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THE JOHN H. PIERCE FOUSE AND PIFRCE PARK

Situated in the center of Lincoln, Massachusetts, the town eéntrusted
John H. Pierce House and adjoining Pierce Park are a distinctive
feature in the composition and character of thisc New England
village. Despite its opulent Georgian facade, the house itsclf

was not built until around 1990, being based upon Cambridge's famed
Vassall-Craigie=Longfellow house. Thus, before examining the house
itself, and its bequest to the town of Lincoln, the ownership

and development of the Plierce Park proncrbly should be de’ineanted.

* X KN

Lincoln was not estesblished as a town until 1754. Prior to 1754
Lincoln Center had been within the jurisdiction of the tovn of
Concord since that towr's establishment in 1625. During those early
Years the Pierce Parik vroperty had been an undistinguished portion
of a larger farm. However, in 1746 this indistinctive status
started to change with the formalion of the Second Frecinct of
Co-cord, the precursor of the town of Lincoln. The nlacement of
the Second Precinci's meeti-ghouse near the location vrecently
occupied by the ILincoln Town Hallstimulate’® a nopgneticed reorient-
ation of the arez, eventually trensformins Lincoln Center into its
rresent structural composition. Thus, in returning to these early
days, a transmutation of ones perspective:of the physical atructurers
of Lincoln Center and their interlacing will become nedgstary to
comorehend the development of the Pierce Park croperty.

Agpects of tre-early Mistory of the Mlerce Trr's 2roreriyr weuna’n
vague and are necessarily speculative. It is not lknown wheén the
town of Concord first granted the $Urmland that included the Ploeorce
Park prorverty. TWowever, it appears that the first owwer of lhe land
may have beenrn Thomas Ilint, one of Foacorm'u most prominenl freemen,
and a member of the Bay Colon¥y's selective vaUﬁ cf Assistants.

Thomas died in 1654, and it is known that Ly 1645 his 591 Tvhraim
owned a large farm which ipncluded the Plerce Parx lac.d” In 1723
»

1 ¥. B. ckeck maps and summary at end of report
+ dates of deeds in text refer to year firast signed, not yenr

registered
terms 'Lincoln Center' before 1954 and 'Plierce ParP nroperty! hefore
bequeﬁt ta town nre used prochronistically ia lert for convenlense,

2 Middlesex Probate erqrrr iddlesex County, Magsachusetts, Mirst

Series, 80QL6. ‘wrltten in.1651, mentiore farw proporby.
L

Lemuel Shattuck. A History of the Town of Concord. Covcord, Massge:
John Stacy, 1835, 35.
i
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Zphraim died childless and divided his farm among his three nephew-,
John (holding land in trust for John's son Ephraim), Thomas and
BEdward Flint, as well as "kin%men" teorge Smith and Bradyll Smith.”
I would théorize that the I'ierce Pdra nroperty was probably within
the strips of land which went to Georrse and Bradyll Smith.

Yowever, these people were not very imnwortant in the development

of the lard, for REdward F]&nt soon acHuired Georges', Thomas', and
probably Brzdyll's grants. While Tphraim had = farm on his
prozerty, it may have been Idward who first “imvroved" or used

for farming the Plerce Park tract, but this wouls be speculative.
At any rate, Edward =t some time became the first to move to the
imrediate Lincoln Ceunter arca. Ie lived.snd farmed in Lhe centor
until his dealh, at age neventy, in 1754.°7

In reconstucting Edward's farm, which encompas=ed Likcoln Center,
the sratial interrelstianship between e scattered lhouses of o
area, as reflected in the roadways, presents o marked contrast

to the present neishkborhood structure. Unlike the wodern road
network of Lincoln Cénter, the needs of t e early colonisl
residents were satisfied by a couple of paths going by Fdward's
house, and these were probably suitable for 1ittle more thnan a
horse to travet on. One of these pathg came from Ephraim Flint's
house nast Edward's and on to Concord. Lnnther nath excendad from
Bdward's houre towards a saw mill which was situated along the
modern Pierce Hill Road. With the establishment of the Sccons
Precinct's meetivghouve, a new functionalizstion and resultrnt
community nattern arose, brincing more traffic to the arca. Thes
iwo nathg,vere now 1nuufFJ01enf to meet the tweffic nezds thal
evolved..

The northeasterly bornds of the present Pierce Park prone~ty, or
Yeston Road, was established soon after the towrs incorrorntisn.
In a 1749 ‘petition of the residents of the precinct it was shated
that there were neither roads from Texinston nor from Weston to
the new meeti ghiouse and that people were "“obliged to wess thro!
many Inclosures to the great Damage of the Projdxetors7of thoae
Lands" in order to get to the place of public worship.® Raesearch

i I

3 Ibid. first series, 7989.

4 Middlesex Registry of Deeds. Middleser County, Massachusetbis:
- Libro 25, folio 30.
5 Map I, site A revresents a vossible location ol his hous vut it

is more likely that he lived mowmcwhat furtier west on d'n“v Pond
Road.
see Map T..

