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FOREWORD

Liwveoliw
When Charles Francis Adams was asked to glve the address at thgﬂgelobra-

tiom in 1904, he did mot have time to make & systematio study of the town of
his adoption. Had he downe 80, he would surely have turmed up much of the
material here presented. His "Three Episodes of Massachusetts History" was
almost the firat attempt to pemetrate the fog of amcestor worshin which was
making saints amnd herces of the human belngs who founded cur colony, ané:?tudy
them with Truth as the sole objeot. That has beem my imtemtion with this
material and I pregemt it evem though it shows ome of my owm conmeotions a
convioted murderer and one of his a ocaptain of the Linceln Mimute Mem. I have
hed invaluable help from Harriet Merrifield Forbea and to her 1 dedicate this

work.

Thoreau Farm

Comoord, Massachusetts, 1960,




OLDEST INHABITANTS

The early history of Lincoln does not begin in 1754 but more than a
hundred years earlier when the grandfathers of the men who petitioned for a
separate town, first settled on the farms which were to be included in Lincoln.

The original bounds of Concord were laid out in what was thought to be
unclaimed wilderness and due allowance was made for possible error so that the
"six miles square" granted in 1635 to Simon Willard and his associates was
actually six and two-thirds miles on each side, The boundary on the West was
substantially as it is today, except that it ran up into Carlisle to "Berry
Cormer",- a pile of rocks which can still be found in the woods at the head of
Spencer Brook valley. The Northeast corner was East of the Shawshine river in
the present town of Bedford. A portion of the present Bedford-Lexington line
just North of the present Lincoln line follows the original line between Concord
and Cambridge Farms (Cambridge was granted the lund to Concord line in 1642).
On the Bay road (as the main road to Cambridge used to be called) it was the
boundary between the Nelson farm which ran to the old line in Lexington, and
the Rice farm (?ﬁﬁgiﬁhe Bean place) which was in Concord and bounded on the old
town bounds. The stone bound on the Bay road between Concord and Cambridge
marked with a C on each side was called on the 0ld Lincoln maps the See or the
C. It was between Folly Pond and Mill street not far from the Paul Revere

e

marker.ﬁmggﬂggggfciﬁé lines can be found by projecting the present Concord-
Sudbury line and the short Bedford-Lexington line to their intersection, which
is found to be in the present Weston-Lincoln line south of the Waltham roed,
a spot still marked in 1880 when C, H. Walcott treced the lines for his careful

book Concord in the Colonial Period. The line crosses the Concord Pike WetT-ofi

the 0ld Hoar and Stone farms, follows the East side of the old Flint farm, and

touches the East side of the old Beaver pond. When laid out in 1635 it took
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igqnart of the land in this corner already granted to Watertown, but the

General Court awarded the land to Concord, compensating Watertown in 1639 with
the town of Sudbury. For convenience in dividing land, Concord was divided

into three sections called quarters. This section of Lincoln was partly in
Concord's East Quarter and nartly in the South Quarter, the bound rumning North
of Flint's pond and farm. When the land was divided in 16563, the South part had
already been granted in large tracts to the persons who had put up the capital
to get the new town started; only Watertown corner and what we call Baker Farm

was left for small South Quarter holders.,

SOUTH QUARTER FARMS

Henry Woodis and Thomas Stow (peshess in the ripght of Simon Willard)
had 666 acres south of Fairhaven and east of the river, extending to the
Sudbury line and to what we know as the Codman place. The Codman place was on
750 acres granted to Peter Bulkeley, extending north to Flint's rond and East
to the brook leading out of it. East of the pond and brook and extending to
the town bounds was a farm of 750 mcres granted to the widow of Thomas Flint
in 1661 in the following words:

"The Court considering that Mr. Thomas Flint, deceased, served the
Country in the magistracy and other public capacities and some whiles after
nublic allowance was paid unbto the magistrates, and had no recompense nor any
grant of land and that the said Mr. Flint left a widow and numerous family
many whereof were in minority,...judge meet to grant to the widow of the
deceased Mr. Flint and her son John, eight hundred acres of land..."

