The History of 0l1d Brooks Road,
Lincoln, Massachusetts

Introduction

A woods road runs from the south side of Route 2,
opposite Brooks Road, to Bedford Road at the foot of the hill
just south of its intersection with Route 2. (See Plan No. 1).

A few houses are visible from the o0ld road at either end but for
most of its length it winds through undisturbed forest, with an
occasional glimpse of Sandy Pond. There is a stone wall on both
sides of the road much of the way, and at several points paths
and other woods roads branch off it. For want of a better name I
have called this road "0ld Brooks Road."

Historical Context

When the Town of Lincoln was incorporated, in 1754, the
bulk of its area came from the Town of Concord, with smaller
Pieces coming from the Towns of Lexington and Weston. The line
between Concord and these neighboring towns ran from the
northeast corner of present-day Lincoln to its present south
corner, passing just to the east of Beaver Pond, the Three
Cornered Cemetery and the Flint homestead on Lexington Road. 1In
1680 Captain Ephraim Flint owned 'all the land from this line west
to (and including) Sandy Pond - then usually called "Mr. Flint's
Pond" - south to Beaver Pond, and north to "Thomas Wheeler's
upland", near the present Wheeler road, and to the Hartwell, Stow
and Harwood farms further to the north and east. Thomas Wheeler,
Jr. had 66 acres to the north and west of Flint's Farm. Joshua
Brooks (the namesake of Brooks School) had 58 acres adjacent to
Wheeler and north and west of Flint, near "Chestnut Field".

Seven hundred and fifty acres in all, Flint's farm encompassed
the heart of what was to become the Town of Lincoln.

Access to the center of Concord was by a single road, in
use since at least 1662, aptly called "the road to Mr. Flint's
farm™, or the like. The original road ran along essentially the
route of the present Sandy Pond Road to the Lincoln-Concord town
line, then across Route 2 to the Cambridge-Concord Turnpike, west
with the turnpike for a quarter mile and then north on the
present Hawthorne Lane to Lexington Road near the Wayside.

Prior to 1729, only one other road served what was to
become the north part of Lincoln.  The Bay Way was the principal
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route to Lexington, and Boston. 1Its route, marked today as the
"Battle Road", followed Lexington Road in Concord, then in
Lincoln, went northeast on 0ld Bedford Road and southeast on
Virginia Road - the infamous "Bloody Angle™ - and finally
followed the route of North Great Road and Nelson Road to the
original Lexington line. There is no record of the original
layout of the Bay Way, but its:vital function suggests that it
must have been among the first Concord roads. Along the Bay Way
were strung the farm houses of the first settlers: from
Merriam's corner east to Elm Brook were Captain James Minot, "the
Fletcher farm; John Jones and Nathaniel Shaw with Daniel Brooks
Jr. and Sr., on the hillside; Joseph Brooks on the hilltop; and
Noah, Hugh and Joshua Brooks on the east side of the hill sloping
down to [Joshua Brooks'] tanyard." (Ruth Wheeler, Concord-Climate
For Freedom, p. 221). The tannery was just west of Elm Brook,
where the present line between Lincoln and Concord turns north.

In the first quarter of the eighteenth century the Bay
Way - by then more often called "the road to Lexington" - and the
road to Mr. Flint's farm served as spokes, linking the outlying
farms to the center of Concord, and the Meetinghouse. Bedford
Road did not exist, and of course neither did the Concord-
Cambridge Turnpike nor any of the other roads which now criss-
cross the mile and a half between the Bloody Angle and Flint's
farm. Perhaps there was also "an antiant Way to Chestnut Field"
-- which was located east of Sandy Pond -- but this is getting
ahead of the story. The point is that there was no direct route
to Concord Vvillage from the substantial region of Concord
northeast and east of Sandy Pond.