~] 0N

Midcdlesex EBounty Cour uegglonc__qu_}ﬂhfmﬁp_ﬁgy 1761,
Middlesex County, I sunchu'ctt 68.
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suggests that a path through tre Pierce Park property was among
the ways created at this time. Then, in a 1751 response to a
second petition, the county determined that a road should be layed
out, wiich way probably followed the course of the paths., This
road was the precursor of Sandy Pond ¥Poad and Wecton Road; however,
around the center of Lincoln the course of this road was south 8
of the modern roads, and extended through the Pierce Park tract.
Shortly after Lincoln became a town this road was apoarently
redirected and has generally followed its modern course ever since,
thus establishing the northeasterly border of Pierce Park.

The path from the meetirchouse to Ssuth Tincoln probably did not
follow its present course along the northwestor rly Plerce Park hounds
until 1754, or soosn thereafter. At that time the town aprroved. a
road wWhith:generally would follow the old path from south Tincoln
to the center. Yet it appears that tuthTh Edward #lint's land
around tre center the 0ld path went further to tre wost. Choo®ing
a more direct route to the meetinghouse, the town laved out the

new road along the future northwest bounds.of Pierce. Park, cutting
through an orchard that was located there. Thus, it was not until
Lincoln became a town that the present struclure of Lincoin Center,
and of Pierce Park, started to be formulated. The vrecursors of
Lincoln Road, Weston Road, Redford Q01r, 01d Lexirgton Road and
Sandy Pond Road were laid out at this time, and the axwinl quality
of Lincoln Center had aquickly tran:plred Likewise, the Pierce
Park property was no longer an indistinguishable tract but it

was beginning to take form, ‘

Edward's ¥arm descend:d to John Adams, hiz wife's soun by a previous
marriage, and thereby essentially stayed in the farily. NLéverthe-
less, Edward had previously %o0ld many sections of his farm and

part of.Plerce Park was separated from Idward's farm orior to his
death in this manner. 1In Décomber of U7 Tdward evidently still
owned all of the Pierce Park property. However, by March of 17.9
he had apparent¥ sold part of his form, including a section of
Pierce Park. Thisg proverty w s then iisied as Leing dn the -
possession of David Me~d, but in 1754 it was described as belongling

'8 Ibid., 167,

location based upon analysis of subsequent dota, esnreially
. land sold and willed by Tdward 7lin%t to John LJ,mS.

Consult Map 2 for deviction of this ro=d and eariy AR
9 Lincoln Town Recorde, 1754-19D6. 12 (MS. 18).
10 Deeds. Lib. 47, f. 133,

inference drawn from L is comnbined with ubsecuent mnbterinl.
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. 1 . ' o
to Samuel Bond,1 The first extant deed that has been found

referting to this property was al?7¢2 sale or moriteapge pnrmont, wiih
the vroverty going from Samuél Bond to Devid Veand., This 42 acre
farm inclucded a dwelling houce and. a barn, the latter situated
within the bounds of Plerce Park. © David Mead was in fact_.Samnel
Bond's son-in-law, having married Bonds' daughter in 1747. -

Unlike his father-in -1aw, Mend was evident]y guite poor for in

1754 he had to take a mor+§age for £200 frow his fatl er, which he
did not rervay until 1783. “ Fe also received a ®186..17%58..10

concurrent mortgage from hig.s ister—ln law, Anna Bound, in 1771,
which he paid back in 1773, 15 YThile thegse mortgaces on Mend's
property involved one gceclion of Pierce lark, Zond owned an
adjoining Pierce Park Llract wliich was described in Samiel's 1753
will as six acres of mawing land. By agreement of hic descendants,
this property appsrently went to Samuils' zon WilllTﬁ, and was

held by William atleast as late as Qctobe» of 1772. Heverthelens,
in December of 1773 David Me:d receilved anotner werlgose orn his
vroperty from Lincoln residents Abijoh Pierce and Edmund Wheeler

which included the Pierce Park treac ¥7Luau William Bond had Tﬂ“rOOSed
akong with the rest of Mead's farm. This last morlgare was

never paid back, for in 1787 Mead losht ownershio of nis pYO'thy,
on which there had 2t one time been mortgages totaling R400. 1In
the intriguing case:ofiMead's neighbor, Nothzn Brovn ve. David
Mead for payment of a® |3e.23e7 debtv Fhe negotiators ordered,
in the fashion of tre time:

»12 Dgedu. Lib. 62, f. S00. .
Map I, sectionIl to Mezd, including the barn (corner wnrked C
described as the souunﬁrly corner of hie bornyard) The house vas
northeast of the road, which had been redirected along the vresent
line of Veston Road. Scction II was still rels? Ly Bond.
#11 Sessions, 1749. Middlesex County Court, Massachuzetts. document
dated March 2, 1749,
Probate. 7984,

Map I, sections I and II are the tracts here ?eferréﬁ to.
13 Town of Weston. Boston; McIndue Bros., 1901, 61-562. :
1hDeeds. Lib. 62, f. 501. ' R
Ibld Iib. 86, f. 13.
15 Ibid. Lib. 72, f. 283.
Ibide Lib. 75, f. 434,

16 Probates, . 2179.
Deeds. Lib. 62, f. 479.
Ibid. Lib. 67, f. LO3. -

Ibide. Lib. 74, f.107.
17 H)_j:i: T_llb. 75, f. 1*35‘
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We Command you to take the Body of the gaid Mead and
him comwit unto our Gael in Cambridege or Concord in
our County of Middlesex aforesaid, and detain in yvour
Custody within our said Gael, until heggpay the full
Sums above mentioned, with your Fees. -