The son,John Flint settled in Concord above the North bridge. The
son Ephraim settled in Lincoln on this grant of 166l. I see no reason to

supprose that the old Flint house still occupied by Mrs. Edward Flint and her

*These figures are all indefinite. Sometimes the records says 800 - sometimes
750. Henry Woodis bought out Simon Willard.
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son was not built at this time. It once had a big central chimney and a long
sloping roofe There was a direct road to the house from the Bay road in
Concord, a portion of which may still be seen near the Albert Brooks place on
route 2 north of the pond. Hawthorne lane and Sandy Pond road were also known
as "the way to Mr. Flint's farm" -~ south of the Pond.

The successive owners of the farm have been Mrs. Thomast Ephraim? his
nephew Edwardf his mnephew Ephraimf-the latter's son and grandson each named
Ephraigjéthen George7of the seventh generation, his sons Edwardyand Ephraimy
and their sons of the present generation. The center of Lincoln took a large
vart of the farm and the remainder was divided by the eighth generation.

The Watertown Corner was at first held in common, each of 13 small
proprietors of land in Concord's South Quarter had a right of pasturage in the
corner. In 1850 these were Samuel Stratton, Nathaniel Billings, Luke Potter,
George Wheeler, Obadiah Wheeler, George Hayward, John Heywood, William‘Buss,
James Hosmer, John Miles, Michael Wood, Thomas Brooks and Oliver Barret.*l
Richar&PParks bought a houselot in the Watertown corner of Nathanief Billings,*
in 1687, and soon his descendants owned most of the land in this corner south
of the Flint grant and east of the Bulkeley grant, land on both sides of the
Watertown road. The Cousins place beyond the railroad-crossing is a surviving
Parks place and another, torn down in this century, stood on the farm now
called "the Lincoln Line." Rjichard Parks' first nurchase, however, was part

of the old Goble farm, perhaps the old Goble house itself, for the Goble family

and name were forgotten in Concord even by the families of the daughters who

*1 Most of these proprietors lived near the Sudbury river in territory still
in Concord.

4 P Arn ot o

*2 Nathanief son of John: Paqks')son Richard’married Nathaniel's sister
Elizabeth? (John” Nathaniel)

2
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inherited the land. Among these families were White, Dean, Shepherd, Stratton,
. N e T . T P WP ¥ 0. I, Ve 2t
Dana, Dudley and Hutchinson. \ "44%&%f A A N Sea s AR

South Quarter Fgarms, continued

The Goble farm was the southern half of the large grant bought from
Stow and Woodis by Daniel NDean and Thomas Goble., Daniel was the son of
Thomas Dane of Concord. He built the house now standirig as the ell of the
house at the intersection of Wayland road and the Fitchburg turnpike. Daniel
Dean married first Mary, daughter of Thomas Goble, second,*1 Margaret Eames,
widow of Josepﬁ;Adams (John:"Henr;;r)*2 who brought with her two sons and a
daughter, Daniel, John and Chary Adams. When Daniel Dean died childless{}n
1725, says his gravestone) he left the Lincoln property to his sten-sons.
Daniel Adams and his brother John had married Minot sisters, Elizabeth and Love,

while Love's twin sister Mercy married Samuel Dakin and lived just over the Eest

daughter and namesake married Reve. William Lawrence, Lincoln's first minister.
The sister Chary married Jonathan Stone from the Stone farm just over the
Lexington line from the Flints.*3 The house inherited by Daniel Adams
descended to Captain Joseph Adams in 1771 and in 1809 to Captain Charles
Adams Wheeler who huilt the front section of the house.

Daniel Adams sold varts of his farm at different times, one parcel of
20 acres at the Watertown road intersection in 1736 to NathanieiaBillings and

*] Some genealogies say that Margaret Eames Adams' husband was a nephew of
Daniel, son of his brother Joseph, the first Duniel's heir. “Uu.%u%¢ﬂxi
ol B - G hendgeds poe Tt A e ;;-“ Cad Lafpandb, )

%2 Recent Adams genealogists are sure that this was the same Adams family as
the Presidential Adamses. See "Henry Adams of Somersetshire, Englend,
and Braintree, Massachusetts" by J. G. Bartlett.