Brooks Road - 1729/30 Layout

Thomas Wheeler, Jr. was probably the person who was most
inconvenienced by the lack of a direct route to Concord village.
His family presumably had to travel a mile through Flint's farm
itself before starting the journey on the present Sandy Pond Road
at Simon Dakin's farm south of the pond. The owners of wood lots
and fields in and north of Chestnut Field were also inconvenien-
ced.

On February 20, 1729/30 the Selectmen of the Town of
Concord, at the request of Thomas Wheeler and Joseph Brooks,
layed out a way two rods (i.e., 33 feet) wide from "Common Land
Lying Between Ensign Daniel Brookses Land and Land of Daniel
Brooks jur [presumably on the Bay Way] and so along until we came
to the Land belonging to the abovesaid Thomas Wheeler." The road
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ran through land of Samuel Minot, Daniel Brooks, Benjamin Brooks,
Nathaniel Ball, John Jones, Benjamin Fletcher, Daniel Hoar, Jr.,
Daniel Brooks, Jr., Ebenezer Meriam, Joseph Meriam, Joseph Brooks
and Job Brooks. It is impossible to say with certainty exactly
where this road ran, but I believe that it ran the length of the
present Brooks Road, then along 0ld Brooks Road across the Stony
Bridge -- which can still be found -- to where Old Brooks Road
turns east. At this point, the 1729 road continued south, over a
low hill and through the heart of Chestnut Field. The 1729 road
turned east to the Wheeler farm only after skirting the
headwaters of Hobbs Brook, then called "Hog Pen Swamp". This
route was neither very direct nor very level.

It was also not very popular. At Concord Town Meeting
on March 2, 1729/30 the Article "passed in the Negative." On May
18 of that year it was voted to defer reconsideration of the
matter to the next annual meeting. Only on March 1, 1730/31 was
the Article "passed in the affirmative that is to say it was
voted."

There is no record of the debate which led to the
initial defeat and subsequent deferral of the motion, but there
is more than a suggestion of what the problem was. Article 2 on
the Warrant for the Town Meeting on December 2, 1729 (three
months before the meeting at which the 1729 road was initially
rejected) was "To See what Instructions the Town will give the
Selectmen in Laying out privet ways, and how the same shall be
paid for..." In the language of 18th Century Massachusetts a
"privet way" was a public, Town road, as distinguished from a
county road. The problem was how to pay uncooperative owners of
land through which roads were to be layed out. The solution was:
"Voted that the Selectmen try the validity of the ancient Record
relating to privet ways through Second Division Land..." When
Concord was originally settled the outlying areas -- such as most
of Lincoln -- were left in common ownership by the proprietors of
the town. This land was divided up during the second half of the
seventeenth century, hence the "Second Division." The "ancient
record," dating from November, 1652, provided "that second
devitiones shall not hender heighwayes to menes propriaties that
they have in perticalers, but they shall be injoyed without
charge of purchies to be layed out by indeferent men." That is,
owners of Second Division land were not to be entitled to
compensation for the laying out of ways through their land. The
1729 layout may have been intended as a test case, to "try the
validity of the ancient record" as a way to get the town off the
hook for paying for Second Division road layouts.
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Benjamin Brooks - The Indeferent Man

Despite the advantages of a road to his land at Chestnut
Field, Benjamin Brooks - Joshua Brooks's grandson and the owner
of some 64 acres in and north of Chestnut Field - and Deacon
Samuel Minot proposed Article 8 on the Warrant for the Town
Meeting held on May 17, 1730/31:

"To See Whether the Town will make a Just
allowance to Benjamin Brooks and Samuel Minot
for a way Layed out through their Land to
Thomas Wheeler's Land."

Predictably, it "passed in the negative."

