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Lincoln Public Library 
Library of Things - Guidelines for Borrowing and Use 

The Library of Things is a collection of nontraditional library items available for the 
Lincoln community to borrow such as tools, technology, and other equipment. Items 
may be checked out and returned to the Lincoln Public Library. Please do not return 
items in the book drop.   

BORROWING 

To borrow a Library of Things item, patrons must meet the following criteria: 

● Borrowers must have a valid Minuteman Library Network card in good standing. 
● Some items may require a signed lending agreement. 
● Library of Things items must be picked up and returned at the Lincoln Public 

Library at 3 Bedford Rd. Lincoln, MA. They may not be returned to any other 
Minuteman Library Network location and should not be put in the book drop.  

● A Library of Things item may be borrowed for 2-4 weeks, depending on the item. 

PROPER USE AND LIABILITY 

As with all Library materials, the borrower is responsible for the item and will be billed 
for repair or replacement costs associated with damage or loss of items and peripherals 
(including components, accessories, carriers and chargers) due to neglect or abuse. A 
list of replacement costs of items is available upon request. 

The Lincoln Public Library is not responsible for any injury, loss, or damage that may 
occur from use of a Library of Things item. The Lincoln Public Library staff claims no 
expertise and makes no representation concerning the fitness of any tool for any 
particular use. 

It is the borrower’s responsibility to protect against loss. Staff will inspect Library of 
Things items upon return. Borrowers are expected to return the item with all parts, 
components, carriers, and chargers to the Lincoln Public Library. Borrowers will be 
responsible for any damage to a Library of Things item while in their possession. 

Not all library materials may be suitable for all members of the community. 
Responsibility for a child’s use of library materials, regardless of format or content, lies 
with the parent or guardian, not with the library. 

PROCUREMENT OF MATERIALS 

The library staff will select materials for the Library of Things based on the needs and 
interests of library patrons. 
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All suggestions for purchase are evaluated using the same selection criteria as for other 
materials and are not automatically added to the collection.  

Due to limited storage space and the staff time necessary to evaluate, test and maintain 
each Thing, the library can accept only a limited number of donations.  

The library does not accept materials that are not outright gifts and cannot guarantee 
the permanence of a gift in the collection. Materials donated to the library are received 
with the understanding that they are subject to the same selection, evaluation, and 
disposal criteria as material acquired for purchase.  

EVALUATION OF COLLECTIONS 

The library will use circulation data and community suggestions to guide future 
selections for the Library of Things collection. Items that are not popular and do not 
circulate or prove difficult to maintain will be withdrawn from library collections according 
to the Collection Development Policy. 

 

 

 

 