*3 Now the PFarrington Memorial.

v
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Sudbury line. Love became s widow in 1725 and married E‘hjhi& Flint. Her fiﬂkﬁﬁ~@’
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his wife Hannah, the varents of Gracéﬁwho married Jacob Beker, first of the
Bakers to appear in this part of Lincoln. The house was undoubtedly a small
one, the vresent house, I am told was partly made from the old school house
moved from the triangle. In 1768, Nathaniel gave his negro Willism Fillis two
recorded deeds, one his freedom from slavery, the other the real estate "because
he has behaved towards me and my wife with distinguished care and tenderness in
my old age." Title was contingent on continued care, the provision of a horse
to ride to meeting, exmenses in their last illness and burial. Both died within
the year, but the record does not show whether the Court allowed Fillis to keep
the property. It does show that the old folks were not living with Grace and
Jacob Baker,

After the Indians destroyed Lancaster in 1676, Jacob Farrar's widow
took refuge in Concord where her father George/Hayward lived. One son,*!

George Farrar, went to live as apnrentice to Thomas Goble. When he married Mary
How in 1692 he built the house on part of the Goble farm where his descendants
have lived until 1950. A Goble son-in-lew named Hutchinson lived south of
Farrar on the town line.

Between the Goble-Dean and the Flint farms was the big farm granted to
the Rev. Peter Bulkeley. It is probable that Thomas Goble first came out to
Concord from Charlestown as tenant of the Bulkeley farm.*2 The farm was
inherited by the Reverend Peter's son Peter, who lived in London, and was sold
by him in 1871 to Timothy Prout for E45. 1In 1701, Prout's son Ebenezer sold
it to Natheniel Hobert, who sold the northern nart to Simon Dekin in 1702, the
next year. Until then it included 800 acres from Flint's pond to Beaver Pond
bounded eamst on the brook which ran between the two. In 1788 this Dakin part

beceme the Zacharish Smith farme.

*1 The other son lived on Westford road, Concord, next the Aecton line.

*2 See Peter Bulkeley's will in family genealogy.
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The southern part had two houses on it. One, moved and remodelled,
is the Henry Warner house, the other, also made over in the Federal period,
is the Codman place. The former was the home for a counle of years of Rev.
Samuel Parris of Danvers, whose West Indian slave, Tituba, so aroused the
Parris children that their hysterical fits started the witchcraft delusion.
Parris moved on to Kast Sudbury where he died.

The wealthy families among the first settlers, with their land grants
in Concord, their "rights" in Acton and their further grants in southern New
Hampshire and central Massachusetts (which were a belated soldiers' bonus given
to the sons and grandsons of those who fought the Indians) had by 1754 become
clans. Some sold their Concord land and moved to the new towns. Those who
stayed had bought and divided until there were three Hartwell houses, eight
Brooks houses, seven Billings houses, four or five Parks' and three Farrar's.
Just as this division was progressing among the farmers, a multiplication of
wealth was beginning for a new class, the merchants. Banking was unknown in
1635, Individuals with money like Rev. Peter Bulkeley or the Flints would
lend sums, but they frequently lost whet they lent, or waited to collect
until an estate was settled. Concord farmers could get money only by taking
cattle, horses, produce or wood down to Charlestown or Boston. Down there
the man with a little capital became a merchant and made a profit buying as
well as selling. One such was James Russell. Charlestown was more convenient
than Boston to Concord farmers because it did not involve the delay and
expense of a ferry trip across the wide Charles. I have seen the inventory
of a (Qoncord estate in 1686 in which Mr. Russell owed for omnions, also for
horses shipped to Barbadoes and in turn was owed for books, anchovies, a wig,
and a dress sword. ! There was no uniform currency. The colony made a pine

*1 Mid Registry Estate of Peter Bulkeley, Esq., grandson of Rev. Peter. The
estate also owed money borrowed from Ephraim Flint.
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tree shilling but Spanish, English and French dbiﬁs were also current and
even the best of these had to be weighed to be sure it had not been clivpped.
Then the equipment of big military expeditions against th; French led to the
printing of unsecured paper money, followed by inflation. Finally a Boston
group suggested a iand bank which would lend printed money to farmers backed
3 ard ol g, de o
by the land as security. Nathaniel Billings in this way}lost the land given
him by his father and it was bought by his riech neighbor Chambers Russell.
Both the Chambers and the Russell grandparents had made money as merchants,
and Chambers Russell Was prepared to live in style on his country estate. He
had a farmhouse as well as a mansion with slave quarters. After his wife's
death he decided to go to England and got the ready cash by mortgaging the
place to John Hancock. This mortgage was discharged in October 1766. Charles
Russell, a nephew, inherited the place. His wife was a Vassall of the Cambridge
Tory family and the house in Lincoln has a Brattle street or "Tory Row" look
about it. Dr. Russell left town on April 19;Zgbtake refuge in Boston,
exchanging houses temporarily with Henderson Inches, a patriot who was equally
enxious to leave Boston. Dr. Russell died in Antigua befori the end of the .
Thae- 2%