Minot let the matter rest at that, but Brooks, the
quintessential "indeferent man", promptly filed suit against the
Town in the Court of General Sessions for the assessment of his
damages caused by the laying out. We are indebted to Charles
Walcott, Concord attorney and historian for the rest of the
story:

"Samuel Hartwell, Nathaniel Ball, and Thomas
Wheeler filed a memorial stating that the road
was of great use to Wheeler, Brooks, and
others 'to bring them out. to the Country Road
SO as to go to meeting on Sabath days; and
also to sundry other Inhabitants for
transportation of wood & c into the town.'
They express surprise that the petitioner
should ask compensation for his land, 'more
especially since the Record of our town is
that it shall be without purchis over all
second division lands and hath bin so
practised ever since the laying out thereof.'
A jury was ordered and the selectmen thereupon
appealed to the next Court of Assize. I
cannot find any further record of the case..."
(Walcott's Roads, Concord Public Library, MS.
ld-1le).

There is somewhat more. At a special Town Meeting on
November 29, 1731, the first Article was "[t]o see whether the
Town will choose a committee to answer to Benjamin Brooks of
Concord at the next Court of General Sessions..." The selectmen
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were so appointed. But a month later (December 27, 1731) they
were back, with a long Article 1 which asked the Town whether it
would cry uncle or pursue an appeal:

"To see whether the Town will agree with
Benjamin Brooks about the way Layed out
through his Land by the Selectmen February
20th 1729/30 and pay him the Cost and Damage
he hath sustained by reason of sd Way, as also
to see it if they will agree with any others
that have or may Complain that they are
damnified by sd Ways being Layed out through
their Land: or whether the Town will
discontinue the above said way as then Layd
out, or otherwise to see whether the Town will
prosecute the appeal from the Judgment of the
Court of General Sessions of the peace held at
Charlestown the Second Tuesday of December
Currant, to the next Superior Court, relating
to the above said way."

The Town, after what must have been an interesting
debate, ran up the white flag:

"Voted that the Way Layd out by Benjamin
Bookses February 20th 1729/30 by the Selectmen
be Discontinued as then Layd out, inasmuch as
it appeareth that there was an antiant Way to
Chestnut Field in or nigh sd Way by the
records of mens Lands that are bounded on sd
Way

"Voted that the Town will pay Benjamin Brooks
his reasonable Cost and damage he hath
Sustained by reason of the Laying out of the
above sd Way

"Voted that Mesieuers John Flint Esqgr and
Samuel Chambers and Ephraim Brown be a
Committee to agree with Benjamin Brooks about
the Cost and damage he hath Sustained about
the above said way"

Not only was the 1729 layout discontinued, but the Town
paid for the privilege of using Benjamin Brooks' land for a year
and a half. One wonders whether the reference to the "antiant
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way" 1s authentic, or just a parting shot at Ben Brooks,
indicating that the townspeople intend to continue to use the
road anyway.

Once burned twice shy, the Annual Town Meeting for
1733/4 turned down a way layed out "at the request of Thomas
Wheeler, Jr." The location of the proposed way is not recorded,
but it may be inferred that Wheeler was trying to find a way
around Ben Brooks. Article 4 at the same meeting is the first
rumble of more general discontent:

"To hear the petition of Simon Dakin and
others inhabitants of the Easterly part of
Concord who desire to be dismissed from said
Concord in order to joyn with part of Weston
and part of Lexington to be formed into a
separate Town and to vote thereon as the Town
shall see good."

It would take twenty years of dogged persistence before
Simon Dakin's dream was realized. Meanwhile, Thomas Wheeler
pursued his more modest goal.

Brooks Road - 1735/6 Layout

Compromise was finally achieved. By agreement dated
January 19, 1735/6 the affected landowners - including Benjamin
Brooks and Samuel Minot, and Ben's brother Joseph Brooks - agreed
to contribute five pounds each to a fund to pay for "the Land
taken up and Included in" a way to Thomas Wheeler's house, and a
"Bridle way" to a lot which had recently been purchased by
Benjamin Brooks from Jacob Taylor, Jr.

