
DONATE USED 
BOOKS
TO SUPPORT THE 
LIBRARY!

Donation bins are 
located at:

•The Mall at Lincoln 
Station
160 Lincoln Road

•Tracey’s Service Station
Bedford Road & Route 2

•Lincoln Gas & Auto
Route 117/S. Great Road

Many thanks to
these generous
Lincoln businesses!

Things for the Library...
Every year, the Friends of the Lincoln Library fund programming, museum 
passes, and professional development. Occasionally, FOLL purchases 
equipment/furnishings for the Library as well. But this was a banner year – 
in the first 8 months of 2022, FOLL spent almost $19,000 on equipment and 
furnishings to enhance the Library! 

Contributions, especially during the annual appeal in December, make these 
purchases possible. Come to the Library and check out what’s new!

Visitors to the Library’s gallery will note that there is now new and adequate 
lighting (pictured). Since it was not possible to obtain fixtures for the old 
system, the gallery got darker and darker as fixtures failed. The Friends 
purchased a new lighting system and funded the installation. See how bright 
the art displayed in the gallery now appears.

Visitors to the reading room will notice a new sofa (pictured) tucked in the 
alcove near the Young Adult Room. Comfort and sophistication have been 
added to the space.

The Children’s Department now has a new library truck and a special book 
cart to hold odd-sized WonderBooks©. These are volumes where the story is 
played while the reader follows along with the text. New carts are not readily 
noticed by patrons, but they greatly facilitate the processing of material. 
Parents also enjoy a newly purchased rug for baby activities (pictured) such as 
storytime and infant massage. 

An article on page 2 describes our growing Library of Things, a new service 
being added by libraries across the US.

The Friends of the Lincoln Library is a nonprofit organization that encourages community use of the Library 
and raises money to pay for services not included in the Town budget: adult and children’s programs, museum 
passes, lectures, events, and special equipment and furnishings. The Town of Lincoln pays for the Library’s 
repairs and maintenance expenses, staff salaries, and purchase of circulating and on-line media materials.
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Summer programming was back in full force, 
with the support of the Friends of the Lincoln 
Library. Most events were held inside the 
building and patrons eagerly returned. The 
librarian-led lineup included storytimes, 
Beach Blanket Bingo, a Books to Movie film 
series, a Murder Mystery Party for middle-
schoolers, a STEM educator, an origami 
storyteller, and two musicians. The Library 
also hosted knitting workshops and baby 
massage classes.

“Fort” Night was the clear summer highlight. 
The Library provided the supplies (tablecloths, 
masking tape, and clips) and the kids brought 
their creativity. They worked hard and soon 
there were multiple tent-like forts among the 
Library shelves. It was an evening of creative 
play and stories. The children, who ranged in 
ages from preschool to fourth grade, described 
their creation as a community. The evening 
was topped off with a Mom-led storytime 
inside the biggest fort!

Drummer Bob Bloom performed under 
the tent at the Pierce House in July. Bob 
brought hundreds of percussion instruments 
and immediately recruited a “stage crew” 
of parents to hand out drums, shakers, and 
finger cymbals throughout the 45-minute 
program. Bob’s enthusiasm was contagious 
and this high-energy, interactive program was 
an instant favorite. In August, Rockabye Beats 
performed under the tent. Musician Shone 
Gordon was expert at engaging the toddler set 
but kept things equally entertaining for the 
adults!

The Lincoln Library is building a Library 
of Things: a collection of objects, often 
including kitchen appliances, tools, gardening 
equipment, electronics, toys and games, art, 

science kits, musical instruments, and 
recreational equipment. These non-
traditional items circulate to patrons like 
books and other media. 

Do you need an item to use only once 
or for a short period of time and 
not want to own it forever? Are you 
interested in purchasing an item 
but would like to try it out first? 
The new Library of Things can 
help you.

The Friends have actively 
supported purchases for the new Library 

of Things for both adults and children. 
Some of the items acquired include iPads, a 
karaoke machine, LED pocket microscopes, a 
children’s ukulele with instruction book, ping 
pong set, story-time chess set, traditional 
microscope, blue ray disc player, liquid floor 
tiles like those in the Children’s department, 
HD WiFi projector, snap circuits, BirdBrain 
Finch robots, and various toys and games. 
Along with tools, recreation and education 
are well represented in the growing library. 

The Friends also funded custom doors for the 
shelving in the reference room so the Library 
of Things can be stored securely.

Stop by and see what exciting items are 
available to borrow!

