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        Term Expires 
Jacquelin Apsler, Chair  Selectmen’s Appointee   2020 
Ron Chester   Self-Perpetuating 
Lucy Maulsby   School Committees’ Appointee  2022  
Kathleen P. Nichols  Self-Perpetuating 
Dennis Picker   Elected     2022 
Peter Sugar   Self-Perpetuating  
 
Statistics 
 
Total circulation increased in FY2019. 82% of the items that were checked out 
were tangible items (eg. Books, DVDs, magazines, music CDs) and 18% were 
downloaded (eg. eBooks, eMagazines, eAudios, and eVideos). The number of 
patron visits, reference questions, programs offered, and attendance at those 
programs decreased.  There was a significant increase in downloading titles. 

 
Programming Highlights 
 
The Adult Department offers three monthly book groups: Friday Morning Book 
Group, Uplifting Reads, and “Who Picked This Book?” Club. We also have 
several programs that are run by volunteers including: Lincoln Open Mic Acoustic 
(LOMA), Photo Share, Lincoln Film Society, Lincoln Library Knitting Group, 
Classic Jazz, Lincoln Jazz Jam, and The Write Stuff. We had a variety of special 
programs including a six part lecture series with Dr. Gary Hylander, “The Roaring 
Twenties: Ford, Flappers and Fitzgerald.” Erika Reitshamer presented a multi-
media presentation on Kálmán’s 1926 operetta. Three astronomy programs took 
place in the fall to promote the use of the library’s newly donated telescope. Two 
of the programs were lectures given by Library Trustee, Dennis Picker. For our 
green program, John Root presented, “Attracting birds, butterflies and other 
beneficials.” We had two hands on art classes, a mosaic workshop, and a silk 
scarf marbling class. Attendees took home their creations. To help people learn 

 FY2018 FY2019 % Increase 
Tangible Circulation 155,795 151,055 -3.04% 
Downloadable 
Circulation 

22,982 33,244 44.65% 

Total Circulation 178,777 184,299 3.09% 
Hanscom AFB 
Circulation 

3,773 1,435 -61.97% 

Reference Questions 10,678 9,831 -7.93% 
Programs 560 414 -26.07% 
Program Attendance 11,458 9,198 -19.72% 
Patron Visits 85,803 84,023 -2.07% 
Website Visits 98,978 285,292 210.17% 



how to download eBooks, eMagazines, eAudios, and eVideos, we began offering 
two services to help people get started with downloading titles to their mobile 
devices: (1) a weekly drop-in on Thursday afternoons where people get help 
downloading books, magazines, audio books and videos to their mobile devices 
and (2) outreach visits to the Council on Aging and the Commons, which may 
expand to other locations. 
 
The Children’s Department offers two weekly in-house storytimes, three monthly 
book groups as well as seven different outreach visits to various elementary and 
preschools in Lincoln. Other regularly scheduled children’s events include: Sing-
Along with Ed Morgan, Kids Lego Club, Toddler Yoga, Therapy Dog reading 
sessions, and new Early Release from School activities on Wednesdays. There 
were dance parties for ages six and younger, Movies and Muffins, and numerous 
Friends of the Library sponsored performances and workshops during school 
vacations. Over 4,900 children attended library programs throughout the year.  
 
86 children completed the Summer Reading Challenge, 17 of these kids, who 
were entering grades four through seven, attended the Annual Great Summer 
Sleepover.          
  
Staffing 
 
After working in the Children’s Department for 32 years, Dana Weigent retired in 
June.  Thankfully she is working at the library in her new role in the senior tax 
work off program. The Children’s Department welcomed two new staff members: 
Sarah Feather and Mora Rothenberg. They are wonderful additions to our team. 
 
Building and Grounds 
 
Construction to replace the library’s largest air conditioner, which was installed in 
1989, began in September. Simpson Gumpertz and Heger performed a condition 
assessment of the library building. Their report will serve as our road map for 
maintenance and capital projects.  
 
Grants 
 
The Ogden Codman Trust gave the library $12,000 to install a state of the art 
and user friendly audio visual system in the Tarbell Room that will include the 
hearing loop. The Friends of the Lincoln Library will match this donation. A 
telescope was donated to the library by the Aldrich Astronomical Society. The 
library received an Illuminate Mass grant from Eversource to replace its 
fluorescent tube lights and the metal halide street lights on Library Lane with LED 
lights. The grant included the lights, their installation, and recycling the removed 
lights and ballasts. 