The next day, January 20, 1735, the Selectmen layed out
these two ways. Evidently caught up in the spirit of the
occasion, Ephraim Flint "being personally present gave the Land
Included in" an extension of the road to Thomas Wheeler's house
across the Flint farm to the then Concord-Weston line. Isaac
Taylor, Ebenezer Meriam and Joseph Meriam gave their "free
consent" to yet another spur road running southerly to land of
Samuel Brooks.

1. 014 Brooks Road

The way to Thomas Wheeler's house began at the Bay Way
(called the "County Road"), ran southerly through land of Samuel
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Brooks (the heir of Daniel Brooks, who died in 1733), Samuel
Minot, Joseph Brooks, Job Brooks and Benjamin Brooks, then,
curiously,

"Running thirteen feet down the partition wall
Between Jacob Taylor's Land and [said]
Benjamin's Pasture{;] Running northwardly
about two rods [33'] to a point... and so
running between Job Brookses two stone walls
as they now stand, upon said Jobs and Jacob
Taylors Land to the Stony Bridge..."

The road proceeded southerly from the Stony Bridge through John
Jones's and Job Brooks's land, "thence turning an angle eastward
one half in [said] Joneses Land and half in Benjamin Fletchers
Land Eighteen Rods [297'] to a heap of stones, thence turning
southwardly ..."

The final, southwardly leg ran 9 rods (148.5') through
Benjamin Fletcher's land, three rods (49.5') through Ensign
Daniel Hoar's land, 58 rods (957') through land of Jacob Taylor
and again through land of Daniel Hoar before reaching land of
Thomas Wheeler and Joseph Brooks.

This road very probably followed the course of Brooks
Road to where it now ends at Route 2, then substantially the
course of 0ld Brooks Road to the Stony Bridge -- although I find
no trace of the peculiar jog described north of the bridge. The
present 0ld Brooks Road turns easterly some 600' south of the
bridge, runs easterly for another 600', then turns back to its
predominant southeasterly course. The first corner fits the
layout, although the 1735/6 road apparently turned south again
after running easterly for only some 300', about at the middle of
the present easterly leg. Title work confirms that Ensign Daniel
Hoar owned a narrow lot extending from the pond on the west to
the westerly half of the present easterly leg of 0ld Brooks Road.
This squares well with the idea that the 1735/6 way cut to the
south again somewhat sooner than the present road.

There is no mention in the 1735/6 layout of the "causey"
or "causeway" in the swamp where 0Qld Brooks Road meets the
present Bedford Road. But the Hoar family owned the easterly
portion of the present Fraser lot (south of 0ld Brooks Road and
west of Bedford Road) in the 17th century, so this parcel may be
identified with reasonable confidence as the second parcel owned
by land of Ensign Daniel Hoar through which the 1735/6 layout
passes after running for nearly 1000' through Jacob Taylor's
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land. That distance matches almost exactly the distance from the
assumed southerly turn to the Hoar lot. (If the Hoar name is not
familiar it is because Samuel Pierce Hoar and James Pierce Hoar
changed the family name to Pierce in the first part of the 19th
Century - "Hoar House" would never do!)

East of the second Hoar lot the 1735/6 layout ran for
some 86 rods (1419') through land of Thomas Wheeler and Joshua
Brooks to Flint land. This would take it to the vicinity of the
present cul-de-sac at the end of Wheeler Road - or further if Dan
Hoar's land extended east of the present Bedford Road, as seems
likely. I have not been able to locate this portion of the old
road on the ground, but Ruth R. Wheeler suggests (in a
handwritten note to Walcott's Roads in the Concord Public
Library) that "The driveway into the Elizabeth Wheeler [now Paul
Marsh] house is part of it and it continues across the field to
Henry Flint's house." If so, the road must have followed the
route of the present Bedford Road south between the causeway and
Mrs. Wheeler's driveway.