It was determined that Mead's real estate had a total value of

$308, but that there was a morigage of T200 nrincipal and E71..17s..7

interest due (the Pierce-"heeler mortgase). It was thus decread

trat Mead's rights to the property, valued 5 about £37, would go

to Nathan Brown in payment for Mead's de":t vith this exchange
. ' . 20 ,

David Mead's ownership of the farm ceac

Before passing David Mead, a few more facts abonut him descrve
noting. He was the father of three sons, Abiiah, Jonathsn and
Tilly, all of whom served in the American Revolution, with Abijah
among those fighting on April 19, 1775. Despite David®s indebted-
ness, he was a very important charactzr in the develovment of
Lincoln Center, and of the town as a whole. Ve was licensed to
retail liquor in Lincoln from September of 1757 until Sentember of
1764, and no doubt was retailing othe- prosfuce. Then from September
of 176L until September of 1779 Navid Mead wazs licensed to sell
liguor as an Irnholder in Lincoln. Furtier, from Septem-.er of
1779 until Senptember of_ 1782 his son, Abijeh, was licensed to sell

liguor as an Innholder. During this time poriod both e Selectmen
and the Town Meeting would occasionally formally adicurn to Mead' g,

house, and no <doubt many also adjourned there informally as well.®
However, unlike some innkeepe-s in other towns, Mead was nol an
affluent gommunity leader. Fe was situated in a smal) +ill:are on
a minor route for travelers and was probably dependent uryon .the
townspeovle for most of his business and livelihood. So apnrorantly
the flips, punches and toddies of this establishment 3id not bring
in enouzh for tie Meads to be succesaful. Yebt, the Mead's Inn vas
an important elemecnt in the development and esrl- functioniug of

18 Ibid. Lib. 90, f. 388.

167 Ibid. 1

20 including his gwnership of Pilerce Fark olots I (with barn) gnd TI.

21 Sessions from May 1748- May 17€1. Niddles x County Court, Massachusettls.
Sessionsg from May 1761~ May 1771. Middlesex County Court, Massachusetts,
Sessions. for 1772 t rough 1790. Micdleser County Court, Wasraochuzetlis,.
Licences from 1791 to 1810. Kiddlesex County Courh, Mssrachurcebbs.

sourc.s for these and future referehces to invholders and retnilers.
Information on thore licensed in Lincolnm starting in Septemter
of years 1774, 1777, 170%, 1789 ancd 1730 was not found, but it )
is 1ikely that there wos co ti uity duri g trese vears repgording
he Meads.
22 Notes on Minutes of TLisccln Selectrmen. Tincoln Yistoricol
Society Collection, Massachucetts.
Lincoln 'Town Meetins Recerds, 1754-1806. 66, 86, 99.

[ ]



Lincoln Cénter, providing a service tvvical of “he centers of all
Jew Englaad villages of its dey. Indeed, the Plerce Park pronverty
and its barn shared in this diaportant town function. TIL waeo there
that travelers and perhaps townsfolk, left their ‘orses before
crossing theroadwey © <leep, drink, gather together and dizcuse
the problems of heir comrunity and tiwmes, including Lhe American

" Revolution.

As has been seen, David Yead's neighbcr was named Joun Adaums, Both
men were born in 1727%, although they did not originally live ia the
Lincoln Center area. Adawms Nad married in 1749 and he hzd two
daughters and nine cons, wilh_all but two bovs survivirngs bto adulb-
hocd. Two of Adaus' sons, ihel aund Bulkleay, and pou~inly 2 third,
John, aserved in the MWQPWCﬂn fevolution (the others were younger),
with Avel axnsng those fighting on April 19, 1775, Unlike Mead, 2daun
wvas very promiuent in town goverviment =nd vwes ore of tre *oa1t110v
citizens of Lircolnyt Tor examule, the Lircoln Tax Records of 1774
show +“3£ on the eve of the Revolution his taxér were the sccond hirhest
in town.

v

In 1749 John bouznt fifty zeven acres from his step-fother, or
about half of Idward Flint's farm. Fypothesizing, 1t would apnear
that abgut 5ix aclfes of the woity were withinthe Pierce Parik
tract. When Bdward died in 1754, he left five acres o7 vnlowland
wnich were opurtly 1‘u[¢n Piecrce Park. This prone rtj border~a
easterly on Samuel Bond’s land and sountherly ol tho County Ruad,
and went to -FEdward's wife, passing to John when she died in 1772.°
The remainder of the Pierce Park prop 3 of iils old road,
was ngngEIy orinerily woodland and won1 to Jehn Adsws in
1754, Eycenting a three gcre tract that he scld to his son
Bulkley Adans, Jonn conulqueﬁ to heWU ant farwn his Pierce Mark
property until his death in 15

"7 (1‘

23 Lincoln Assesgsors Reports, 1774. Lincolzn, Masasachusetts, Tib.ly,
f. 10, '
Only the Tory, Chambers Russell (Codman Tstate precursor) payed
hisgher taxes. §

24 Deeds. Lib. 52, f. 542. _ :

¥ap 1, area of tract IV.
25 Probate. Tirst series, 798L4.
location would include nort of tracls TVand VI on “wnl. cee

Yap IT fecr Bond and County Road landmarks.
2B Ihicd. .

locztion of Pierce Tark land: Map T, tracts
27 see below on Bulkley's tract IIT (Map I)

Map I, site & represents Location of John Adow's roure ot the tinme

of his death.

