Friends

of the Lincoln

Library

DONATE USED
BOOKS

TO SUPPORT THE
LIBRARY!

Donation bins are
located at:

*The Mall at Lincoln
Station
160 Lincoln Road

*Iracey’s Service Station
Bedford Road & Route 2

*[incoln Gas & Auto
Route 117/S. Great
Road

Many thanks to
these generous
Lincoln businesses!
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newsletter

Secrets of The Tower

Come with us as we climb the 68 steps from the Library’s lowest level to the top of its
clock and bell tower with Bob Bottino and John Neri, the maintenance staff. Bob has
been maintaining the tower equipment for over 50 years. John, a new staff member,
shows us how to insert a crank into the gleaming clockworks and, with much effort, turn
it 110 times to raise a 300-pound bucket of rocks. This bucket serves as the massive bell’s
“strike train” — as it descends, it brings a hammer down to toll each hour. Another 28
turns on a second crank raises a “time train” weighing 100 pounds that moves the two
clocks’ hands forward. Bob ruefully tells us that the bell bucket cable once snapped and
“almost took my head off.” The bucket fell two stories and cracked the ceiling over the
old entryway.

A master clockmaker inspects the mechanism twice a year and can vary the weight in the
clock bucket to adjust the speed of the clock. Is the clock running slow? Add a few rocks!

The clocks” hands and numerals are covered in real gold leaf. One of Bobbie Myles’s first
tasks as the new Library Director in 2003 was to locate a bucket truck to take a skilled
craftsman up three stories to regild the clocks. The Trustees raised $3,500 in donations to
fund this project. The regilding expense was ten times greater than the total cost of $367
to install both clocks in 1883.

The tower has been displaying the time and ringing the hours for 138 years since the
Library first opened. And, yes, there are sometimes bats in the belfry. Bob and John
follow a live-and-let-live policy, and allow the bats, if they are crafty enough to get
through tiny spaces in the building, to come and go as they please.

The Friends of the Lincoln Libr ary 1s a nonprofit organization that encourages Comnnunt\ use of the Library
and raises money to pay for services not included in the Town budget: adult and children’s programs, muscum

passes, lectures, events, and special equipment and furnishings. The Town of Lincoln pays for the Library’s
repairs and maintenance expenses, staff salaries, and pur chase of circulating and on-line media materials.




Meet John Neri

John joined the Library’s
staff recently, but is hardly
new to Lincoln. He grew
up in Brighton, moved here
in 1987, remodeled an old
Lincoln home, and then
built a new one in 2014.
His three children all went
to school locally. John has
served the community
in many positions: as a
Public Safety Reserve
Officer for the Police
Department; as DPW
Highway Department crew

March was a busy month for aspiring young
writers in Lincoln. Children and teens
wrote stories inspired by Lincoln’s one-of-a-
kind Catalpa Tree. I'riends of the Lincoln
Library (FOLL) VP Cathy Moritz and
award-winning author and Library Trustee
Ray Shepard kicked oft the Library’s call
for stories with an informative Zoom event.
Cathy discussed the dueling theories as

to how the Catalpa tree became twisted
(genes vs. human intervention), as well as
why Catalpas are no longer popular (the
seed pods are very messy!). Ray gave advice
on writing, focusing on the elements that a
story must have, as well as the importance
of rewriting. However, according to Ray,
“the most important thing is the pleasure,
tun, and joy the writer gets from creating.”

maintaining our roads;
and in substitute teacher,
security. and student
service roles at Minuteman
Technical High School.
He owns a bartending
company, and patrons
may have met him serving
drinks at Library galas.
John retired in 2021, but
was lured out of retirement
to work with Bob Bottino
keeping the Library
clean and maintaining its
mechanical equipment. We
welcome John and thank
him for his service in this
new role. See a picture of
John winding the Library’s
tower clock on Page 1.

The publication, entitled Zales from the
Twisted Tree, includes stories from 28 young
people and shows their joy in creating. All
stories featured our Catalpa in some way;,
and many weave in facts about the tree.
The Catalpa’s possible age of 120 years is
mentioned as well as its beautiful “head-
sized” flowers. Abundant
imagination is evident

in the plots that include: the
tree flying using its long pod-
shaped seeds; a child falling
down the tree’s hollow

«| interior (and shrinking!); the
tree’s leaves healing parents
injured in an accident;

4 a Dryad yelling for help
from inside the trunk when
beavers try to take its branches, and other
fanciful notions.