As we shall see, Ephraim Flint later regretted his
liberality in contributing the extension of this road across his
land to the original Weston line; he contrived to have the
portion of the road which ran through his land discontinued in
1747.

On the whole, the present 0ld Brooks Road substantially
follows the corresponding portion of the 1735/6 layout, with
discrepancies only in details such as the kink north of the Stony
Bridge and the different length of the east-west portion of the
way south of the bridge.

2. The Bridle Way

Curiously, it proves easier to establish the location of
the "Bridle way" than that of the main road off which it ran.
The Bridle way began at an angle in 0ld Brooks Road, in the
Chestnut Field, then ran southerly through land of Benjamin
Fletcher (about 7 rods), Ensign Daniel Hoar (13 rods), Daniel
Brooks (1l rods), Ebenezer Meriam (25 rods) and Joseph Stow (49-
1/2 rods). 1It ran to a lot purchased by Benjamin Brooks from
Jacob Taylor, Jr. -- evidently the 9 acre woodlot purchased in
1732 (Book 39, Page 21) with Joseph Stow to the North, Samuel
Brooks to the East, Flint's farm to the South and Lieut. John
Meriam to the West. While I have not been able to locate the
Taylor/Brooks lot precisely, I have been fortunate enough to find
three unrecorded plans, from 1768, 1859 and 1891, which together
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permit a positive identification of the Joseph Stow lot, and of
the location of the Bridle way itself.

The 1768 plan, with the Child papers at the Lincoln
Library, shows a parcel of 27-1/2 acres and 32 rods conveyed by
Enoch and Elisha Brooks to Joshua Child in that year. The
boundaries of this lot fit precisely into the 1891 plan (found in
an abstract at the Land Court) to establish Joseph Stow's
ownership in 1768 of a lot shown on the 1891 plan as owned by
Wheeler. By a happy chance, this lot and one to the north of it
were surveyed in 1859 by Henry David Thoreau, in a plan found
with his papers at the Concord Free Public Library (Plan No. 2).
Thoreau's delightful plan shows the Bridle way as a "Cart Path"
running south (past a "Rare Plant"!) to and through the Stow lot
(the dimensions of which are "not quite correct" according to
Thoreau -- but close enough for our purposes). The dimensions of
this path, and what we know about the abutting owners, square
almost precisely with the 1735/6 layout, except that the path
must have left Old Brooks Road at the point where it turns to the
east, about 150' west of where the Bridle way now leaves the
road. A portion of the path is shown on a 1940 recorded plan
(Plan 678 of 1940), and it is readily found on the ground.

It is curious that the Bridle way to Benjamin Brooks's
lot, which apparently was a quid EE% quo to him to permit 0ld
Brooks Road to be laid out throug is other land, closely
follows a portion of the path of the original 1729/30 layout to

which he so strenuously objected.

3. ©Samuel Brooks's Way

A third way was included in 1735/6 layout, running
"southwardly to Samuel Brookses Land near the Chip Bridge." It
ran through land of Isaac Taylor, Ebenezer Meriam and Joseph
Meriam. I have not been able to establish the location of this
way.

4. Town Meeting

Article 4 on the warrant for the Town Meeting to be held
on March 1, 1735/6 read:

"To see whether the Town will accept and
approve of a Way from the Countrey Road near
Daniel Brookes to Weston Line and two other
Ways from that, leading to Certain Wood Lots
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in Chestnut Field, layd out by the Selectmen
the twentieth day of January last past."

The article passed at the adjournment of that meeting on
March 2, 1735/6. At last Thomas Wheeler, Jr. had a direct road
to Concord village!

And this time it stuck, although not without an echo of
the Benjamin Brooks affair. Article 8 on the warrant for the
Town Meeting of May 18, 1736/7 read:

"To see if the Town will make an allowance to
Joseph Brooks for Land Included in a Way Layd
out in the Winter Last Past."

Article 8 was "dismissed", and Jcseph, Ben's brother, fortunately
let the matter rest at that.