war, but the estate had meanwhile been confiscated by a Concére\Revolutionary
committee. Now, however, James Russell, the executor, discoveréd that a
second mortgage to Hancock was in existence and naturally the property of so
famous a patriot could not be taken as Tory property. The Hancocks then
obligingly sold the property to James Russell's son, a second Chambers Russell,
who left it in due course to his nephew John Godman. Perheps there was no
smart Yankee trading here, but there is a letter from Judge Samuel Curwin to
Hon. James Russell in 1783 which needs some explaining:

"I have heard of the sale of your late son Charles' estate at Lincoln
to your son Chambers. I will presume you did not forget my demand for 300

il e s S A = o
' {i/.’ =S \ 1{’5@ B !’ R S S e S )‘ﬁ“y;;,;f?_ini_iu-. “‘_‘;,ﬁﬁ {'3 7
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pounds sterling and somewhat more for his bond to me, though your silence
respecting it has sinee raised my apprehension." That was a large legal fee

for those days)but perhaps the Judge earned it.

West of this Bulkeley farm, extending to Fairhaven Bay wes a 200-aore
farm (given in the division of the South fuarter in 1663 to NathaniellBillings,
whose first house in fonoord oenter*! was sold in 1678 to Rev. Joseph Estabrook.
The two sons NathanielLand Johﬂbmoved out to this fertile farm and built houses,
as early as 1678 but not earlier than 16563,- one on each side of the old roed
to East Sudbury. The road ran on over the damﬁyhich John Billings built for
his mill on the north branch of Halfway brook,Q}glled Beaver dam, and the farm
extended north beyongﬁgaker Bridge road. John had seven ochildren and his son
SamueIzhad ten, so it is no wonder that in the list of Revolutionary soldiers
from Lincoln there ars seven named Billings and their graves are numerous in
the center burying-ground though for living descendants you would have to look
west, perhaps to Billings, Montana. The Maj. Henry L. Higginson house (now
Prof. Merriam's) was built by Isaamc Billings, son of a John who died in 1754,

It was part of the estate of Ephraim Billings in 1811.

NathanielLBillings lived in the old rfg house, oalled Baker Farm. He
deeded the north part of his farm in 1709 Zﬁ:ﬁ;thanieijﬂillings and the south
part with the house to his son Daniel} "including the land on which I now
dwell, with all the buildings." Nathaniel built a house now marked by a
fallen elm tree just north of Baker Bridge and lost it, as previously related,
in 1720. In 1723 he sold with the court's permission a 40 acre piese near

Feirhaven to his cousin Samuel. This was, I think, the Pleasant meadow and

ad jasent land where in my childhood some red bee-balm, gone wild, marked an

*1 Now very muoch altered at 48 Walden street,
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CapCorp-SLDhUR
0ld cellar hole near the oldffoad whioh can still be traoced. This piece of

Baker farm was owned by Jacob Baker in 1782, bought about 1777 from Samuel
Billings who moved to Somers, Connectiout in that year,

NathanieIlBillings was wounded Deo. 6, 1675 in King Philip's War but
lived until 1714 in August when he was "drowned in a spring," the only one of

that sturdy generation to die from drinking water.*! The spring is still

pointed out by the oldest inhabitants near the railroad at the head of Heywood's

brooka DanieIQBillings had only one echifwy=we daughter who married Amos Heald.
Daniel gave them half his farm in 1736 with a house on it, whioh was the old
Snelling place, burnad a few years ago. The Bakers got possession of the

red house beoause Daniel Billings?Elso got into financial diffioulties and in
1785 Amos Bapker got an execution for one-third of Billings' real estate, the

remainder going to Eleazer Bradshaw, thus further splitting up the farm.