Twisted Tree Inspires Children’s Storybook

Funded by FOLL, all participants received
copies of the publication at an Arbor Day
event on April 29th, which celebrated both
the writers and our tree. And of course,

a copy will be added to the Library’s
collection, so it can be borrowed and
enjoyed for years to come. Fach story is as
unique as our tree. Read them and see what
talent blooms in Lincoln!

ot

The Beanstack Program

Lincoln Library is now able to offer online
reading challenges through Beanstack!
Beanstack is an online web and mobile
application used to track reading time.
Readers can use Beanstack on a computer,
download the mobile app, or use both. In
addition to tracking reading, it offers users
the ability to add friends, compete on a
leaderboard, view lists of recommended
books, write reviews of books that they have
read to share with the community, build
streaks by reading on consecutive days,
and more! Beanstack is in use in over 1,000
school districts and public libraries. The
library has been offering monthly themed
challenges for adult readers, including a
Black History Month challenge, a Women’s
History challenge, and a Poetry Reading
challenge. Participants are awarded virtual
badges for reading a certain amount of
time, writing reviews, and completing
activities related to the theme. Reading
challenges are a great way to read more
broadly and consistently, learn new things,
and explore different genres.



Black History Month at The Lincoln Library

the effect of redlining on residential patterns in the
greater Boston area. The Children’s Department has
offered various programs on antiracism presented by
the Boston-based social justice group Wee the People.

The Reading for Racial and Social Justice book

group continues to explore books related to Black
history — titles include How the Word is Passed, The
Color of Law, Ireedom Summer, and (upcoming) On
Juneteenth. We look forward to continuing to find ways
to celebrate Black history throughout the coming year.

Although Black history is being made every day, the
month of February offers a unique opportunity to
recognize and pay tribute to that history with displays,
events, book discussions, and a reading challenge. Events
included a moving and inspiring presentation by Sybrina
Fulton, the mother of Trayvon Martin, sponsored by
the Belmont Public Library, the Lincoln Library, and
several other area libraries and organizations. The
Lincoln Library also partnered with the First Parish
Lincoln Racial Justice Advocates to present “Undesign
the Red Line with Braden Crooks,” an exploration of

Friends of the Lincoln Library

Welcome to new FOLL Board Members!

Board of Directors

President
Cathy Moritz Friends of the Library are happy to welcome seven new members to the
Vice President Board! Trintje Gnazzo has served as PTO president, lead member/
Margaret McLaughlin fundraiser of the Wang Field Project, and as a member of the Lincoln
Treasurer School Committee and AIDE Advisory Group. Kim Goldmacher is a
Barbara Low nurse practitioner specializing in diabetes. She has key roles in the PTO,
Clerk including writing most of the Minilink newsletters that go to Lincoln
Brad Meyer parents. Karla Gravis is a native of Venezuela who has lived in the
Directors US for 15 years. She will be taking on a new role as Head of Strategy
Trintje Gnazzo and Execution for Mercer. Caroline Nordstrom has worked as an

Kim Goldmacher
Karla Gravis
Lynne LaSpina

event planner in New York, and here in town has been involved with
the Lincoln Family Association, Lincoln Nursery School Board, Lincoln
School Foundation, and the PTO. Nicole Ruopp is a pulmonary/

David Levington
Elizabeth McConchie
Caroline Nordstrom
Nicole Ruopp
Tom Wilmot
Heather Wright-Finn

critical care physician at Tufts specializing in pulmonary hypertension

and cardiac critical care. Tom Wilmot worked for a database company
for over 30 years and retired in 2018. Heather Wright-Finn is a part-
time management consultant. She has volunteered with the PTO, done
AIDE work, and raised funds for area charities.
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I WANT TO SUPPORT THE LINCOLN LIBRARY

Please make your check payable to the Friends of the Lincoln Library:.
Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent of the law. Bring your
check and this form to the Library’s front desk, or mail them to
FOLL-Lincoln Public Library, 3 Bedford Road, Lincoln, MA, 01773

You can donate regularly or only one time through PayPal using
your credit or debit card. Go to Lincolnpl.org, Click on ‘About,” then
‘Friends of Lincoln Library,” and use the PayPal ‘Donate’ button or
scan the QR code below.

Thank you for your support!
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