering
197 acres. By 1875 the pond is described as covering 172
acres. The town of Concord paid Dakin to fill in the south
west portion of the pcnd in 1754. Throughout the last two
centuries the shape of Sandy Pond has been depicted on maps
in various shapes and sizes, many appearing gquite improbable.
»  The beauty of Sandy Pond has been saved through o variety
of circumstances including it's low value as farmland in the
early colonial development, and a later generations desire
to prevent the development of this valuable water source

and preserve it for future generations to enjoy.