As for Benjamin himself, by 1750 he had moved to
Townsend, Massachusetts, where it may be hoped that he found the
neighbors more congenial.

Bedford Road (South) and Discontinuance of Flint Portion of 014
Brooks Road - 1747

On March 14, 1747, Concord Town Meeting accepted a road
running from near what was to become the center of Lincoln - 1.5
rods (24 feet) west of the Second Precinct Pound - to the road
from Thomas Wheeler's to Chestnut Pield, i.e. 0l1d Brooks Road.
It ran northerly between land of Timothy Wesson and Edward Flint,
then through land of Ephraim Flint and Elisha Child to 0l1d Brooks
Road. It is plausible that this road followed essentially the
route of the present Bedford Road to where the 1735/6 layout
diverged from that Road - according to Ruth Wheeler this was at
the driveway to the Elizabeth Wheeler house.

The issue of compensation to landowners was resolved
amicably: "All the Persons through whose Land the abovesaid Way
Was Layed being personally present at the Laying out the same
declared that they freely gave their Lands Included in said Way
in Case the Town would by their Vote allow and approve of the
same as Such Excepting Mr. Ephraim Flint, who is also Willing to
give his Land Included in said Way, and Declared he Would Do So
in Case the Town Will Discontinue Part of the Way formerly Layd
out from Chestnut Field (viz) from Thomas Wheelers and so along
by his house to Weston Line, so far as said Way Runs through his
Land, and not otherwise."
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Accordingly, the same Town Meeting voted to discontinge
the portion of 0ld Brooks Road which ran through Flint's land in
Concord, i.e. to the original Concord-Weston line.

Also on the warrant for this meeting was an Article:

"7 To See if the Town will Discontinue Part of
the Way Leading from Lt. Joshua Brookses over
Chestnut field towards Thomas Wheelers; and
accept of another way in Lieu thereof, in case
the Selectmen shall make the Proposed
alteration before said meeting."

The Selectmen didn't lay the alteration out, so the article was
passed over.

Changes - 1747-54

On March 2, 1752, Concord Town Meeting voted to accept
an "addition to the way Leading to Chestnut Field, (so called) as
marked out by the Selectmen...provided the Town is at no Cost or
Charge in purchasing any Part of the Land Therefor." On March 5,
1753 "an Alteration in a Bridle way in Chestnut Field (so
called) ." was accepted. Unfortunately, I have not been able to
find the layout for either of these changes. All we know is that
both 0ld Brooks Road and the Bridle way were changed -- but not
how or where,

Far more important was the conflict between the Town of
Concord and the inhabitants of the portion of that town which was
in 1754 to become the major part of the Town of Lincoln. As
Charles Walcott notes, in Walcott's Roads:

"When in 1750 the inhabitants of the Second Precinct
(afterwards Lincoln) petitioned the Court of Sessions to
lay out five new highways in order that their new
meetinghouse might be made more easily accessible, the
town of Concord protested on the ground that 'there has
been for many years past two Highways from the middle of
the Town to said Farm laid out and maintained at the
Charge of the Town.'" (MS. p. 5a - note that M.S. p. 6
should precede this passage).

The "two Highways" were, of course, Sandy Pond Road and
0l1d Brooks Road; "said Farm" was, of course, Mr. Flint's. 1In
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1750, Old Brooks Road shared top billing with Sandy Pond Road as
one of the two chief thoroughfares between Concord Village and
what is now Lincoln Center! But even then the increasing focus
on what is now the center of Lincoln had already made 014 Brooks
Road inadequate to meet the needs of the residents of that part
of Concord. It was the dramatic strengthening of this focus, and
subsequent road layouts, which eventually made it irrelevant as
well.