Cer of VI,
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In 1785 John had sold a three acre "ald orchard" within the Pierce
Park property (including a spring in the northwest corner of the
lot which is sti%é_evident) and also a two acre '"nill orch:rd"
across the road.. These plots, apparently not mentioned in

Edward Flint's will, represent the orchard through which the previouslv

discussed road extended in the 1754 town plan. Dulkley had been
ldcensed as an innholder in Lincoln Center atleast from September
of 1784 until September of 1789, However2§he locaticn of hia inn
can not as yet be absolutely determined. Intervestingly, the tax
lists fori792 state that Bulkley at trat fime had no dwelling
houses, one barn and two other buildings. In 1796 he sold part
of his property, overlooking Pierce Park, to tanner Xdmond Yiheelcr,
including vats and other buildings that would have been involved
in the tanning business. The tenning bisiness continued atleast
until 1834 on this property, with the adjacent house in Lincoln
Center built at least by 1813 but probably considerably ‘earlier.“"1
Thus, family industry was very nmu¢h a nart of the early history of
Lincoln Center, with this tanyard and house an important part of
the early setting of the Pierce Park property. The 1796 deed also
shows that Bulkley then owned a house, and in 1799 he sold that
house, a barn, and his land to John Green of Bosto~. This house
was on the site of, and may have been, the brick house which now
overlooks Pierce Park. The barn was within the three acrg orchard
across the street fron the housé and within Pierce Park.” %geen,
in t-rn, sold the property to Dr. Grosvenor Tarbell in 1801.77

The remainder of John A%ﬁms' farm passed to his youngest son, dJdonas,
when Johge~died in 1809, However, Jonas was soon in debt and in

a

28 Deeds. Lib. 89, f. 206.

Map I, sections IIT and VII.

29 see footnote 21 for sources. '

20 Lincoln Assessors Reports, 1792, Lib. 21, f. 10 and 11.

31 WCopy of a copy of part of deed from Bulkley and Persig Adans to
Edmond %Wheeler Oct. 20, 1796 owned by ¥Flizabeth Wheeler and
Copied by her for lMrs, Preston." ,

32 B. Adams to E. Wheeler deed, (footnote 31). . Y
Deeds. ILib. 131, F. 205.

Man I, tracts III and VII sold - bharn on parcel IIT, Site D
represents house.

Z2Deeds. . Libe. 148, f. 2%0. Mortgage to Green on sanme property
two days 1ater'(pggg§; Lib. 142, f. 394), repaymenbt of which not
as yet discerned. : .

2L, Probate. first series, 154.
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1810 so; his soutierly part of the Plerce Parik nropecty to Paniel
YWeston.” Then, in 1810 and again in 1911 Jonas bhad to mortgare
the remainder ¢f bhis property to Thomas Tufts, who was married to
Jonas!? sister.”° In 1812 Jonas died and in order to helwn nay hils
debts his wife so0ld her ownership of tve prooverty tre néxt VaET,
along with its heavy mortgages, to Sawuel foar. Then, in 1814
Samuel ¥oar, his son-in-law (rosvenor Tarbell , and ibraham Cole,
all of Tincoln, bought cut Tufts' mortgages anc, in 1316, divided
the Adamrs farm amongst themse%¥es, with the over seven acre Plerce
Park parcel’pzoing to Tarbell.

Dr. Grosvenor Torbell was the firgt Lincoln resident of Lhat surnarve.
Marrying Thankful foar in 1201, he had five daughters and two sons.
Being the town's doctlor, Grosvenor was a prominent resident &n
Lincoln and his descendants include the denor of the Lircoln Fublic
Library. Yhén Dr. Tarbell died in 1821 his estate included aho t

ten acres of the Picrce Park properiy, with barn, and th- brick "ousr
which overlooks the Parke This property wis willed to his wife, who
did not die until 18615’0 Tlowever, in 183%5 .tre Tarbell children
agreed that all of thier fathe?s estate, except the western section
of ke brick ho se where two of the daughters would continue Lo

11 ve’Béould pass to Charles Lee Tartell, the younrest of the doctor's 5
sons Charles may have lived here until 1866 when he sold the 4
PTOUGPLV to Rufus Wyman, who then sold to “Nitholas . Mmson in i
1871. Mason had many mortg-pes due on Xhe pronerty before he s0ld p
to the West Boston Savings Bank din 1875, andé ipn O]m?/ this pronerty 4
was bought by Samuel Yoar Pierce from the bank.L 5
Returningﬂét this tive to.the Mead T rm, it will be recallied Lthat ;
h 'Fierce.

a
one of the co-nolders of tie Mead provperty in 1757 was Abila
Abijah, the great-grandfather of the afor mentioned Samuel ', “

Pierce, apperently comnletely scaulred t7e Mead form and passed it 1
on to his son-in-law, Samuel loar., Wowever the firat known menlion R
.'I
_OI:

35 Deeds., Lib. 189, f. 152.
lYap I, sections V and VI were part of this 30 acre sale, Site &

represents Taniel VWeston's house. . _
%6 Deeds.. Lib. 189, F. 3%67. »
Tbids, Lib. 195, f. 325..

+37? Ibid. Lib. 318, f. 205.

Ibid. Lib. 207, f. 53,

Ibid. ILib. 217, f. 97. .

