Friends

of the Lincoln

Library

DONATE USED
BOOKS

TO SUPPORT THE
LIBRARY!

Donation bins are
located at:

o«The Mall at Lincoln
Station
160 Lincoln Road

«Tracey’s Service Station
Bedford Road & Route 2

oLincoln Gas & Auto
Route 117/S. Great Road

Many thanks to
these generous
Lincoln businesses!
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newsletter

The Staft Adjusts to the “New Normal”

A growing number of patrons have visited the Lincoln Public Library since
June 1, when appointments for entrance to the building were no longer
required. However, visits are about half what they were during the summer

of 2019 before the COVID-19 pandemic. The people who are visiting the
Library now are very appreciative that it is open and are glad to be back. The
staff is prepared to respond nimbly as changing public health guidance dic-
tates. To meet growing in-person demand for computers, two additional com-
puters have been added to the Reference Room. Puzzles, which were put away
during the pandemic, are now back and people are borrowing them again.
Director Barbara Myles points out that “Lots of people enjoyed requesting
titles and picking them up in the vestibule when we had curbside pickup.
During the pandemic, more people began requesting titles, so we need greater
space for pickups than we had before”

This fall Zoom programs will continue, and the Library will start to bring
back a small amount of in-person programming. According to Assistant
Director Lisa Rothenberg, “With funding from the Friends of Lincoln Library
and the Codman Trust, we have been able to purchase a Meeting Owl Pro.
Our owl’s name is George (after George Tarbell, of course). The Owl’s cameras
and microphones enable both remote and in-person participation to support
hybrid programming” Check the Library’s website for the latest news and
sign up for updates at www.lincolnpl.org.

The Friends of the Lincoln Library is a nonprofit organization that encourages community use of the Lincoln
Public Library and raises money to pay for services not included in the Town budget: adult and children’s

programs, museum passes, lectures, events, and special equipment.




Welcome to New Library
Trustee Indrani Kharbanda

In a November 2020 State of the Town
meeting, attendees were asked to identify
short-term and long-term Town goals
and metrics for DEIA (Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion, and Anti-racism). At a January
P 2021 Select Board meeting, participants
=2 discussed a committee model and plan for
DEIA work in the community. Then in the
spring the WIDE (Welcome, Inclusion,
Diversity, and Equity) organization offered
training to build DEIA leadership in
Town institutions. Representatives from
the Library trustees, staff, and Friends of
Lincoln Library (FOLL) participated and
brought back insights from the workshops
to launch a collaborative effort on a range
of issues tied to DEIA, with a goal of
achieving more diverse programming and
engagement to bring varied perspectives to
the Library community.

The Lincoln Library’s Board
of Trustees unanimously
approved the appointment
of Indrani Kharbanda to fill
the open trustee position.
Trustee Chair Jacquelin
Apsler noted that “Indrani
enjoys a deep love of Lincoln
and the Library. She brings a
diverse, youthful perspective
linked with a unique maturity
and wisdom. Indrani has also
worked alongside the staft
as a colleague — an unusual
perspective for a trustee that
we very much welcome?”
Indrani is a graduate of
Lincoln-Sudbury High
School and Oberlin College,
where she completed her
degree in English in 2020.
She has volunteered at the
Lincoln Library in a variety
of capacities including
working with the juvenile
collection and serving behind
the circulation desk. At
Oberlin she volunteered at
the Conservatory Library.
She currently works as a
Publicity Assistant at Harvard
University Press.
Although Indrani is excited
about every aspect of serving
as a Library trustee, she
is particularly interested
in expanding Library
programming and outreach
to diverse communities.

Library staff are now attending webinars
to increase awareness, learning how to
select titles that increase the diversity

of the Library’s collection and make
programming more inclusive. Robin
Rapoport’s Reading for Racial and Social
Justice Book Group discusses fiction and
nonfiction titles on DEIA-related topics.