Bast Quarter Farms

The farmers who divided up the East Quarter were Thomas Brooks, John
and Joseph Meriam, Richard Rice, John Farwell, Thomas Wheeler, Moses Wheat,
Nathaniel Stow, William and Francis Fletcher, Rdward Wright, Thomas Fox,
Nathaniel Ball, William and John Hartwell, Ohristopher Wooley and William
Taylor. On the old Woburn road whioh left the Bay road just east of the
Brooks tan-yard was the Wheat place, on the west Virginia road corner; the
Wooley place on the north east oorner, and further on farms owned by Taylors,
Balls and Meriams.*? ehe Farwell property beoame the John Jones and Farwell

—

»] He probably had a stroke and fell into the spring. Haying was strenuous
worke

%2 The widow Mead and possibly a Whittaker were on this road in 1717, accord-
ing to the oldest assessor's list. The Mead farm is now included in the
airport, the Samuel Meriam house is an Officers' Club but is over the
Bedford town line.
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Jones property, part of it was beyond Meriams Corner on the old Bedford road

in Concord but there were also some fields in what was later Lincoln. The
whole hill a half mile beyond Meriam's corner went to Thomas Brooks' three
sons. Caleb who had the middle part at the top of the hill sold to his brother
Joshua and moved to Medford. Joshua's descendants built 3 houses on the south
side of the street, the only houses not facing south built on this road until
the twentieth century. They also chose to be included in Lincoln while the
other side of the road, and Gershom's grandsons, remained in Concord. Beyond
the hill the road swung to the north around a piece of land called 'the meeting
house frame' claimed later by the heirs of Peter Bulkeley but doubtless

s

7
intended to suprly timber for the meeting house.: In the same way land was
o egoid Tl AssabeT i '
set aside, to provide timber for the bridges in what 1s now the center of West

Concord. )

Other old place names in this neighborhood were Blind Plain where the
airport is now, Rocky meadow, to the east of it; Well Head just north of the
Bay road and Tar-kiln brook running into Shawshine brook, and Suburb meadow.
South of the road was the Ox Pasture, land held in common on the southwest
side of Brooks hill;"‘1 Chestrnut Field, east of the Ox Pasture,*z and Folly
Pond near the C,

The Hartwell ssecond division land still has its two old houses which
however could not have been built before the division of 1653, Next to the
Hartwells on the east were the lands of Franeis Fletcher, sold in 1693 to

#*3
Benjamin Whittemore and the house and farm sold in 1758 to William Dodge and

*1 Now on the Lincoln side of the west boundary with the bridge made of a
single huge stone.

*2 Chestnuts are still trying to grow from the stumps of trees killed by the
blight.

4.3 Vigsd 1 A4 Ly Hgee ui ¥ e
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his wife Elizabeth (Proctor), former widow of William Salmon, and given to

her daughter Katharine Louisa Salmon before she married William Smith in

1770. There was one other house near the old town line owned by Richard Rice's
son-in-law Dr. Philip Reed and later by Ebenezer Lamson and Bradyl Smith, with
Richard Rice himself on the lane opposite.

Between these Bay road farms and Flint's farm in the eighteenth century
was Thomas Wheeler's place and possibly a farm owned in 1717 by Deacon Brooks
and one nextizizﬂtown line owned in 1726 by the Hoar family. ThomaéSWheeler
was the son of Deacon John Wheeler and grandson of Serg. Thomas Wheeler .o
had a large grant on Virginie road on which he and his descendants built five
houses. Thomas born in 1692 in the house that was later Thoreau's birthrlace
probably built on the north side of Flint's hill when he married Mary Munroe.

Here his descendants still live, on a lane which was originally part of the

way to Mr. Flint's farm.

Richard Rice

Richard Rice was one of the humhler first settlers and was the last
survivor of the grouv, living until 1709 when an epidemic took him offﬁ
together with his daughter, his daughter-in-law and his grandson, Joseph
Rice. The town clerk reports "being accounted more than one hundred years
0ld." He was listed as an inhabitant of Cambridge in 1635 but testified in
1684 that he was present when the town was purchased from the Indians:

"The testimony of Richard Rice aged seventy-two years showeth that
about the year 1636 there was an agreement made by some undertskers for the
town sinee called Concord with some Indians that had a right unto the land
then purchased for the township. The Indians names was Squaw Sachem,