Lincoln Incorporated - 1754

Lincoln was incorporated by Chapter 35 of the Province
Laws of 1753-4, enacted on or about April 19, 1754. The new line
between Concord and Lincoln ran down the middle of the Bay Road
from Dan Brooks's land, continued easterly opposite Brooks Road,
then turned northerly at the northwest corner of Joshua Brooks's
tan house, which was just west of Elm Brook.

Bedford Road (North) - 1755

Since Lincoln was composed of the most outlying portions
of three other towns, its center - the Meetinghouse - was
literally in the middle of nowhere. The splendid isolation of
the Meetinghouse on Samuel Hoar's survey of 1794 (Plan No. 3) .
which resulted from showing only County Roads, was not far from
the truth in 1754. Accordingly, it comes as no surprise that the
laying ocut of new roads was a principal concern of the first
regular Town Meeting of the new town. On March 31, 1755, four
roads were layed out:

The first began at the Concord-Lexington Road (the old
Bay Way; the present Virginia Road) at Ephraim Hartwell's house
(the o0ld Hartwell Farm which burned a few years ago and is now in
the process of being restored) and ran south towards Lincoln
Meeting House through land of Nathaniel Whittemore, Thomas
Brooks, Joshua Brooks (south of Ephraim Brooks's house), Sam
Brooks, Sam Minot and Joshua Brooks again, to a "causey" in a
town way by land of Tim Weston. This rocad apparently followed
the course of the present Bedford Lane south to Bedford Road and
the course of Bedford Road south to the causeway where 0ld Brooks
Road now meets Bedford Road. The reference to a "causey" in a
public way makes this conclusion almost inescapable, although I
have not attempted to confirm this by analysis of the abutting
owners. By connecting with the 1735/6 road at the causeway a
direct route was created along that road and the 1747 layout to
the Meeting House - the present Bedford Road south of Bedford
Lane,
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The second road was apparently the portion of Bedford
Road north of its intersection with Bedford Lane.

The other two roads were elsewhere in town, although all
roads of course led to the Meeting House.

Cambridge-Concord Turnpike - 1802

The o0ld Bay Way got you to Boston eventually, via
downtown Lexington, but it was anything but the shortest route
between two points. Chapter 124 of the Acts of 1802, approved
March 8, 1803, authorized seventeen individuals, including
Charles Wheeler, William Wheeler, Ephraim Flint and his son,
Daniel Brooks and Leonard Hoar, to form The Cambridge & Concord
Turnpike Corporation. The corporation was authorized to lay out
a roadway from Cambridge, through Lexington, "near the dwelling
houses of Abiel Abbot, Leonard Hoar, Timothy Brooks and Daniel
Brooks, in the town of Lincoln...thence on said course on as
strait a line as circumstances will admit, to the meeting house
in Concord." Walcott reports that:

"In December 1806 it was officially reported
to be finished and permission was given to
hang two gates, one in Cambridge and one in
Lincoln. 1In 1829 the corporation relinguished
its franchise and the road was laid out as a
'common highway' substantially as it then was,
'to the westerly end thereof at the County
road in Concord'." (MS. p. 1l1)

A penalty was provided in the statute "if any person
with his team, cart, or horse, turn out of the said road, to pass
any of the Turnpike gates, and again enter on the said road, with
intent to evade the Toll..." (Section 4th) But the same section
exempted persons "passing ... to or from Public worship™ or "to
or from his common labour on his farm, or to or from any grist
mill, or on the common, or ordinary business of family concerns,
within the same town, or ... on military duty." The corporation
also had the power to commute the toll for an annual payment by a
person or town. (Section 2nd).

Bedford Road and the turnpike evidently provided more
convenient access to Concord than Ql1d Brooks Road, since it does
not even appear (except for stubs at its two ends) on the 1830
Hales survey.
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0ld Brooks Road is shown, in its present location, on
an 1875 plan of Lincoln (Plan No. 4), but only two houses are
indicated along its entire length, both on its west side just
south of the turnpike. At the intersection is "P, Harris," and
to the south is "Mrs. C. Cahill & [William] Johnson." Even for
them, the turnpike and Bedford Road must have been the preferred
route to the center of Lincoln.