Tract IV of Pierce Park involved in these transactions.
38Probate. first series, 2211Q. A
39 Deeds. Lib. 497, f. 36?.

Ibid. TLib. 1357, f. 269. (in 1875 acquired sestern part of ouray.
10 Deeds. Lib. 1145, f. 523. 1vid. Lib.1357, . 275,
Ibide. Lib. 1145, f. 523, Ib1u. Lib. 1445, £f. 49.

mortgages not J-cluded here.
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of Hoar's ownership was in the previously mentioned 1813 Dorcas
Adams to Samuel Hoar deed, Samuel probably had a house on Lhe
property, and may have moved there well before 1813,

However, it should be noted that Lydia, an only daughter of
David Mead, and her husband, Hugh, McPherson, along with their
children, lived in L&?coln Center, perhaps in the old Mead house,
at least until 1796. By 1799 they may have left, and Samuel
Hoar may hzve acduilted the »nroperty when Abijah Plerce cied in
1800, but this is all conjectural.

The Honorable Samuel Hoar, Escuire, was one of Lincoln's most
prominant citizens. Like his father<in.law, he fought in the
Revoluticn on April 19, 1775, as an officer. ¥Te suboenuently gave
much service to both the town on Lincoln and to the gtate, such

as representing Lincoln in 1820 at the Massachusetts Convention to
Revise the Constitution, .In 1773 Samuel had married Susanna Plerce
and they had five daughters and four sons. Thelr children included:
Thank ful, the wife of Grosvenor Tarbell; Samuel, Junior, a judge
and prominent Concord lawyer, whose children included United States
Senator George I'risheé anr(and United States Attorney Ceneral
Qﬂﬁﬁasfiﬁrmnfs cabinet) and judge, Ebenezer Hoar. Another son
of Samuel, Senilor, Abijah Pilerce Toar, moved out of lincoln and
changed his name to Abijah Loar Pierce in 1811. Fe was the father
of Samuel H. Pierce and John ¥, Pierce. Certainly, the auvpearance
of Tarbell, Toar and other prominent "gentleman farmer"tynes in
Lincoln Center during the early years of the nineteenth century
changed the character and culture of this neirhborhood.

Samuel E&ar's land transactions involving the Pierce Park pronerty
are limited, but he apparently continued to Iive in the center
until his death in 183%2. However, he did extend the northern bounds
of his farm in 1816, at tte time Tarbell acouired the seven acres
of Pierce Park, and soqicquired all the land.situated across Weston
Road from Pierce Park. Tradif,ion has it that

Ye built tre houre now standing near the center of town

on the road to Weston across from the John ¥. Pierce

House in 1818, fromn timp%rs blown dcwn in the Creat

September gale of 1815."
In 1819 Samuel divid-d in half the former ¥ead property nand-tre
buildings thereon, with .one moity going to his son, John.  Thifs

B e e
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41 see Lincoln Assessors Reporls, =nd.cee Lincoln Vital Records.
LZ2zee footnote 357,

. tts
TLincoln Mass 7,

Incornoration,

T

V7

43 An Account of the Celebration of the To

April 23rd, 190k, of the 150th Annive:
Lincoln, Maszachusetts, 1905, 276.
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included . a barn on the Pierce Park pr‘opof:ty.l‘:br John Tioar died
in183%1 and in 1733 his father, Samuel, died. John's share of the .
fare ¥ent to his wife fanunah until her remarriage in 19%%., Jokn's
sisters, L&vina Hoar and wicow Susanna Foar Gray av:arently lived

in the Hourebﬂith Fannah and continued to do go after her remarriage
and removal.’

Samuel Foar's Lincoln Center farm was held jointly by his heirs I”f&}
186% when they sold their shares to his grandson, Samuel F. Pierce.
Samuel's father, Abijah Yoar Pierce, had moved to Charlestown and
then to doston, but Samuel, returned to Tincoln =ad was mareied in
1848, at age twenty OL@hL.+ As has been meen, Sanveél M. Vierce
added to hig grandfather's farm in 1877 when he Hon:ht tno forper
Tarbell land, including the adjoining section of Picrce Dark,
Thus, for the length of Piercé Park, both sides of Yesion Road
were now in the possession of onc person, and for the first time
since Lincoln became a town this Pierce Park property alzng ‘cston
Road was of one entity. It seems likely thet und-r Samuel Wi
Pierce the Park acquired some of its present a-pearardce. Finally,
choosing to live in thre brick house overlookin @ Lthe FParis oroperty
Samuel scld his granéfathers bhousge and lazd on that side of
Road in 1897, uvon whrich land many houses have been built in the
twentieth century. Then, on November 27, 13%9, Sorvel eold the
19.14 acre Fierce Park lot to "is brother John V. Pier CO.\

As has been seen, the reusining southerly sections of Pievce Park
were gsold to Daniel VWeston in 1810. Daniel contirusd to own the
property wntil his death in 1822. The rroperty staved in the family
with »is wife living until 18547 and his son Tosea, wko inherited the

property, apparently living there until his death in 15371. ”)aner,
Hosea’s son and heir, rancis Fenry vesf n, sold thc chg?e Pa
vlots and the rest of the farm to Roger Sherman in 1994, In 1 99

44 Deeds. Lib. 226, f. L62.

45 Aqqnsﬂﬂhigﬁicnortb, 18%3%., ILib. 30, f. 113,

46 Deeds. Lib. 919, f. 19. v

47 Lincoln ulu“l ?505“3£;< Boston: New-Fngland Tistotlc Genéaloghical
Society, 19(8, ’

,48 Teeds., Lib. 1b46, f. 19, confirmed in Deeds. Lib., 10%1, f. 49,

Map I sections IIT and IV.
L9 Ibid. Lib. 2605, f. 25.
50 Ibla. Lib. 2793, f. 435
John H. Pierce acquired: Map I plots I, II, TII, and TY.
For an accurate man of this property see vplan at end of Lib. 2787%.
51Probate. second series, 17255.
Desds, Lib. 2527 f. 192.
¥ap I, sections V and I included. B8ite E wass house this land
went W1t“.