Tahattawan Sagamore, Mattunkatucka, and some other Indians that lived at
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that nlace, the tract of land being six miles square. The center of the place
being sbout the place the meeting house standeth now; the bargain was made
and confirmed between the English undertakers and the Indians then present
to their good satisfaction on all hands.”
Sworn in Court Oct. 8, 1684:3"1
Thomas Danforth, Recorder
When the first house lots were given out, Richard Rice, who had no
large family, received a small lot at the head of the mill pond between the
ford and the Watertown road, which he abandoned as soon as possible for his
second division farm next to the town bounds. Here he built the house e&imd -
standing on its own lane facing south east., w~l % g UﬁJngyt“ﬂ'd} tlte 2
About 1867 Rice's daughter married Dr. Philip Read, a physician who
settled across the Bay road to practise in Concord and the neighboring townse
Mr. Frank Hersey in Heroes of the Battle Road says that the 1ily pond on the
south side of the road at this point got its name of Folly Pond because a man
named Read, who owned the 1and/conceived the plan of draining the pond by
cutting a passage through the ridge to Well Head Swamp on the north side of
the road. He began the work, the marks of which still remain but because he
never finished, the project was known as Read's Folly. Read was original in
other ways. He compared Rev. Mr. Estabrook to aging Rev. Edward Bulkeley

saying that the latter was not fit to carry Mr. Estabrook's books after him

and had been called by a company of blockheads who followed the plow-tail. Then

he told a patient that her illness had been caused by standing too long in
church. The Court fined him twenty pounds after refusing to let him be repre-
sented by counsel.

Another member of Richard Rice's family got into the court records

because he couldn't help laughing. This was the son FPeter who was waiting in

*1 This date, if he was 72, makes him 97 or 98 at the time of his death, and
the Town Clerk had cause to be skeptical.
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the sexton's house one 3unday while the church members stayed for communion.
Tobacco leaves were drying by the fireplace while a savory stew was cooking in
a pot on the crane. The children put some tobacco in the stew and waited
expectantly to see what Sarah Pellet would say. Thomas and Sarah didn't think
it was funny to have their dinner spoiled, and brought them all into Court where:

"they did say and attest that the last Sabbath day was a fortnight,
some young persons being at their house at noon time when the Sacrament was
administering, their pot being boiling over their fire, when they did come to
take of the same, they found it much abused and unfit to be eaten....also that
when they came to take notice of their pot, Mary Power, Hannah Stannup and
Peter Rice did laugh and nicker."

Richard Rice had to pay a fine for this '"rudeness and mischief done
to the victuals of Thomas Pellet on the Lord's day." We can only hope that
the young people had a warm place to wait the next Sunday.

Richard Rice's house was sold by his heirs to Benjamin Whittemore
who had succeeded the Fletchers in the house on the knoll east of the Hart-
well's and when the Whittemores moved away the Rice house went to Aaron Brooks
end from him to the Bean family while the Whittemore place became the home

of Captain William Smith.

Williem Smith, Jr. the captain of the Lincoln Minute Men was living
on his farm just east of the Hartwell's on April 19, 1775. Charles Francis
Adams was not inclined to admit in 1904 thet this was his great grandmother
Abigail Adams' brother.*l It is easy to prove, however, even without access
to the Adams msnuscripts. There is a cloud over the last few years of Captain
Smith's life but I have been unable to find any scandal which would make it

*1 See The Town of Lincoln, 1754-1904, p. 135.
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undesirable to claim him as a relation unless the fact that he was extravapgant
was a crime in the eyes of the Lincoln historian. Unfortunately the biographers
of Abigail Adams and the editors of her letters add to the confusion by mixing
brother William with Cousin William. Let us admit at once that there is some
excuse for the mix;up. Abigail had a father, Rev. William Smith of Weymouth,

a cousin William Smith, son of her father's brother Isaac (a Harvard graduate

in 1774 and a successful merchant in Boston) and father of another Williem. The
Adamses often stayed at their house in Boston and entrusted various business
commissions to him when they were in foreign parts. Brother William, too, hed

s son Billy. Then Abigail's daughter married a New York Col. William Smith

and also had a son William. Abigail herself almost alwayvs referred to them as
Brother William, Cousin William, son William or Grandson Williem as the case
might be and the Lincoln William's wife was Sister Smith, so the reference is

clear enough if you have the facts beforehand.

