LINCOLN TOWN ARCHIVES 2017

Susan F. Brooks, Town Clerk, Co-Director
Barbara Myles, Library Director, Co-Director
Marie Wasnock, Archivist

Accomplishments
Reference and Research

e The Archivist and Reference Librarians answered 57 local history and
genealogy inquiries in person, by phone, and by email. They retrieved
archival material from the vault for researchers to study.

Collections and Access

e Archivist Marie Wasnock has created a new Lincoln Town Archives
website on Omeka, a web-publishing platform for the display of library,
museum, archives, and scholarly collections and exhibitions. The site
currently features selected photographs, documents, and other historical
items from the Archives, as well as an exhibit about the history of the
Lincoln Library. https://lincolntownarchives.omeka.net/

e Ms. Wasnock has also continued the development of a Public Records
Inventory of all permanent public records housed in the Town Hall Vault.
This has been beneficial in helping town departments search for and find
records essential to town business. It has also enabled readier and
more thorough responses to Public Records Requests made pursuant to
Massachusetts law.

Preservation

e The Community Preservation Committee approved funding for the
conservation treatment and scanning of some of our most valuable,
fragile, and frequently accessed items. Conservation and preservation
treatment has been completed by the Northeast Document Conservation
Center (NEDCC). Among the collections treated this year were:

o Poll & Estate Tax Assessments, 1861, 1863, 1864, 1866
o Lincoln School Records, selected documents from the 19"
century

e An appropriation was also made for the preservation of the Sophia
Adams Family Register needlepoint tapestry. It depicts a portion of the
Adams family tree and was made in Lincoln by 13-year-old Sophia
Adams in 1824. It was donated to us in 2015 by Lincoln resident Cynthia



Williams. It will receive conservation work this year to ensure its long-
term preservation.

Special Projects & Features

This Fall we were contacted by an archival consultant on behalf of the
Town of Marblehead to answer questions about the formation and
development of the Lincoln Town Archives. In October, Marblehead’s
Town Administrator, Town Clerk, and representatives from the
Marblehead Historical Commission, Museum, and Historical Society
visited us to gain a better understanding of how the unique partnership
between the Library and the Office of the Town Clerk that initiated the
Lincoln Town Archives came to be and how it continues to function as
the Archives enters its tenth year under their joint management. Lincoln’s
Town Archives program is among the first in Massachusetts to establish
this interdepartmental and common sense partnership between the
Library and the Office of the Town Clerk, incorporating private historical
collections and the town’s public records.

As we launched our new Omeka website displaying archival materials,
we consulted with Peter Hirtle, Senior Policy Advisor to the Cornell
University Library with a special mandate to address intellectual property
issues, to learn more about copyright law.

Donations

The Lincoln Town Archives would like to thank the kind donors who have

entrusted valuable documents and objects in our care.

Conrad (Rob) Todd — Lincoln Mohawks Baseball, Paul Revere League,
Championship trophies, 1932, 1947, 1950.

Craig Donaldson - Selected Donaldson family papers, and papers
related to Robert Loud’s presentation on houses and structures built by
R.D. Donaldson.

Margaret Flint — Maps and plans of Lincoln and Concord, including
Lincoln cemetery maps.

Lucretia Giese — “Thirty-Five Years of Building: 1895-1930, Directory of
Houses built by Robert D. Donaldson.”

Melinda Abraham — Bemis Lecture Series flyers and programs.

Robert Loud — Notes and slides from his presentations about R.D.
Donaldson houses.