(also sche morkegages not included)
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Sherman sold 10.80 acres to George S. Baldwin_snd Baldwin in tyrn
sold the same land to John H. Pierce in 1901.~7 This completed

John H. Pierce's estate as the final small tract of Pierce Park

was never owned by him..That .89 acke tract was sold by Roger Sherman
and his wife to Jdohn H. Pierce's deaughter, Elsie Pierce, in 1617

and passed to her brother, Rgobert M. Pierce, uwon her death in 1926.53
Bk
While remaining agricultural in use until the twentieth century,

the Pierce Park land has seen a great chanpe in the structure and
character of Lincoln Center. Prior to the establishment of the
Second Precinct of Concord in 1746 the Pierce Fark land was an
indistinctive part of a la¥ger farm. However, being situated near
the new meetinghouse, the Pierce Park nroperty stabted to take

form with the establishment of the Precinct and Town of ILincoln.
There was at this time, a great transformation in the structure

of the ¢center and the roads which bound the Park were among those
layed out. Later, as tre town's center developed and became a
place of prominence, two extant federalislt houses overlooking the
Park were among those built. " The Park land continued to be farmland,
but with the advent of’the twentieth century and the’John H, Pierce
House its pesence would have a dynamic impact urpon the character of
Lincoln Center.

# % * * %

In 1899 and then in 1901 John Howard Pierce bought two adjoining
tracts of land, 19.14 acres and 10.80 acres respectively, in the
center of Lincoln, Massachusetts. In 1900 he built upon this
property ® magnificent rectangular, hip-rcoofed, Ceorzian style
house, with a side extension.  The house "is situated well back
from the road, thus a gracious front lawn enhances its avpearance.
The house 1tself is based uvon the 1759 Vassall-Craigie-Longfellow
House of Cambridre, Massachusetts. Even in many of its detailg,
the primary structure of the Pierce Fouse is very siwmilnar to the
Cambridge house; however there are also differences which make eacy
house distinctive..

The primary unit of both the Pierce and Longfellow Youses is
rectangular and contains a central hall evtending the length:of.
the unit. While the Cambridge house hag an extention to the redr
of this unit, the Lincoln dwelling hag an extenticn to one gide
(north-northwest side or to ones right when looking at tlhe front
facade). These differences result in a different interior roon
arrangement. However, the primary unit of the Pierce Mo :se does
rartially maintain the arrangement of rooms opening off of the central
hali. These rooms are generally well wmanelled and have on interior
wall fitreplace. Also, tle two front rooms of the first flonr of
the Pierce Fouse have semi%circular bavs on tlhe szide walls of the

52 Ibid. Lib. 2763, f. 275.
Ibid. Lib. 2901, f. 438.
Map I, section V. for accurate mzo see vlan 2t end of Lih. 2763.

53 Ibide. Lib. 4146, f. 421.
Probate. second series, 159418,

—
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house. It srould be noted that in the céntral hallway of tre Plerce
“ouse the stairway to the recond floor is not the ontrlllv located
H stairway of the Canbridge house. Rather, a long
climbs along the northwest weoll of the thTUJV to )
extends across the rear of the hallway, and then continues
few more stems along tve so th-southeasterly sife of the room.

The wide stairway hag tlh.rec sequentially alternating i
banisters Lolding up its railing. Also,; frowm the landing a
Palladicn window looks out to the hockyard. Much more could be
said about the interior roowm arrangement and fentures Ltie three
story (two stoxry exuen51on) Piegrce ouse. Such @ dot I*m account
of the interior and also the exterior architectural g wilh

their commarson to the Longfellow Fouse would be e

ﬁnd ﬂux:ﬂccownﬂr
scove. owever, such a trealmeat of the front facade will well
i1llustrate the asgearance of the housme ai some of the 91mJTﬂrﬁ‘1J
and di“éin*lmr111es hetween this housce aond the Carbridee dwellis

it wes based upon.