A Hereditary 3pice

The wife of the President of the United States was writing to her
Sister franch on March 18, 1800, "Sister Peabody must not be too hard upon
Betsy nor forget that she herself was once young snd possessed a heart as
liable to impressions and as susceptible of the tender passions as any body
I can recollect. Betsy has a hereditary spice of the romantic in her consti-
tution. Guide her right. Her heart is good. A cold youth could be a frozen
age. If she has more pangs in consequence of her disposition she has more
pleasures.""‘1

Betsy was the youngest of six children of Abigail Adams' brother

Captain William Smith of the Lincoln Minute-men. She was born on the North

Lincoln farm in 1780 but had been adopted by her Aunt Elizabeth before she was

*1 Stewart Mitchell, Ed., More Letters of Abipgail Adems.
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five years 0ld in order to help out her brother's poverty-stricken family.
Aunt Elizabeth, four years younger then Williem Smith had maerried the Rev. John
Shaw of Haverhill and had named her first child William Smith Shaw. She had
a daughter Elizabeth Quincy Shaw;who hed died in 1795 and another Abigail Adams
Shaw. She herself married Rev. Stephen Peabody of Atkinson, New Hempshire,
soon after her first husband's death in 1794. It is said that he proposed at
the first husband's funeral. Whatever tender passion may have disturbed
Betsy, nothing appears on the record. She had married Jemes H. Foster of Boston
on November 15, 1798, and lived until the middle of the nineteenth century.
She became the owner of the Lincoln farm after her mother's death. Johm Quiney
Adams and his son Charles Francis Adams frequently refer in their diaries to
calls on their cousins the Fosters. Aftqr Jgpp,and Abigail Adams came back
from England in 1788, they took Louiﬁgrégégghéﬁ;o their household and she was
companion and helper to her aunt until Abigeil died in 1818.*!1  Then she went
to live with her sister Elizabeth Foster until her death in 1857. Louisa was
a member of the Vice-presidential household in New York and of the Presidential
household that moved into the uncompleted White House in Washington in the
last months of her Uncle Joln's term of office, and doubtless helped hang the
wash in the East room. She must have lacked the "hereditary spice," for the
Ufﬁdﬁ Hm""‘*’i.caller's of the day, if they mention her,do so only in passing, as "a young

kinswoman."

William, her father, was born in 1746 in the Weymouth parsonage and
attended Mr. Marsh's school which prenared for Harvard. There is no record
of his entrance to college. Perhaps he went to work for his uncle Isaac, a

successful Boston merchant whose own son William, born in 1755, did not

*1 Loulsa was born 1in 1773.
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graduate from Harvard gn&il 177%. Boston was a distracting place for an

o T 20
unattached young man aﬁgﬂwglliam soon became a Son of Liberty. He is named
on the list of those wh; dined at the "Liberty Tree" inmn in Dorchester on
August 14, 1769, and must have acquired some reputation as a patriot in order
to be accepted in Linecoln as a captain. He had a cousin in Medford, Cotton
Tufts, and there he met and married an heiress-- Catherine Louisa Salmon. The
Registry of deeds records the transfer on November 8, 1770 of the Lincoln farm
from her mother and stepfather “in consideration of natural love and affection
to Catherine Louiss Salmon, spinster." In September 1771, William Smith of
Boston, merchant, and his wife, Catherine Louisa, mortgeaged the seme farm to
Rev. William Smith of Weymouth. Cotton Tufts' diuary twice records visits, in
1771 Williem Smith and wife, and in 1772 Mr. Sml(t‘h,Bill:r?and wife and Billy,
Jr. In 1774, Abigail writes to John Adams of a visit with her father to her
brother's farm. Louisa was then the baby with Mary, Isaac and Charles to come,
before Betsy's birth in 1780.

On the nineteenth of April, 1775, Captain Smith was aroused early,
probably by young Dr. Samuel Prescotte. He took his horse and rode to Lincoln
to assemble his men and go on to Concord., Here he left his horse while the
company took up a position on the ridge and later retreated to the hill beyond
the North bridge. The British took the horse and we find Major Buttrick's

. r'*"‘;f"i
affidavit, in the Archives, filed in November, with Captain Smith's claim for

‘the horse.

