LIBRARY, RECREATION AND SCHOOLS

TRUSTEES OF THE LINCOLN PUBLIC LIBRARY 2014
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Self-Perpetuating
Self-Perpetuating
Self-Perpetuating

Vision Statement

The Library is the town’s intellectual and cultural center and serves as a focus for
life-long learning and literacy, local written and artistic expression, preservation of
local history, access to information technology, and the sharing of knowledge and
ideas.

Statistics
FY2013 FY2014 % Increase

Circulation 183,924 174,596 -5.1%
Reference Questions 9,350 9,348 -0.02%
Programs 531 465 -12.4%
Program Attendance 11,992 11,528 -3.9%
Patron Visits 95,810 91,149 -4.9%
Website Visits 42,734 60,928 +42.5%

A large construction project began in March 2014 to install fire suppression
equipment (mainly sprinklers) in the public areas of the first floor, all of the
second floor, and both attics. This construction project was very intrusive. Both
the Children’s Room and Reference Room were closed for four months. During
this time, the Children’s Librarians set up a mini Children’s Room across the hall
in the Preston building and the Reference Librarians answered questions from
the Circulation Desk. Eight of the twelve computers for patron use were not
available during this time. Despite this disruption, statistics decreased minimally
from FY2013 to FY2014 and visits to our website increased over 42%)!

Staffing Changes

Ellen Sisco retired in March after nearly 35 years of service, mostly as the
Library’s Assistant Director. Lisa Rothenberg, formerly the Library’s Technical
Services Librarian, was promoted to Assistant Director. Kerry McGuirl resigned
her position in May to take a better position at the Springfield Public Library. The
following part time people were hired on a part time basis. Janet Spiller was hired
as a Temporary Reference Librarian in July. Kate Tranquada was hired as a
Reference Librarian in August. Alyssa Freden was hired in September as
Technical Services Librarian. Sarah Hogan was hired to work as a Sunday
Reference Librarian in October.



Accomplishments

The Friends of the Lincoln Library donated funding for special programs,
museum passes, staff development, Duplos (big Legos), and our first iPad for
patron use.

The construction phase of the fire suppression project began in March and
continued into 2015. Upon completion of this project, the entire library will
have sprinkler coverage.

Jane Flanders participated in the Lincoln School Foundation’s March Spelling
Bee as an announcer/judge.

The “Millennium” library system in use since June 2003 was replaced in April
2014 by the “Sierra” library system.

Our Summer 2014 Reading Program was another big success with 272
participants.

The concept phase of the landscape design master plan was finished over
the summer. It includes extending the heritage tree area on the Preston
building side of the library along Bedford Road to Library Lane and expanding
the garden terrace that faces Trapelo Road.

A parking spot designated for senior citizens was created in July.

Lisa Rothenberg and Jane Flanders represented the library at PTO night in
September.

Students from the new Birches School began making weekly visits to the
library for storytimes and books.

Teenage students from the Cotting School, a school in Lexington serving
students with disabilities, continued volunteering in the Children’s Room.

In October the Trustees put on a musical cabaret to thank Lincoln for the new
fire suppression system, thank the staff who worked through the project, and
welcome new staff at the library.

In November, Amy Gavalis and Jane Flanders were “celebrating readers” at
the Lincoln PTO Family Reading Night at the Lincoln Public Schools.

The Trustees’ first Lincoln Heroes event for Lincoln school children took
place in November. Lincoln resident, Gus Muench, an astrophysicist at the
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory in Cambridge, gave a talk about
astronomy, allowed anyone to ask him astronomy questions, gave a
demonstration of the Internet based Worldwide Telescope software, then
helped kids try out the software for themselves.

We continue to collaborate with the Green Energy Technology Committee to
reduce electricity consumption at the library.

A new telephone system that gives us modern features such as voice mail,
was installed in December.

Multi-instrumentalist, singer/songwriter and popular entertainer Philip
Alexander performed, “Tales of Wonder!” a musical storytelling show as part
of Lincoln’s Winter Carnival in February 2015.