G

The facade of the Pierce Touge'sg primary unit is very similaov Lo
that of the Cembridee dwelling. Both heises have twd floors of
vellow clacboarding with white trim and 2 third floor enclc i
within the hipued-roof. At the foczl center of lLhesec symmetrical
facades is a Sli; LWV *votruding two story =avilion, This navilion
is encased by a oalir of white columns of the Iduic order and their
entablature. - Along with trhe columng, the ravilion's of both houses
include a second slory window and front doorvay welow, however,

the encasement of the Pierce Fouse doorway is completely dilferent
from the Longfellow doorway,. Sluuated_aton three steos, the Dierce
Youse doo® is itself complelely vanelled. T

e door igo bounded

by a pair of columns which are fashioned after Lie aforementicned
larger Ionic columns, except that their shaft io cut in an ‘wiltation

of larce moriar blocks rather than being fluted. Turther, above

trhe docor is a rectangular lisht or window, l-circulur

redinment extends over Lhis window and the side columns.  Truely,
this entrance unit is considerably differeat frow the siioole:r,

flat topped doorway unit of the Canbridye nousc. Yobu, the lorger

vediment which tops the entire fronl pnviliun ras the sonme feaLures
as are seen in the Cambridre house. tendinr out “rom the roof

of the house, the pedjWﬂ“t which caps the [rort vilion is
&t in its center. To o«

- A
o osa

triangular and has a2 se:k-circular fanliq
eiter side of the pa v7110n arce four windows, two on thae Tirst

floor znéd two on the second floor. These si vindows, an wall
as the window in the vavilionh, are gix over , med coc
and tave black louvers. Above the innermost neirs of windows
are dorwer” windows, each smaller than the windows bhelow, and
thev are centered Q]T'ubWV cutside of Tre windows im edintely

NEowWS

under them. These dorme extend out from the roof with Ltheir
triangular vediment, ag in Cnmbridge. However, nobt aoresont ab

L




Cambridge are dormer windows to the side of the house, the encase-
ment of which ie part of the visual front fscade of the Pierce
House. Just as the front fenestration of the Pierce lHouse is
basically the same as that in the Cambridge dwelling, there is
another pair of Ionic columns along the outer edges of both front
facades. Indeed the four matching Tonic columns (including those
of the pavilion) are probably the most outstanding guality of

both houses, bhut their well proportioned relationship with the
other featurcs of the facade is what makes this possible.

The hipped-roof of the Pierce House is broken by the vrevicusly
mentionqd vavilion pediment and dormer windows. Also, as in Canbridpe,
a seriesof block modullions extend underneath tre coves of the

house and u“der the raking comnice over the front vavilion. At i
the top of the roof there are two plain interior brick chimneys #
which cut through the side hivs of the rosf. A balustrade, 4
bounded on its outside by the crimneys, evtends around t'e upver T
part of the roof. It consigts of simple, turnesd balusters, and four 4
urns across the front ,of the house (and across the vack) which ¥
are proportionally placed aton the primary suvnor® nosts. Thesge é
chimneys and balustrade are also present in Cambricdsre but zre ¢
composed somewhat differently. Also, the Cambridge balusirade ;
surrouncs a deck, whereas the roof of he Pierce Hoise has a ridre 3
ratyer than a deck. [

o

As in Cambridge, there are oven one story porches to either =ide

of the Pierce "ouse. These repeat some oF the =rchitectur-l

forms prgsent elsewhere in tre house.' These include Tonic order
columns which support the vorch's roof, the same balustrade:around
that roof as surrounded tie ridge of the house (not used in e Cambridre
house) and a banister of the sane disign around the sides of tho porch,
but with he front left open. The porch on the left of the house

as viewed from the front (or the south-southeasterly side) extends
the length of the side of the house and part woy around the hack,

The porch on the other side of the house only extends oar't way

back along thrat side tc the two story side extension. This extension
replaces the rear service areas of the Longfellow Tcuse and disrupts
the otherwise symmetrical front facade of the dwelling wrile enlarging
its appearance. This exténsion is not as hiph ag the main budy,

of the house and its windows are smaller. Across t'e front of

thé house these windows include a double window 'n the center of

the extension, on hoth floors, with single windows flanieing them
(except there is no window under the porch, only one zbuve), The
roofline is unadorned, except for a small chimney, and extends out

from t'e main body of the house, being hipresd al the end. A

wall open portico with Tonic columns is at the end of tho axtensio-
and, .along witk the block modillions under the eave, is the primary
adornment on t is section of the house. Together, these various

|
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features comprise a visual, integral whole which is both similar

to anddistinct from the LonpfolWow House in Cambridge. These

make the John H. Pierce Wouse an outstanding architecturnl structure,
despite its late, 1900, construction, which greatly enhances the
community in which it is situated.

Finally, it should be noted thnt a barn was or iginally situated
to the rear of the house and off to tiral side of the house which
has tre extension. While no longer extant, a 1 931 description stated
The barn or gorage is a more modest structurec einilor
in architectural treatment to the house. It is a story
and a half building with a basement. m;nconspicuously
placed at the rear of the pr0perty...br ,
This, then, completed the Pierce structurcs and was the center of

11

the farming activities which continued under John H. Pierce.

* A X H K

On April 5, 1910, John, “oward Pierce died. In kis will, written
in 1907, Pierce stated that '

Uron the decease of my said daurhler IIlsie Piorce T
give, devise and %cqueﬁth my farm and houze in gaid
Lincoln to the INI'ARITANTS OW LIJICOLI, and in addition

therets an annual income of Three Thousand (%000) dollers
for the maintenanre cf the sarne, lthe same to he uzed
for a Hospital and Park for the Cpue and enjoyment of th
Inhabitants of Lincoln forever.” )
With Elsig's death in 1926 the town acquired the rights to tre
Pierce property in which ‘she had been residing., '

The initial town prorosal was to use the land for a Mokay-ground
or athletic field"™ but this concept was never ?dopted.)u Indeed,
the intended use of the house as a hoepital was not resolved until
1930. In trat year the Courts détermined