Meanwhile in Philadelphia, John Adams nominated George Washington to
be commander-in-chief and before Washington left to ride to Cembridge he asked
adams if he wished to give him sny requests or instructions. Adams concluded

his letter:
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"There is another gentleman whom I presume to be in the army, either
as a Cartain or in some higher station whose name is Williem Smith. As this
young gentleman is my brother-in-law, I do not recommend him for any other
place than that in which the voice of his country has placed him. But the
countenance of the Generasl, as far as his conduct shall deserve it, which in
an army is of great importance, will be gratefully acknowledged as a particular
obligation by his brother." Washington's correspondence is silent about
Captain Smith., His name does not appear in any of the courtsmartial which
had to deal with the lax discinpline at the Cambridge camp. That he fought at
Bunker Hill is proved by a letter which he wrote in December recommending
one of his soldiers for bravery.

The Lincoln historian says he served in Col. Eleazer Brook's regiment
in 1776. After this he drops from sight, until his death "from black jaundice"
in Sept. 1787 is reported to Abigail in London with the statement that he hed
been well-cared for while ill. Meanwhile his father had died in 1785 leaving
a will which authorized his executors to hold the Lincoln property: "during
the natural 1life of my son William the profit thereof to be applied to the
separate supvort of Catherine Louisa the vresent wife of my said son and her
children and after the death of my said son, I give the use of the property %o
her."

"I give my son William all my wearing apparel and whatever shnll be
due from him to me on notes, bonds or accompts at my decease."

Sallrare I8 A 4 S BosTIN

The widow;Catherine Louis%ﬂhad had a strange life. At the trial of
Mark and Phillis for the murder of'their master, John Codmsn, they testified
that William Salmon had been fed arsenic by his negroes. He died in Harvard,
Massachusetts, in 1754, but had been a merchant in Boston. His wife Elizabeth

o T f

(Proctor}had half her father's farm housefwilled to her and her child. When
K LN
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Salmon died,RObert Holland, an innkeeper of Still River seized all the nersonal
effects including those of the widow and infant daughter, who had to petition
the court for the return of the"wearing apparel. The innkeeper submitted a
long bill, one item of which was

"Jan. 22-29 to eight days for nursing and fireing and beding and four
journeys to ye doctors for myself and horse being eight miles there and vitels
and drink for ye watchers----4 pounds."

The widow soon after married William Dodge, formerly of Wenham, who
sold out the Harvard proverty and invested in the Lincoln farm which came in
due time to Qatherine Louisa.

William Smith's sisters continued their interest in Sister Smith and
and the children. Mary and Charles both died in 1797. Charles had been
apprenticed to a Mr. Atwood. Abigail Adams is willing to give Miss Atwood a
mourning ring but nothing expensive. "Tis true he was my nephew but not the
only relative that I had. Mary's sickness was much longer and more expensive.
Have you had any letters from William since the death of his brother?" This

10T o
is the lagzbmé;tion of Billy, Jr. but it proves he lived to be 25 at least.

Abigail wrote to her sister that she thought the Smith farm was let
at much too small a rent "as produce is," and she was sorry for the distressed
situation of Sister Smith but she was willingiﬁﬁe caretaker of her Quincy
house should have the room and bed-room for Mrs. Smith at 12 dollars a year
but if she goes there, care should be taken that she should have a sufficiency
of zood and wholesome food for they are poor neople and live nretty near."

Catherine Louisa survived this period and died in 1823 and was buried
in the family vault in Quinecy.

When the Adams manuseripts are opened to the public, all the gaps in

this story can probably be filled in. I should like to kmow whether there
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were any early manifestations of William's romantic hereditary spice, whether
there was any scandal about his later years aside from his extravagance and
whether the children Billy and Isaac lived to have families of their own and
what became of them. And why the historian Charles Francis Adams who had all
the facts at his disposal was still unwilling to admit the relationship in
1504,

It is a curious coincidence that Thomas Boylston of Watertown, great
grandfather of Rev. William Smith, figures in the County records and "was a
gay young gentleman of London whose habits were not formed after the puritanical
model"*l and whose property had to be kept by trustees.

President John Adams himself was a Boylston on his mother's side, and
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had his descendants known the facts, fhey need not have been oppressed by the

crushing responsibility of living up to the gtgndardsﬂsct by their ancestors.

*1 Bond: Watertown, p. 702.