...And a Library of Things

Meet  
Amanda Coelho

 Amanda Coelho 
brings skills she’s 

developed working 
in healthcare 

administration to 
her new post in 

Circulation. She has 
a deep connection 

to Lincoln: her 
grandparents were 

residents and her uncle, 
Alan Bowles, was at 
one time Lincoln’s 

Chief of Police. Asked 
what she liked most 

about working at 
the library, Amanda 
mentioned the kind 
and friendly patrons 

and having access to a 
world of books that she 

can enjoy along with 
her four-year-old son. 
Please stop by and say 

hello to Amanda!

Library Summer Programs Enjoyed by  
Children and their Parents  



We welcomed Melissa Roderick to her new position as 
Assistant Director of Lincoln Library on July 18th. Melissa 
comes to us from the Winchester Public Library where 
she was Head of Circulation for ten years 
after serving as Reference/Young Adult 
Librarian. 

Melissa joins the staff with other 
skills acquired in working at Little 
Brown & Company as client liaison in 
International Sales Distribution for five 
years, before taking time to be at home 
raising children. When they started 
school, Melissa made a career switch 
into Library and Information Science 
by working part-time in Circulation at 
Woburn Public Library while she studied 
for her MS at Simmons University. Melissa is a graduate 
of UMass-Lowell in English and Legal Studies. Hers is a 
“UMass family” now with her daughter Megan at UMass-
Amherst and her son Zach at UMass-Lowell.

A native and resident of Woburn, Melissa’s local claim 
to fame comes from winning a lottery to have Northeast 
Metro Tech high school students build a new house for 

her family on land next to her great-
grandmother’s house. 

As Assistant Director, Melissa manages 
adult services, staff scheduling, training 
coordination, implementation of 
automated services, and special adult 
programming among many other 
tasks. Asked what would surprise us 
about working in a library, Melissa 
tells us that staff are asked all kinds of 
questions, not always to do with usual 
library services – such as, “Can you 

advise me on my Bitcoin investments?” 
Librarians can’t assist with that type of question other than 
pointing people to books about Bitcoin, but Melissa enjoys 
helping the staff cope with the patrons’ many wide-ranging 
requests.

PresidentPresident
Cathy MoritzCathy Moritz
Vice PresidentVice President

Margaret McLaughlinMargaret McLaughlin
TreasurerTreasurer

Barbara LowBarbara Low
ClerkClerk

Brad MeyerBrad Meyer
DirectorsDirectors

Trintje GnazzoTrintje Gnazzo
Kim GoldmacherKim Goldmacher
Karla GravisKarla Gravis
Lynne LaSpinaLynne LaSpina
David LevingtonDavid Levington

Elizabeth McConchieElizabeth McConchie
Caroline NordstromCaroline Nordstrom

Nicole RuoppNicole Ruopp
Tom Wilmot Tom Wilmot 

Heather Wright-FinnHeather Wright-Finn

The Library Welcomes a New Assistant Director

Friends of The Lincoln Library 
Board of Directors

In a joint project with the Lincoln Garden Club, FOLL is growing clones 
of the Library’s twisted Catalpa tree. The tree will not last forever, and 
we hope to have a twisting tree to replace it or even join it on the lawn 
if the parent tree lives on for years. In 2019, the Arnold Arboretum 
took dozens of cuttings from the tree and planted them in pots in their 
greenhouses. Over two years, 29 cuttings rooted and
grew into viable saplings. Local arborist 
Jonathan Bransfield kindly volunteered to 
care for them. In 2021, he planted them in 
his tree nursery where Jonathan reports 
they do not need much maintenance, other 
than fertilizing with kelp, humate, and 
soy. A recent visit shows the saplings are 
thriving – with one almost eight feet tall 
already! It may take up to 10 years to 
know if any of the little trees will twist 
and be a candidate for transplanting to 
the Library grounds. We will keep you 
posted!

What Happened to the Catalpa Clones?
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I WANT TO SUPPORT THE LINCOLN LIBRARY
Please make your check payable to the Friends of the Lincoln Library. 

Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent of the law. Bring your 
check and this form to the Library’s front desk, or mail them to 

FOLL-Lincoln Public Library, 3 Bedford Road, Lincoln, MA, 01773

You can donate regularly or only one time through PayPal using 
your credit or debit card. Go to Lincolnpl.org. Click on ‘About,” then 

‘Friends of Lincoln Library,’ and use the PayPal ‘Donate’ button or 
scan the QR code below.

Thank you for your support!
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