As part of a larger effort to review and
assess Library policies and practices, the
trustees voted to approve the elimination
of overdue fines, which can be a barrier to
accessing Library materials and services.
The Library’s outreach to applicants for an
open trustee position yielded an impressive
slate of candidates, according to Trustee
Lucy Maulsby, and the trustees are now
delighted to announce the appointment of
Indrani Kharbanda as the newest member
of the Board. Indrani is profiled in the
adjacent column.

The FOLL focuses on fundraising for
Library programs and services. In the
spring, its board revised and approved its
mission statement to reflect a commitment

The Library Responds to Town DEIA Initiative

to diversity and inclusion and at its first fall
meeting began the process of recruiting

to assure a more diverse board. FOLL also
supports the staff in its efforts to diversify
the clientele that uses Library services.

Large Print Collection

A generous anonymous grant,
administered by The Boston Foundation,
has enabled the Lincoln Public Library to
grow its Large Print Collection. Prior to the
grant the Library was able to buy only a few
bestsellers each year but can now purchase
a variety of titles across all subject areas. As
Library Assistant Director Lisa Rothenberg
noted, “For the first time we have been able
to purchase large print books for children
and young adults. This allows many
visually impaired older patrons to share the
joy of reading with their grandchildren. We
have also observed that those with learning
disabilities find the larger font easier to
read”

The large print collection is in the
Reference Room - please take a look the
next time you are in the building.



Children’s Summer Programs at Pierce Park

This summer, pandemic
necessity inspired a successful
collaboration between the

Library and the Pierce House

to provide children’s programs.
Story times still occurred on

the Library lawn, but the Pierce
House, equipped with chairs,
electricity, and a generous tent, was
the ideal location for larger events.
According to Children’s Librarians
Debbie Leopold and Denise Shaver,
this was the first time some of the
youngest audience members attended

a cultural event “in real life”! Library staff thank Victoria
Otis of the Pierce House for being a “true community

return after last year’s Covid hiatus. New to the
show was Ed’s “lie detecting chicken” which had
kids and parents roaring with laughter. Beware,

it knows the real answer to how often you brush
your teeth!

The series finished with the Sulinha for Kids
Trio. Sulinha Boucher and her band bring
Brazilian-inspired music to children: think Itsy
Bitsy Spider with a Bossa Nova beat! Sulinha’s

energy was contagious. Three preschool
classes walked to the show from their school,
an audience of well over 100.

The Friends of the Lincoln Library supported bringing
these talented performers to Lincoln.

partner.”

Li Lu kicked off the series with Traditions of Chinese
Acrobatics. Training since age 6, Ms. Lu came to the U.S.
with Ringling Brothers. As she performed under the lights
of the Pierce House tent, it was not hard to imagine that
the circus had come to Lincoln. Today not only does Ms.
Lu perform, but she educates her young audiences on
Chinese culture, language, and geography. She invited
children to try their hands at plate spinning and ribbon
dancing, providing parents with picture-perfect moments.

Ed P, a perennial Summer Reading favorite, was happy to

Friends of The Lincoln Library

Board of Directors

President
David Levington The Friends of the Lincoln Library in
Vice President partnership with the Lincoln Garden
Cathy Moritz Club is supporting growth of a twisting
Treasurer clone as a successor or companion tree
Barbara Low to the iconic catalpa at the Library.
Clerk The two organizations also co-funded
Brad Meyer a recent preservation project on
Directors the existing tree. Use this YouTube
Diana Beaudoin link to see a fascinating 6-minute video on
Lynne LaSpina the project, performed and produced by local professional
Elizabeth McConchie arborist Jonathan Bransfield.
Margaret McLaughlin
Karla O’Brien https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3z4M4NYZnJA
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I WANT TO SUPPORT THE LINCOLN LIBRARY

Please make your check payable to the Friends of the Lincoln Library.
Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent of the law. Bring your
check and this form to the Library’s front desk, or mail them to
FOLL-Lincoln Public Library, 3 Bedford Road, Lincoln, MA, 01773

You can donate regularly or only one time through PayPal using
your credit or debit card. Go to Lincolnpl.org. Click on ‘About,” then
‘Friends of Lincoln Library; and use the PayPal ‘Donate’ button or
scan the QR code below.

Thank you for your support!
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