
     LINCOLN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
POLICY FOR ACCEPTANCE OF TANGIBLE GIFTS 

 
The Board of Library Trustees establishes the following guidelines for gifts of tangible 
property to the Library: 
 
1.  Gifts to the Library should be directed to the Library Director.  Physically or 
financially significant gifts will be evaluated for acceptance by the Board of Trustees in 
their sole and unfettered discretion. All others will be evaluated for acceptance by the 
Library Director in the Director’s sole and unfettered discretion.  
 
2.  Evaluation Criteria:  Gifts may be evaluated, based on among others, the following 
criteria: 
 

• Relevance to the Library’s mission statement 

• Suitability of content and aesthetic merit 

• Availability or lack thereof of space to display or store and its impact on the 
library grounds or building interior utilization   

• Whether the gift, artist, giver or original owner are of local significance 
 
 
3.  General Restrictions:  The Board of Trustees may require the gift to be 
accompanied by funds for installation and/or endowment for maintenance.  A gift shall 
not involve any expense to the library for its present or future use, display, maintenance, 
or administration unless such expense is covered by new or existing funds provided for 
such purpose.  If a gift is accepted, the donor may be required to pay for its 
transportation to and installation at the Library.   
 
4.  Acceptance:  The Library will only accept gifts that are made without restriction.  All 
accepted gifts become the property of the Library and may be used, displayed, 
maintained, donated, or discarded at the discretion of the Board of Trustees.  The 
Library may sell any such gift at any time and use the proceeds for any purpose 
appropriate to the Library’s mission.  Donors are required to execute a Deed of Gift that 
cedes ownership of the gift to the Library.   No guarantee is made that any gift will be 
permanently displayed or kept by the Library. 
 
5.  Right of Refusal:  The Library reserves the right to refuse any gift. 
 
6.  Appraisals:  The Library cannot provide appraisal of gifts it accepts for income tax 
or other purpose, but as a tax-exempt institution it will acknowledge in writing its 
acceptance of the gift. 
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