That tiie town of Lincoln be and it hereby 1a authorized

to rent, sell or make such other disnosition of Lhe

buildings given by the late John H. Pierce to the said

Town of Lincol" as in the%g discretion the Selectmen .

shall consider advisable. a
£1so, the money so acquired plus that bequeathed to the town by
John H. Pierce and his daughter Elsie was:. to e used for Be
maintenance of the property as a park and for hospital trestrment
for needy Lincoln inhobitants. Later that year the town acaulred
from Robert M, Fierce, John's son, the remaining .89 2cre._tract
presently comprised in the Pierce Park osroverty. In this tra-saction
it was agreec that Robert could have = litelong residency in tre

54 Report of the Officers of the Town of f Tincoln for be Yeor ij
Boston: Daniels Printing Co., 1Q 72> 1314

55 Probate. =second serics, 84815, document 1.

56 Report, 1528. 1929, 10.

57 Report of tle Bnecial Committee on School Sites. Town of Lincoln:

9“6‘ Di.’_":r‘)
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houge an rights to part of its grounds, for a certain annua
stipend. Thus, Robert continued to live in the house until his
death in 1949, and his wife, Grace Dorgp Pierce, lived there until
her death, at age ninety six, in 1964.7 Since 1964 the house has
been used by tre townsfolk for special events and cer monies,
being especially vopular for weddings, and as the ceadquarters
of s.me town organizations.

In 1931 a plan was prevared for the develovment of the Fierce Iang
as a rark. This acconnt noted of tre Pierce property that
The natural growth has been greatly influenced and
regulated by man and beast. Excart for a pine prove in the
middle section of ths area and the Junipers, vines, ocaks, .
and maples scattered in the sgnuth and wenst sectilons, thaere
is 1little that can be called natural planting. Rows
of maples and elms have been vlanted along the north, east
and south boundaries.. Lombardy poplars heove been nlaced
in a double row along the broock, there is an annle orchard
in the west section , soume shrubbery around the houre,
and a number of blue sovruce near the pilne grove. [61] therce
are distinctly artificial notes in the lzndscape. '

It was proposed that vart of be property be used for recreationsl
purvoses, including track, football and bas=hall areas, tennis
courts and possibly a new town building. Another woods section
would be preserved with an interegting maries of natural walkes,
making it accessible to drollers., Fortunately the recreational
complex vas not necessary, but certainly the bPropogsed improvements
of some o the property might have beehn advantageous for the use

of this area as a Park. In any event, w»robably the most s riking
aspect of the report was the staterent "For the ourpose of tre
oresent study it is assumed thot the housoﬁgm to be reccved" eitler
by moving it intact or by tearing it down, ‘onefully such an
assumption will not ececur again, While thewe nronosals wore not
adopted, in 1946 the poscibility of using the Pierce Park rronerty
for a school and adjoining athlétic grounds was considerad, A
study committee sugresled that the property shonld not be u.ced in
this fashion. Trey recognized the injury this would do to the Tark
and noted that there wis a need for a town pork .

-

[A
as an invaluable agset to he pleasantness of the Town

and to its prestipe as a well arranged commaunity....
Lincoln should be equally vigilant in preserving for a
more crowded future the open spsces which are so essontiae,
to the quiet and countrified character of the "fown todav,®

58 Deeds. Iib. 5443, f. 71,
Map I, tract VI.

S9Revort, 19G4. 257.

60 Ibid,1931. 130.

61 Ibid. 127-1671.

62 Ibid. 131,

‘ ; !
63 Revort of the Srecial Committee, 17,
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Since that time the park has bren aesthetically enhanced while
also providing greater functicnaslism throwsh the repular cuttine
of its lawns (betwece- the houre and the town's center) which were
formerly fields, and with the addition of two skating nonds,
including one in the shadows ofﬁEhe houre.

It can only %e hoped that the town shall continue to consider
the community’s character and the vital role of the Park and
Pierce Mouse within the composition of this New Ragland villare.
With such a viewpoint one can be guite sure thot the property
shall be properly maintained and imvroved far the enjiovment of
present and foture penerations.

L o
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CUART T: OWNERSIIP SUMMARY OF PIERCE PARK TRACTS SINCE 1754

DATE | TRACT I TRACT IT TRACT ITT TRACT IV TRACT V ~ TRACT VI

1758 D, ¥ead S, Bond | John Adams
(Bond) N

(1763%) W. Bond

L7

D. Mead

1785 2, “&dams

1787 A. Pierce,
E. Wherler,
N.Brown d

1799 é . J. Green
2 S, Hoer

1801 G, Tarbell|

1809 ; Jonesﬁzanmé_- o

1810 ' b, Wéeton

(continues in family)

1814 S, Toar,
G. Tarbell,
A, Cole

1816 G. Tarbell
1818 | (nalf to J. Foar)
1820 | ¥ |

1832 | heirs

1826 C. I.. Tarbell
1863 | s.71. Pierce

1866 R. Wyman

1871 N, Mason
1875 Boston Savings Bank
1877 S, i, Plerce

18956 R. Sherman

1899 | J. H. Pierce G. Baldwin
1901 ; J. H. Fierce
1910 | F. Pierce T
1917 ; i, Pierce
1921 | Town of Lincoln 2. Pierce

1930 Lown of
TLincoln

—
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