Discontinuance of 01d Brooks Road - 1882

"Lincoln Town Meeting. This little burg is noted for
its animated and sometimes rather factious town
meetings. But that of this year, held on Monday p.m.
was, during the time the writer was present, not stirred
to any great extent, though the 0ld rivalry between the
South and the Centre would crop out every now and then."

So began the report, on page 1 of the March 9, 1882
issue of the Concord Freeman, of the March 6, 1882 Lincoln town
meeting. As 150 years before, the great issue was roads, but in
1882 the problem was how to maintain the ones the town had rather
than how to lay out new ones. Again from the Concord Freeman

article:

"Quite an extended debate was on revoking action of last
year in accepting road commissioners' act and abolishing
board. On the side in favor it was simply said that the
0ld system would be more economical and give better
satisfaction; which on side in favor of the present
regime it was urged that good work had been done under
new plans even in a few months time, that it should be
tried for three years before being abandoned, and that
its tools and methods were an improvement upon those
used by the surveyors. The meeting decided by vote of
35 to 33 to make no changes and Daniel H. Sherman was
elected commissioner. It appeared that the close
contest indicated hinged more upon matters of personal
feeling than of differences in principle."

Not so controversial, evidently, was the proposition in
Article 10 of the warrant:

"To see if the Town will discontinue the road from the
0ld Turnpike, near the house of William Johnson, to foot
of Causeway Hill, so called."
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(How ironic that the causeway should be forgotten, except as the
namesake of the hill at the foot of which it once lay!)

Just after passing over an article to "take measures to
have the inhabitants vaccinated" and just before passing over an
article to "see if the Town will purchase a new Hearse", Lincoln
Town Meeting "Voted to discontinue the road."

Old Brooks Road passed into history in 1882 - evidently
axed as an economy measure to hold down the road maintenance
budget.

An Unfinished Task

"To trace the origin of each road, and the changes
subsequently made in it, is difficult in the case of any
Massachusetts town at all old. Lincoln is no exception
to the rule. It can generally be done; but doing it
involves infinite patience, and almost endless labor. A
careful study of both county and town records must be
made, including orders of Court, the conveyances of real
estate, and the wills on file in the probate offices.
Not only are the entries in the town-books both obscure
and deceptive, but the metes and bounds given were
generally of a very perishable nature, -- a white oak
tree, a pile of stones or even fence rails, the corner
of a barn, or the holding of some person whose name has
died out." (The Town of Lincoln, 1754-1904, p. 128)

When I undertook this investigation, at the request of
the Lincoln Conservation Commission, some suggested that the
origin of 0ld Brooks Road might best remain obscure. I have
tried to ignore this advice, but it must be conceded that the
road's precise original location remains in doubt. Further title
work - immensely time consuming in the o0ld land records - might
explain the discrepancies. The layouts of the 1752 "addition" to
O0ld Brooks Road and of the 1753 "alteration" to the Bridle way,
which I have not been able to find, would also be of great help.
I have searched Concord town meeting records from 1729 to 1754
and Lincoln town meeting records from 1754 to 1776; there may
well be entries before or after my work which bear on 0l1d Brooks
Road. Additional clues could also doubtless be found from
further study of the extensive resources of the Minuteman
National Historical Park, which include a comprehensive study of
the Brooks Farm and photocopies of unrecorded deeds in the
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possession of the Society for the Preservation of New England
Antiquities.

An investigation such as this one is never truly
finished; the investigator simply stops. There always will be
questions left for whoever - like Charles Walcott, Ruth Wheeler
and myself - becomes fascinated by the challenge of unravelling
Lincoln and Concord history, and enthralled by glimpses of
personalities and politics which bring the dry records to life.

Robert W. Mack
October, 1980
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